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What is it like to attend this early years setting?
The provision is outstanding

Children at this joyful setting achieve to the best of their potential. They thrive in
the calm and harmonious atmosphere created by the experienced and thoughtful
teaching team. The leaders of the setting have a clear ethos. They know precisely
what is important for the children to learn and ensure the cohesive team provides a
consistent approach in the way it teaches the children. Children feel valued and
safe and are ready to learn.

The resourceful leadership team prioritises children's independence, self-care,
curiosity and love of learning. All of these are fostered in abundance. The team has
high expectations, trusts the children's capabilities and provides every opportunity
for them to discover that they can do things for themselves. Even the very
youngest children at the setting take great care of the meticulously planned
learning environment. They treat resources with respect and carefully replace their
activities when they have finished exploring them.

Children benefit from learning together across the age range. The older children
offer help and support to the younger ones when needed. They gently remind
them to say 'please' and 'thank you' to the teaching staff when asking for help.
Children are kind to each other, play cooperatively and behave exceptionally well.
Staff speak to the children with courtesy, and children respond to their requests
and instructions promptly.

What does the early years setting do well and what does it
need to do better?

m Children are treated as individuals. All the team are aware of what each child
needs to learn next. The curriculum is well-sequenced, and children's skills grow
at every opportunity. For example, younger children practise balancing on an
obstacle course, which helps to improve their core strength. This means they
can maintain stability, take control and navigate space when they move on to
riding a scooter.

B The team's interactions with the children are excellent. Staff encourage new
vocabulary, introducing words such as 'unstable' and 'vegetarian' during the two-
way flow of meaningful conversation. Children respond well to open-ended
questions from the team, such as 'Your house fell down. What are you going to
do to fix it?' This inspires the children to think critically and problem solve.

m Children's learning is evident. They recall prior learning, demonstrating how the
team has built on what they already know. During the harmonious circle time,
children revisit the names of baby animals and recollect the bugs that they have
found in the outside space.

m Children are granted the time they need to investigate activities and engage
deeply. They use all their senses. They listen to sounds in the environment, feel
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the temperature of the water and look closely at the bugs and leaves that land
in the water. Staff are skilled at knowing when to intervene and when to allow
children space. This means that meaningful play is never disrupted
unnecessarily.

B The team provides excellent support for children's speech and language
development, including those children that are learning English as an additional
language. Staff speak to children at their level. They ensure they make eye
contact so that children can focus on what they are hearing. The team speaks
clearly, using language appropriate to the age and stage of the children. As a
result, children are becoming effective and confident communicators.

B The experienced and dedicated teachers conduct precise observations. This
means that children that may need additional help are identified early and
provided with exceptional, nurturing support. Parents get sage advice and
guidance to help them understand and access specialist services if needed.

B Parents cannot speak highly enough of the team. They praise the way the team
knows the children's unique needs. The setting is fully inclusive. Parents are
invited to join the children to reflect their cultures through important
celebrations, such as Nowruz. Through such experiences, children learn about
the diversity of the world in which we live.

B The team of staff ensure activities underpin the delivery of the curriculum across
all areas of learning. For example, they have identified that children need to
develop their small hand muscles further, as this supports early writing skills. As
a result, children are offered opportunities for cutting, sticking, threading,
pouring and scooping.

Safeguarding
The arrangements for safeguarding are effective.

There is an open and positive culture around safeguarding that puts children's
interests first.
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Setting details

Unique reference number EY544679

Local authority Barnet

Inspection number 10380682

Type of provision Childcare on non-domestic premises
Registers Early Years Register
Day care type Full day care

Age range of children at time of

inspection 2to4

Total number of places 26

Number of children on roll 13

Name of registered person Unity Montessori Ltd
Telephone number 07818047714

Date of previous inspection 19 June 2019

Information about this early years setting

Unity Montessori Nursery registered in 2017 and is situated in the London Borough
of Barnet. The nursery is open each weekday, between 8.45am and 3pm, term
time only. The nursery employs five members of staff. Of these, four hold a level 4
Diploma in Montessori Pedagogy - Birth to Seven.

Information about this inspection

Inspector
Penny Fisher
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Inspection activities

B The deputy manager and the inspector completed a learning walk together of all
areas of the nursery and discussed the early years curriculum.

B The inspector spoke to children and the teaching team at appropriate times
during the inspection.

B The inspector spoke to several parents during the inspection and took account of
their views.

B The manager and the inspector carried out a joint observation of a group activity
together.

B The inspector observed the interactions between the teachers and children and
the quality of education being provided.

B The inspector looked at relevant documentation and reviewed evidence of the
suitability of the teaching team.

We carried out this inspection under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 2006
on the quality and standards of provision that is registered on the Early Years
Register. The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the
statutory framework for children's learning, development and care, known as the
early years foundation stage.

If you are not happy with the inspection or the report, you can complain to Ofsted.
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http://www.gov.uk/complain-ofsted-report
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Ofsted

The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted)
regulates and inspects to achieve excellence in the care of children and young
people, and in education and skills for learners of all ages. It regulates and
inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children and Family
Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher
training, further education and skills, adult and community learning, and education
and training in prisons and other secure establishments. It assesses council
children's services, and inspects services for looked after children, safeguarding
and child protection.

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print
or Braille, please telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.

You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format
or medium, under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence,
visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the
Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email:
psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk

This publication is available at https://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/.

Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our monthly newsletter for more
information and updates: http://eepurl.com/iTrDn.

Piccadilly Gate
Store Street
Manchester
M1 2WD

T: 0300 123 1231
Textphone: 0161 618 8524
E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
W: www.gov.uk/ofsted

© Crown copyright 2025

Inspection report: Unity Montessori Nursery 6
2 May 2025


http://www.gov.uk/ofsted
mailto:enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
http://eepurl.com/iTrDn
https://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/
mailto:psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk
http://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/
mailto:enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk

