
Inspection of The Life Nursery
The Life Centre, 102-104 Bierley House Avenue, BRADFORD, West Yorkshire BD4 
6BU

Inspection date: 19 May 2025

Overall effectiveness Outstanding

The quality of education Outstanding

Behaviour and attitudes Outstanding

Personal development Outstanding

Leadership and management Outstanding

Overall effectiveness at previous 
inspection

Outstanding



What is it like to attend this early years setting?

The provision is outstanding

Children are excited to attend this vibrant, richly resourced and highly inclusive 
nursery. Staff work tirelessly to give children the best start in life and a wealth of 
knowledge, skills and experiences for future learning. Newer children, still settling 
in, happily explore a wealth of intriguing tactile media and the sounds they make, 
such as by tapping utensils against dangling metal pans and lids. They receive 
cuddles and reassurance from the kind and nurturing staff, whom they continue to 
build attachments to. This helps children to feel safe and secure. Staff plan a 
unique and expansive curriculum that broadens children's horizons and helps all 
children to make excellent progress. 

Children are engrossed in the enticing provision. Older children develop wonderful 
friendships during the vast activities designed to develop their social skills. For 
example, they develop their imagination skills while playing together in the 
exploratory kitchen. The highly accessible environment and organisation of daily 
routines facilitates children's independence skills exceptionally well. Staff are 
excellent role models. They have high expectations for children's behaviour and 
expertly use positive strategies. This includes using resources, such as sand timers 
and those which help children to express and regulate their emotions. This is 
reflected in children's excellent behaviour. For example, children help to tidy up and 
place things back where they belong, such as aprons, balance bicycles and safety 
helmets.

What does the early years setting do well and what does it 
need to do better?

n Staff obtain important information during initial home visits to new families. 
They continually gather wide-ranging information as children settle in. They then 
meet with parents and carers to discuss their assessments and children's future 
learning. Parents complete 'home learning' documents to contribute to staff's 
ongoing assessments. 

n Staff swiftly make referrals and implement expansive intervention strategies to 
support children with delays in their development. They make excellent use of 
additional funding, in partnership with parents. This accelerates children's 
learning and helps them to catch up. For example, staff have purchased more 
challenging outdoor equipment and created a stimulating 'sensory' area with 
intriguing tactile and visual resources.

n Staff take the highest account of children's interests and home experiences. For 
example, children who love being outdoors and those with limited access to 
outdoor space benefit immensely from free access to the exciting nursery 
garden.

n Staff enrich children's understanding of the world through experiences, such as 
observing the life cycle of the chick and interactive animal workshops. They 
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create photo booklets and learning tools to introduce a new topic or spark 
children's curiosity and recall of events. For example, after a visit from the 
police, staff set up a display around a clear container filled with interesting 
objects. This stimulates children's curiosity and encourages exploration, 
observation and discussion.

n Children have exceptional opportunities to develop their stability and 
coordination. Older children clamber over the wooden climbing wall and use 
'wobble' boards. They walk across planks which they place strategically across 
tyres, large empty reels and crates. Younger children use large circular motions 
with paintbrushes and water and propel wheeled toys. Staff have plans to 
introduce yoga sessions for children.

n Children develop excellent small-muscle strength and hand-eye coordination in 
readiness for early writing. For example, children pour their own water from jugs 
in the 'hydration station' and older children fill up measuring cylinders with great 
precision. Staff use these experiences to support children's early mathematical 
skills. Younger children prod, stretch and poke dough, pour water down 
guttering and use wide-ranging scooping resources.

n Staff use stories and fun activities, such as using silky shaving foam, 
toothbrushes and model teeth, to help children to learn about good oral health. 
The nursery takes part in their local authority's toothbrushing programme and 
has introduced children to brushing their teeth in the nursery.

n Staff create an environment that is rich in language and promotes children's love 
of songs and stories wonderfully. They create captivating book areas and use 
inventive homemade props. These bring stories to life and help children to retell 
these with staff, such as that about a hungry caterpillar. Children take books 
home from the nursery's library.

n Parents are exceptionally well informed about, and inspired to support, children's 
learning. For example, staff provide activity ideas and plan events, such as 
'advice' evenings and stay-and-play, song and story sessions.

n Children have rich opportunities to learn about difference. Staff reflect the 
diversity of families through a vast array of images, photos and role-play 
resources. Children learn about everyone's special celebrations. Staff encourage 
parents and staff to share multicultural traditions as part of this.

n Leaders have expansive and inclusive self-evaluation systems. There is an 
excellent investment in staff's well-being and professional growth and 
development. This is reflected in staff's high quality and motivating interactions.

Safeguarding

The arrangements for safeguarding are effective.

There is an open and positive culture around safeguarding that puts children's 
interests first.
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Setting details
Unique reference number EY547903

Local authority Bradford

Inspection number 10392923

Type of provision Childcare on non-domestic premises

Registers Early Years Register, Compulsory Childcare 
Register, Voluntary Childcare Register

Day care type Full day care

Age range of children at time of 
inspection

2 to 4

Total number of places 33

Number of children on roll 60

Name of registered person Our Bd4 Cic

Registered person unique 
reference number RP547902

Telephone number 01274 687 588

Date of previous inspection 18 October 2019

Information about this early years setting

The Life Nursery registered in 2017 and is located in Bradford. The nursery 
employs seven members of staff, all of whom hold early years qualifications; five 
are at level 3 and the manager and deputy manager hold early years professional 
status. The nursery opens Monday to Friday, from 8.30am to 3.15pm, during term 
time. It offers government funded childcare and receives specific funding for 
disadvantaged children.

Information about this inspection

Inspector
Rachel Ayo
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Inspection activities

n The inspector observed the safety and suitability of the nursery.
n The manager, who is also a director and the nominated individual for the 

organisation, deputy manager and the inspector carried out a learning walk 
together. This helped the inspector to understand how staff, the early years 
provision and the curriculum are organised.

n The inspector observed the quality of education, indoors and in the nursery 
garden, and assessed the impact of this on children's learning.

n The inspector observed, and evaluated, daily routines and a variety of activities 
with the manager.

n The inspector spoke with staff, children and parents during the inspection.
n The nursery manager shared a sample of relevant documentation during the 

inspection, including that which confirmed the suitability of staff.

We carried out this inspection under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 2006 
on the quality and standards of provision that is registered on the Early Years 
Register. The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the 
statutory framework for children's learning, development and care, known as the 
early years foundation stage.

If you are not happy with the inspection or the report, you can complain to Ofsted.
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The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted) 
regulates and inspects to achieve excellence in the care of children and young 
people, and in education and skills for learners of all ages. It regulates and 
inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children and Family 
Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher 
training, further education and skills, adult and community learning, and education 
and training in prisons and other secure establishments. It assesses council 
children's services, and inspects services for looked after children, safeguarding 
and child protection.

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print 
or Braille, please telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.

You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format 
or medium, under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence, 
visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the 
Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email: 
psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk

This publication is available at https://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/.

Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our monthly newsletter for more 
information and updates: http://eepurl.com/iTrDn.

Piccadilly Gate
Store Street
Manchester
M1 2WD

T: 0300 123 1231
Textphone: 0161 618 8524
E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
W: www.gov.uk/ofsted

© Crown copyright 2025
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