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Inspection of Bradley House

371 Bradley Road, Huddersfield HD2 1PR

Inspection date: 3 June 2025
Overall effectiveness Outstanding
The quality of education Outstanding
Behaviour and attitudes Outstanding
Personal development Outstanding
Leadership and management Outstanding

Overall effectiveness at previous

inspection Not applicable
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What is it like to attend this early years setting?
The provision is outstanding

All children excel and have a real zest for learning in this inspirational nursery.
Children develop a wealth of impressive skills and knowledge for their future
learning through staff's high-quality interactions and their rich, limitless and
inventive curriculum. Staff create richly resourced environments that accelerate
children's learning. They enrich children's experiences through extra-curricular
activities, such as visiting the local farm shop and care home, French lessons and
gardening and cooking clubs.

The joyful nursery is a hive of activity. Children show high levels of confidence and
are continuously engrossed in enticing and highly motivating activities. These
precisely target children's next steps in learning, while nurturing their interests and
fascinations. For example, while exploring intriguing tactile media, babies and
younger children practise their small physical skills as they scoop, fill and empty.
Staff expand older children's great interest in dinosaurs and the world through
unique activities. For example, children investigate miniature dinosaur skeletons in
magnifying pots and try to replicate these with larger dinosaur bones.

Children have strong attachments to loving staff. This helps them to settle quickly
and feel happy, safe and secure. Staff are outstanding role models who set clear
expectations for children's behaviour, which is exemplary. Children learn essential
social skills, such as sharing, politeness, kindness, respect and empathy and
engage in litter picking and recycling. Children develop wonderful friendships as
they excitedly make concoctions together in the 'potion station' and solve problems
while building large constructions. Older children form a 'pre-school council'. They
learn about democracy while making decisions together.

What does the early years setting do well and what does it
need to do better?

W Staff adapt space and daily routines superbly to meet children's developmental
needs. For example, they provide two lunch sittings in each room to create a
calm and unhurried mealtime, where learning continues. For example, children
handle and talk about the fresh vegetables used to create a biryani dish. Older
children access abundant activities that extend their learning and prepare them
for school to an even greater extent in the 'enhanced learning' room.

m Staff swiftly identify and support children with a development delay. They
implement extensive intervention strategies and make excellent use of additional
funding, in consultation with parents and carers. For example, they create home-
learning activity packs and develop the wonderful nature area and community
library.

m Children progress rapidly in their speech and literacy skills. Staff provide an
environment rich in language. They foster children's love of songs, books and
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stories superbly, including through the use of props. Older children learn how a
book is structured, create storyboards and collaboratively write and illustrate
their own amazing story about a princess and a superhero.

B Staff create captivating storytelling spaces, wear a 'storytelling' hat and bring
stories to life. They plan exciting linked activities that develop children's recall.
For example, as older children create a treasure map, staff provide sticks and
explain why pirates historically used such tools to sketch a map.

W Staff continuously develop children's early mathematical skills. They sing number
rhymes and introduce concepts, such as floating and sinking. Children learn to
weigh and measure while baking in the 'science' kitchen and count petals as
they follow a recipe in the 'potion station'.

B Staff provide rich opportunities for children to learn about difference, for
instance, through celebrations, role-play areas, books, displays and resources.
Older children learn about a different country each month. They create a 'pre-
school on tour' album containing amazing facts, drawings and photos.

m Children develop excellent core strength, balance, posture and coordination.
Staff encourage babies and toddlers to negotiate wooden apparatus. Two-year-
old children have immense fun practising pilates exercises. Older children
carefully stack crates, transport heavy watering cans and engage in a 'well-
being' stretch session. Children walk across tree stumps and a long log,
steadying themselves with the thick dangling rope.

m Children develop precise hand-eye coordination and small muscle strength in
readiness for early writing. For example, toddlers post items and turn the pages
of tactile board books. Two-year-old children thread ribbons through colanders
and mix and knead the scone mixture. Older children stretch elastic bands over
boards and skilfully use cutlery.

m Children develop excellent independence. For example, they learn to put on their
baker's hats and aprons and outdoor clothing. Staff encourage children to dish
out lunch and readily access tissues from the 'well-being' station.

B Staff promote children's understanding of healthy practices superbly. For
example, the nursery ethos 'from seed to plate' involves children harvesting food
and eating hearty and homemade meals made by catering staff using locally
sourced fresh ingredients.

W Staff work in excellent partnership with parents to settle children in, and to
provide high levels of care and accelerate their learning. For example, they plan
first-aid training, stay-and-play sessions and progress meetings, and provide
home-learning initiatives and activity boxes.

B The provider's exemplary investment in staff's well-being, continued professional
development and self-reflection, has a far-reaching impact on practice.

Safeguarding
The arrangements for safeguarding are effective.

There is an open and positive culture around safeguarding that puts children's
interests first.
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Setting details

Unique reference number 2738643

Local authority Kirklees

Inspection number 10399913

Type of provision Childcare on non-domestic premises
Registers Early Years Register

Day care type Full day care

Age range of children at time of

inspection Oto4

Total number of places 59

Number of children on roll 69

Name of registered person Portland Nurseries Limited
Telephone number 01484 429202

Date of previous inspection Not applicable

Information about this early years setting

Bradley House registered in 2023 due to a change in legal entity. It is located in
Huddersfield. The nursery employs 11 members of childcare staff. Of these, eight
staff hold appropriate early years qualifications; four are level 3, three are at level
six and the manager holds early years professional status. The nursery opens
Monday to Friday, all year round, except for the bank holidays, the week between
Christmas and New Year and two staff training days. Sessions are from 7.30am
until 6pm. The provider offers government funded childcare and receives specific
funding for disadvantaged children.

Information about this inspection

Inspector
Rachel Ayo
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Inspection activities

B The inspector observed the safety and suitability of the nursery.

B Leaders carried out a learning walk with the inspector. This helped the inspector
to understand how staff, the early years provision and the curriculum are
organised.

B The inspector observed the quality of education, indoors and outdoors, and
assessed the impact of this on children's learning.

W The inspector observed, and evaluated, daily routines and a variety of activities
with leaders.

B The inspector spoke with staff, children and parents during the inspection,
including over the phone. The nominated individual for the organisation shared
written feedback from parents.

B Leaders shared a sample of relevant documentation during the inspection,
including that which confirmed the suitability of staff.

We carried out this inspection under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 2006
on the quality and standards of provision that is registered on the Early Years
Register. The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the
statutory framework for children's learning, development and care, known as the
early years foundation stage.

If you are not happy with the inspection or the report, you can complain to Ofsted.
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http://www.gov.uk/complain-ofsted-report

FHK

Ofsted

The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted)
regulates and inspects to achieve excellence in the care of children and young
people, and in education and skills for learners of all ages. It regulates and
inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children and Family
Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher
training, further education and skills, adult and community learning, and education
and training in prisons and other secure establishments. It assesses council
children's services, and inspects services for looked after children, safeguarding
and child protection.

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print
or Braille, please telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.

You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format
or medium, under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence,
visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the
Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email:
psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk

This publication is available at https://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/.

Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our monthly newsletter for more
information and updates: http://eepurl.com/iTrDn.

Piccadilly Gate
Store Street
Manchester
M1 2WD

T: 0300 123 1231
Textphone: 0161 618 8524
E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
W: www.gov.uk/ofsted
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