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Inspection date: 16 June 2025

Overall effectiveness Outstanding

The quality of education Outstanding

Behaviour and attitudes Outstanding

Personal development Outstanding

Leadership and management Outstanding

Overall effectiveness at previous 
inspection

Outstanding



What is it like to attend this early years setting?

The provision is outstanding

Children of all ages appear incredibly confident, settled and happy in the 
stimulating and interesting setting. The highly trained and skilful staff are 
enthusiastic and motivating. As a result, children are incredibly engaged in their 
learning. Staff plan highly challenging activities and have an outstanding 
knowledge of how they implement their inspirational curriculum. For example, staff 
teach children about instruments, such as the saxophone, and children learn to 
play tunes on them. Staff teach all children how to use real tools safely. For 
example, younger children concentrate intently as they whittle, and older children 
learn how to use a sheath knife safely.

All staff are outstanding role models. Children's behaviour is impeccable. They have 
excellent levels of kindness and empathy. For example, they ask their friends and 
staff if they are okay and are interested in how they feel. Children show they have 
outstanding levels of respect and understanding for others. This includes being 
excited about their weekly visit to the local elderly care home. Children have an 
active role in planning activities they feel the residents might enjoy doing with 
them.

Children have extremely good opportunities to challenge their physical skills. This is 
evident when they confidently negotiate complicated equipment safely, such as tree 
swings and climbing walls. Children have an excellent understanding of healthy 
eating and lifestyles. Children learn about nutrition and discuss the sugar content 
of foods and other food benefits, such as protein and calcium.

What does the early years setting do well and what does it 
need to do better?

n The extremely dedicated staff are highly knowledgeable and experienced. They 
are incredibly skilful in fulfilling their role of teaching children and instilling awe 
and wonder. For example, even the babies learn concepts such as evaporation 
and are encouraged to be extremely independent. This helps children to learn 
new skills and to be persistent and resilient as they learn. The managers and 
staff use additional funding to support the individual needs of children very well. 
They purchase a wide range of resources to support children to progress their 
development in their preferred way of learning. This includes resources to 
enhance their love of outdoor play. 

n All staff and children have heartwarming relationships. Children are ecstatic 
during interactions and laugh uncontrollably as they play games together. Staff 
know all children incredibly well. They know what makes children unique and 
embrace their uniqueness as they plan to meet all children's individual needs. All 
children have an extremely positive attitude towards their learning and make 
outstanding progress. This includes children who speak English as an additional 
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language and those who have special educational needs and/or disabilities 
(SEND). 

n All staff, including managers, support children with SEND exceptionally well. 
Staff attend specific training and use the knowledge they gain extremely 
effectively to meet the individual needs of all children. For example, they teach 
children to have a deep understanding of their feelings and how to self-regulate 
their emotions. 

n The managers and staff build and maintain highly positive partnerships with 
parents and keep them incredibly well informed of their children's achievements 
and next steps in learning. For example, staff share activity plans and next steps 
in their children's learning and encourage parents to add to them. Parents are 
provided with regular webinar training on an extensive range of subjects to 
support their understanding of how the brain develops. 

n All children, including babies, are extremely confident to communicate their 
thoughts and ideas. Staff successfully widen children's already extensive range 
of vocabulary. For instance, babies hear specific language linked to melting ice 
and, during a fascinating discussion about dinosaurs, they learn the words 
'herbivore' and 'carnivore'. 

n The managers and staff evaluate their practice together incredibly well. They 
regularly observe each other teach and interact with children. They use their 
findings to further enhance their already impressive practice. The managers 
highlight that they would like to continue to strengthen the opportunities 
children have to grow their own healthy produce at their allotment. 

n Staff ensure that all children are incredibly valued and feel part of the setting, 
regardless of their backgrounds and communities. The setting is incredibly 
diverse and inclusive. For example, children and staff learn key words and 
nursery rhymes in other languages, such as Russian and Ukrainian. Children 
learn about dishes from around the world, such as the Albanian delicacy Tave 
Kosi.

Safeguarding

The arrangements for safeguarding are effective.

There is an open and positive culture around safeguarding that puts children's 
interests first. 
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Setting details
Unique reference number EY550991

Local authority Kent

Inspection number 10388348

Type of provision Childcare on non-domestic premises

Registers Early Years Register, Compulsory Childcare 
Register

Day care type Full day care

Age range of children at time of 
inspection

0 to 4

Total number of places 149

Number of children on roll 229

Name of registered person Manor House Nursery School Ltd

Registered person unique 
reference number RP550990

Telephone number 01843 227764

Date of previous inspection 8 July 2019

Information about this early years setting

Manor House Nursery School Limited registered in 2008 and is located in Margate, 
Kent. The setting is open Monday to Friday from 7.30am until 6pm, all year around. 
The setting receives funding to provide free early education for children aged one, 
two, three and four years old. The setting employs 74 members of staff, 48 of 
whom hold relevant early years qualifications at level 2 and above. This includes 26 
members of staff who hold a relevant early years qualification at level 3, two who 
hold a relevant early years qualification at level 4, three who have a level 6 early 
years qualification and two who have qualified teachers status.  

Information about this inspection

Inspector
Kelly Hawkins

Inspection report: Manor House Nursery School Limited
16 June 2025 4



Inspection activities

n The inspector carried out a learning walk with the managers. The inspector 
assessed the impact of the quality of staff interactions and the learning 
opportunities staff provide children. 

n The inspector viewed the indoor and outdoor learning environments.
n The managers shared written documentation for the inspector to review. This 

included safeguarding and child protection policies and procedures and 
information on how they deploy staff effectively. 

n The inspector spoke to the managers, children, parents and staff at convenient 
times and considered their views. 

n The managers and inspector carried out a joint observation of a planned activity 
focusing on supporting children's mathematical development.

We carried out this inspection under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 2006 
on the quality and standards of provision that is registered on the Early Years 
Register. The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the 
statutory framework for children's learning, development and care, known as the 
early years foundation stage.

If you are not happy with the inspection or the report, you can complain to Ofsted.
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The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted) 
regulates and inspects to achieve excellence in the care of children and young 
people, and in education and skills for learners of all ages. It regulates and 
inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children and Family 
Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher 
training, further education and skills, adult and community learning, and education 
and training in prisons and other secure establishments. It assesses council 
children's services, and inspects services for looked after children, safeguarding 
and child protection.

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print 
or Braille, please telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.

You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format 
or medium, under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence, 
visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the 
Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email: 
psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk

This publication is available at https://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/.

Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our monthly newsletter for more 
information and updates: http://eepurl.com/iTrDn.

Piccadilly Gate
Store Street
Manchester
M1 2WD

T: 0300 123 1231
Textphone: 0161 618 8524
E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
W: www.gov.uk/ofsted
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