
Inspection of Pre-School Learning 
Alliance Bulwell Childcare
Bulwell Children's Centre, Steadfold Close, Bulwell, Nottingham NG6 8AX

Inspection date: 1 May 2025

Overall effectiveness Good

The quality of education Good

Behaviour and attitudes Good

Personal development Good

Leadership and management Good

Overall effectiveness at previous 
inspection

Good



What is it like to attend this early years setting?

The provision is good

Children independently leave their parents and develop warm, trusting relationships 
with staff, who are kind and caring. They enthusiastically walk into the setting, 
happy and ready to learn. Staff greet them at the door and support them to quickly 
engage in play activities. Babies confidently communicate their needs at mealtimes, 
for example, by using simple signs to show whether they want more or have 
finished. Older children enjoy playing alongside staff and turn to them if they need 
help.

Children's behaviour is consistently good. They are friendly and sociable towards 
others and enjoy being independent and helpful. Staff gently support toddlers to 
share play dough and take turns using cutters. Older children take pride in having 
responsibilities, such as putting their plates in piles ready for washing when they 
have finished their snack.

Children demonstrate a positive attitude to learning and enjoy exciting activities 
that staff have planned for them. They can freely choose what activity they want to 
take part in and they happily engage in a variety of experiences. For example, 
toddlers plant flowers in plant pots as they learn about nature. Older children enjoy 
sharing stories and develop a love of literature.

What does the early years setting do well and what does it 
need to do better?

n The dedicated staff team have a clear curriculum to support children's learning. 
They know what they want children to achieve and aim for all children to 
develop a love of learning. Children benefit from a broad and well-planned 
curriculum, which encompasses all areas of their development. They 
demonstrate enthusiasm for learning and concentrate well on the activities that 
they have chosen. For example, children are highly focused and excited as they 
mix paint and change colour. They paint their hands with different coloured paint 
and rub their hands together to mix the paints. 

n Staff, generally, implement the curriculum well. They introduce new ideas, model 
skills to children and encourage them to join in and try things out. However, 
occasionally, the delivery of activities for older children does not challenge their 
learning. At times, staff do not focus on the intent of planned activities, 
consequently, children do not gain all that they could from these experiences.

n Staff model language for children to hear. For example, staff sing rhymes with 
babies and use actions to help them understand what words mean. Staff 
encourage older children to explain their thinking as they explore a sensory tent. 
They provide a running commentary as they play alongside children and model 
positional language as they describe how children have stacked coloured hoops. 
However, staff working with younger children do not consistently challenge 
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toddlers to use two or more words together.
n Staff encourage babies to develop their balance to support their mobility. They 

gently hold hands with babies to provide support as they learn to stand and take 
their first steps. Older children and toddlers enjoy healthy snacks, which they 
select independently. Older children use tweezers to pick pieces of banana and 
pear onto their plates, which they carry to the table to eat with their friends.

n Children play cooperatively with their friends while at nursery and learn to share 
resources. They take turns to spoon sprinkles onto the ice creams they have 
made in the role-play area. Staff support children to share their ideas with their 
friends and talk to each other about the flavours of ice cream they have chosen.

n Parents praise the friendly staff and value the support they receive from the 
nursery. They comment that their children are eager to tell them about what 
they have enjoyed doing while at nursery. However, they do not effectively 
provide parents with information about what their child is learning and how they 
can support this learning at home.

n Leaders demonstrate passion and pride in the nursery and support staff with 
regular supervision meetings to check their well-being and set targets to 
enhance their skills. The team complete training together to improve their 
teaching. They reflect on any incidents and make adjustments to the 
environment to ensure the premises are secure and the setting is a safe place 
for children.

Safeguarding

The arrangements for safeguarding are effective.

There is an open and positive culture around safeguarding that puts children's 
interests first. 

What does the setting need to do to improve?

To further improve the quality of the early years provision, the provider 
should:

n support staff to implement activities for older children, so that their teaching is 
consistently focused on what they want children to learn

n help staff implement the curriculum for communication and language for 
younger children more precisely

n explore further ways to enable parents to gain information about what their 
children need to learn next and how they can support this at home.
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Setting details
Unique reference number EY295475

Local authority Nottingham

Inspection number 10403105

Type of provision Childcare on non-domestic premises

Registers Early Years Register, Compulsory Childcare 
Register, Voluntary Childcare Register

Day care type Full day care

Age range of children at time of 
inspection

0 to 11

Total number of places 54

Number of children on roll 61

Name of registered person Pre-School Learning Alliance

Registered person unique 
reference number RP900844

Telephone number 0115 977 0796

Date of previous inspection 21 November 2019

Information about this early years setting

Pre-School Learning Alliance Bulwell Childcare registered in 2004 and is situated in 
Bulwell, Nottingham. The nursery employs nine members of childcare staff. Of 
these, eight hold an appropriate early years qualification at level 3 and one at level 
2. The nursery operates from Monday to Friday, term time only. Sessions are from 
8.30am to 5pm. The nursery provides places for children in receipt of government 
funding.

Information about this inspection

Inspector
Lianne McElvaney
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Inspection activities

n We carried out this inspection as a result of a risk assessment, following 
information we received about the provider. 

n The manager talked to the inspector about activities provided at the nursery to 
share what the staff provide and how this assists children in their learning and 
development.

n The quality of interactions during activities was observed, and the inspector 
assessed the impact this has on children's learning. 

n The inspector spoke with management, staff, parents and the children at 
appropriate times throughout the inspection. 

n The inspector carried out a joint observation with the manager.   
n The inspector held a meeting with the manager. She looked at relevant 

documentation and evidence of the suitability of staff. 

We carried out this inspection under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 2006 
on the quality and standards of provision that is registered on the Early Years 
Register. The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the 
statutory framework for children's learning, development and care, known as the 
early years foundation stage.

If you are not happy with the inspection or the report, you can complain to Ofsted.
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The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted) 
regulates and inspects to achieve excellence in the care of children and young 
people, and in education and skills for learners of all ages. It regulates and 
inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children and Family 
Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher 
training, further education and skills, adult and community learning, and education 
and training in prisons and other secure establishments. It assesses council 
children's services, and inspects services for looked after children, safeguarding 
and child protection.

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print 
or Braille, please telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.

You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format 
or medium, under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence, 
visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the 
Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email: 
psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk

This publication is available at https://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/.

Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our monthly newsletter for more 
information and updates: http://eepurl.com/iTrDn.

Piccadilly Gate
Store Street
Manchester
M1 2WD

T: 0300 123 1231
Textphone: 0161 618 8524
E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
W: www.gov.uk/ofsted

© Crown copyright 2025
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