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Overall effectiveness Outstanding 

The quality of education Outstanding 

Behaviour and attitudes Outstanding 

Personal development Outstanding 

Leadership and management Outstanding 

Early years provision Outstanding 

Overall effectiveness at previous 
inspection 

Good 

Does the school meet the independent 
school standards? 

Yes 
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What is it like to attend this school? 
 
Pupils, from the youngest to the oldest, arrive each morning with a clear sense of 
excitement, eager to begin their day. They are greeted by warm, welcoming staff. 
Pupils thoroughly enjoy their time at school, feeling happy, safe and well supported. 
Strong, respectful relationships are fostered by staff with pupils, and pupils mirror 
this respect towards one another. They engage in their learning with great 
enthusiasm and perseverance.  
 
Staff maintain exceptionally high expectations for pupils’ behaviour and effort, and 
pupils rise to these expectations with determination. The school has incredibly high 
academic aspirations for all pupils. As a result, pupils achieve well and are 
exceptionally well prepared for the next stage of their education. 
 
The school is deeply committed to the personal development and well-being of its 
pupils. The school ensures that all pupils have access to a rich and varied range of 
experiences that enhance their learning and broader development. These include 
visits to cultural landmarks in London and regular engagement with local facilities 
and schools. Pupils speak with great pride about their leadership roles and 
demonstrate a strong sense of responsibility. For instance, pupils relished spending 
time with the school chicks and learning about their life cycle.  
 

What does the school do well and what does it need to do 
better? 
 
The school’s curriculum is highly ambitious. Leaders have carefully designed it to 
build on pupils’ knowledge and skills year on year, beginning in the early years. Staff 
use enriching learning opportunities thoughtfully that broaden pupils’ understanding. 
The school continually reviews and adapts the curriculum to ensure that it meets the 
needs of all pupils. As a result, pupils consistently achieve well and make excellent 
progress across the curriculum. Staff benefit from regular, tailored professional 
development, which enhances their subject knowledge and equips them to deliver 
the full curriculum with confidence and clarity. 
 
Pupils consistently produce work of a high standard. They discuss confidently key 
aspects of their learning. Teachers systematically use these discussions to assess 
and extend pupils’ understanding. In the early years, staff interact expertly with 
pupils throughout the day. They model rich language and establish positive learning 
behaviours that continue as pupils progress through the school. Children in the early 
years are encouraged to become independent in their learning. Staff enable children 
to work collaboratively with their peers with confidence. 
 
Staff are quick to identify and address pupils’ misconceptions. They skilfully adapt 
learning to ensure that pupils with special educational needs and/or disabilities 
(SEND) receive the support they need to succeed. Pupils with SEND are identified 
promptly. Staff work closely with parents and carers and external agencies to seek 
the best advice. This collaborative approach ensures that pupils with SEND make 
strong academic and social progress. 
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Reading is a top priority at the school. Every effort is made to ensure that each pupil 
learns to read. Staff begin teaching phonics in Reception Year and maintain a strong 
focus on it throughout key stage 1. Pupils who fall behind are identified quickly and 
provided with targeted support to help them catch up. As a result, pupils read with 
fluency and accuracy. Staff actively promote a love of reading, sharing books with 
pupils daily. Pupils eagerly share their favourite books and authors. 
 
In the early years, including the two-year-old provision and nursery, children 
regularly practise essential number skills. Staff build on this knowledge year by year, 
introducing children to the school’s agreed methods and resources. This solid 
foundation prepares pupils well for key stage 1 and beyond. 
 
The school’s exceptional personal development programme includes a wide variety 
of after-school clubs, ranging from sewing and debate, to British Sign Language. A 
residential trip for Years 5 and 6 helps pupils develop skills in bushcraft, canoeing 
and fire lighting, contributing to building their independence. Pupils’ understanding 
is further enriched through assemblies, where they learn how to be respectful 
members of their community. The curriculum provides pupils with insights into the 
customs of others, encouraging them to embrace and value differences, while also 
teaching pupils about healthy, respectful relationships and friendships. Pupils 
understand how to stay mentally and physically healthy and feel comfortable 
speaking with staff about their concerns. Staff also teach pupils how to stay safe, 
both in and outside of school, including online. 
 
Staff take great pride in being part of the school and feel valued and heard. 
Governors have a thorough understanding of the school and offer skilled challenge 
and support to leaders. Parents are overwhelmingly positive, appreciating the staff’s 
dedication and the wide range of opportunities that enable their children to thrive. 
The proprietor body, supported by the local governing body, fulfils its statutory 
duties, ensuring that arrangements to promote pupils’ safety are robust. 
 
All of the requirements of the independent school standards are met. Leaders have 
ensured that the school is fully compliant with the statutory requirements of the 
early years foundation stage and schedule 10 of the Equality Act 2010. 
 

Safeguarding 
 
The arrangements for safeguarding are effective. 
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How can I feed back my views? 
 
You can use Ofsted Parent View to give Ofsted your opinion on your child’s school, 
or to find out what other parents and carers think. We use information from Ofsted 
Parent View when deciding which schools to inspect, when to inspect them and as 
part of their inspection. 
 
The Department for Education has further guidance on how to complain about a 
school. 
   

http://parentview.ofsted.gov.uk/
http://www.gov.uk/complain-about-school
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School details 
 

Unique reference number 139221 

DfE registration number 211/6005 

Local authority Tower Hamlets 

Inspection number 10342958 

Type of school Other Independent School 

School category Independent school  

Age range of pupils 2 to 11 

Gender of pupils Mixed 

Number of pupils on the school roll 240 

Proprietor Date Palm Primary School Ltd 

Chair Kamrul Islam 

Headteacher Sharifa Khatun 

Annual fees (day pupils) £3,000 

Telephone number 020 3989 5888 

Website www.datepalmprimary.com 

Email address admin@datepalmprimary.com 

Dates of previous inspection 22 to 24 March 2022 
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Information about this school 
 
 Date Palm Primary School is an independent primary day school in Tower 

Hamlets, London that has an Islamic ethos.  

 The school has two premises, all within walking distance of each other. The main 
premises at 80–82 Greenfield Road, London E1 1EJ cater for pupils aged three to 
11. There are additional Nursery classes at 82–88 Mile End Road, London E1 4UN.  

 The school’s proprietor body and leadership team are supported and challenged 
by a separate governing body.  

 The school’s previous standard inspection was in March 2022. 

 The school makes no use of any alternative provision.  
 

Information about this inspection 
 
Inspectors carried out this inspection under section 109(1) and (2) of the Education 
and Skills Act 2008. The purpose of the inspection is to advise the Secretary of State 
for Education about the school’s suitability for continued registration as an 
independent school. 
 
The school meets the independent school standards. These are the requirements set 
out in the schedule to the Education (Independent School Standards) Regulations 
2014. 
 
 Inspections are a point-in-time judgement about the quality of a school’s 

education provision. 

 Inspectors discussed any continued impact of the pandemic with leaders and 
have taken that into account in their evaluation of the school. 

 Inspectors carried out deep dives in these subjects: early reading, mathematics, 
computing and personal, social, health and economic education. For each deep 
dive, inspectors held discussions about the curriculum, visited a sample of 
lessons, spoke to teachers, talked to pupils about their learning in these subjects 
and looked at their work.  

 Inspectors also considered curriculum plans and spoke to leaders about some 
other subjects. The lead inspector also met with leaders representing the 
proprietary and governing body. 

 Inspectors met with groups of pupils to discuss their views about the school, 
behaviour and safety. Inspectors met with some staff. Inspectors analysed the 
survey responses of pupils, staff and parents. 

 Several meetings were held with the headteacher, deputy headteacher, assistant 
headteachers and the subject leaders.  

 Inspectors scrutinised a range of policies and documents. Inspectors checked the 
school’s compliance with the independent school standards. 
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Inspection team 

Aliki Constantopoulou, lead inspector His Majesty’s Inspector 

David Lloyd Ofsted Inspector 

Lascelles Haughton His Majesty’s Inspector 
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The Office for Standards in Education, Children’s Services and Skills (Ofsted) regulates and inspects 

to achieve excellence in the care of children and young people, and in education and skills for 
learners of all ages. It regulates and inspects childcare and children’s social care, and inspects the 

Children and Family Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher 

training, further education and skills, adult and community learning, and education and training in 
prisons and other secure establishments. It assesses council children’s services, and inspects services 

for children looked after, safeguarding and child protection. 
 

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print or Braille, please 
telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk. 

 

You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format or medium, under 
the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence, visit 

www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the Information Policy Team, 
The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email: psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk. 

 

This publication is available at http://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/. 
 

Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our monthly newsletter for more information and 
updates: http://eepurl.com/iTrDn. 

 

Piccadilly Gate 
Store Street 

Manchester 
M1 2WD 

 
T: 0300 123 1231 

Textphone: 0161 618 8524 

E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk 
W: www.gov.uk/ofsted 

 
© Crown copyright 2025 
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