
Inspection of Muddy Boots Nursery 
School Bournemouth
Kings Park Academy, Ashley Road, Bournemouth BH1 4NB

Inspection date: 10 March 2025

Overall effectiveness Good

The quality of education Good

Behaviour and attitudes Good

Personal development Good

Leadership and management Good

Overall effectiveness at previous 
inspection

Not applicable



What is it like to attend this early years setting?

The provision is good

Staff get to know children and families well. For example, they visit children at 
home to find out about children's routines before they start attending the nursery. 
This helps children settle quickly and feel safe and secure. Children arrive 
confidently, excited to see staff and their friends. They show curiosity about the 
day's activities. Younger children play happily as well-trained staff support them to 
learn about caterpillars and butterflies. Staff model language well and use words 
like 'squeeze' and 'press' as they show children how to mould play dough using 
fingers and tools. Children delight as they make different patterns. Children enjoy 
looking at books in the den. They develop literacy skills as they turn the pages 
independently and gaze at the pictures. 

The curriculum is organised well to engage children and nurture their interests. For 
example, children enjoy messy play with sand, water and play dough. They explore 
different textures as they learn about the colours of the rainbow. Staff count aloud 
as children race cars down a ramp, which helps to develop children's early counting 
skills. Children behave well and know what is expected of them. Staff have high 
expectations for all children. They monitor children's progress well, identifying 
when some children might need extra support in their learning. All children 
progress well. Parents comment that staff are approachable and keep them 
updated about their children's development.

What does the early years setting do well and what does it 
need to do better?

n Parents say that they have a good relationship with staff who support them with 
home learning. For example, each child has a 'library card' that they use to 
borrow books from the nursery to read with their families. This helps children to 
develop a love of reading. Staff support parents to be active with their children 
at home, suggesting fun activities to get the family moving inside or outside. 
This supports children to develop an interest in exercise.

n Children are well behaved, and staff are excellent role models. Relationships 
between staff and children are supportive and caring. For example, staff provide 
children with reassuring cuddles and comfort when they become tired.

n Staff promote children's independence. For example, they encourage children to 
remove their smocks after a painting activity, only intervening when necessary. 
Children know when to wash their hands and are becoming independent in self-
care routines. This helps to prepare them for school.

n Children's health and well-being is central to everything that staff do. For 
example, staff lead a discussion about the benefits of eating fruit, and children 
talk about their favourites. Staff plan opportunities for children to play outside 
and be physically active. Children learn how to keep their teeth clean and 
healthy and why it is important. They remember this and sing the teeth brushing 
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song at home with their families.
n Staff arrange a variety of regular trips and outings for the children. For example, 

the children have visited a pet shop, a care home, the beach and the local area. 
This broadens their knowledge of the world around them.

n Children highlight their home countries on the world map, alongside photos of 
their families and familiar words from any languages they speak. Diversity is 
celebrated, and children learn to value their similarities and differences with 
others.

n Staff narrate stories in an expressive way, and children sit and listen. Staff 
encourage children to participate and make predictions about what will happen 
next. Children are developing confidence to think and discuss topics openly. Staff 
help to extend children's vocabularies and give them time to absorb new words, 
such as 'fidgety', when they describe the character in the book.

n Children benefit from a well-balanced curriculum, and children enjoy the various 
activities that staff organise. However, at times, staff do not engage older 
children during group activities to extend their learning further and build on 
what they already know and can do. 

n Staff are enthusiastic and dedicated in providing children with the best possible 
start in life. Staff well-being is of high priority to the provider. Staff work closely 
as a team to create a nurturing environment for children and continually assess 
the provision to identify and implement improvements.

Safeguarding

The arrangements for safeguarding are effective.

There is an open and positive culture around safeguarding that puts children's 
interests first.

What does the setting need to do to improve?

To further improve the quality of the early years provision, the provider 
should:

n support staff to engage older children more during activities to maintain their 
focus and develop their learning further.
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Setting details
Unique reference number 2711583

Local authority Bournemouth, Christchurch & Poole

Inspection number 10375870

Type of provision Childcare on non-domestic premises

Registers Early Years Register, Compulsory Childcare 
Register

Day care type Full day care

Age range of children at time of 
inspection

1 to 4

Total number of places 55

Number of children on roll 50

Name of registered person Muddy Boots Nursery School Limited

Registered person unique 
reference number RP906924

Telephone number 07867414518

Date of previous inspection Not applicable

Information about this early years setting

Muddy Boots Nursery School registered in 2016. It is one of a group of five 
privately owned settings and operates from purpose-built premises next to King's 
Park Academy in Bournemouth. The setting is open from 8am to 6pm on weekdays 
throughout the year, and the provider offers government funded spaces. There are 
nine staff employed at the setting, the majority of whom hold relevant 
qualifications at level 3 or above, with one holding a level 6 qualification.

Information about this inspection

Inspector
Fiona Whitwell
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Inspection activities

n The manager showed the inspector the premises and discussed how they ensure 
they are safe, secure and suitable.

n The manager joined the inspector on a learning walk and talked to the inspector 
about their curriculum and what they want the children to learn. 

n Children spoke with the inspector during the inspection.
n The inspector talked to staff at appropriate times during the inspection and took 

account of their views.
n Staff spoke to the inspector about how they support children with special 

educational needs and/or disabilities.
n The inspector observed the quality of education being provided and assessed the 

impact that this was having on children's learning.
n The inspector observed the interactions between staff and the children.
n The manager and the inspector carried out a joint observation of a 

communication and language activity.
n Parents shared their views of the setting with the inspector. 
n The manager showed the inspector documentation to demonstrate the suitability 

of staff.

We carried out this inspection under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 2006 
on the quality and standards of provision that is registered on the Early Years 
Register. The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the 
statutory framework for children's learning, development and care, known as the 
early years foundation stage.

If you are not happy with the inspection or the report, you can complain to Ofsted.
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The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted) 
regulates and inspects to achieve excellence in the care of children and young 
people, and in education and skills for learners of all ages. It regulates and 
inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children and Family 
Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher 
training, further education and skills, adult and community learning, and education 
and training in prisons and other secure establishments. It assesses council 
children's services, and inspects services for looked after children, safeguarding 
and child protection.

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print 
or Braille, please telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.

You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format 
or medium, under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence, 
visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the 
Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email: 
psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk

This publication is available at https://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/.

Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our monthly newsletter for more 
information and updates: http://eepurl.com/iTrDn.

Piccadilly Gate
Store Street
Manchester
M1 2WD

T: 0300 123 1231
Textphone: 0161 618 8524
E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
W: www.gov.uk/ofsted

© Crown copyright 2025
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