
Inspection of Little Green Rascals 
Bishopthorpe
Old School House, School Lane, Bishopthorpe, YORK YO23 2RE

Inspection date: 1 May 2025

Overall effectiveness Outstanding

The quality of education Outstanding

Behaviour and attitudes Outstanding

Personal development Outstanding

Leadership and management Outstanding

Overall effectiveness at previous 
inspection

Outstanding



What is it like to attend this early years setting?

The provision is outstanding

Children make excellent progress across every area of their learning. Staff are 
highly skilled at supporting and challenging them to try and reach their full 
potential. Staff demonstrate exemplary practice consistently in every room at the 
nursery and are excellent role models for children. Children show levels of 
engagement, concentration and enthusiasm in their learning, which go far beyond 
the typical expectation for their age. For example, babies sit with staff in a small 
group and explore different sounds they can make as they pull items from the box. 
Older children use their extensive vocabulary to hold discussions with staff in a 
group. They talk about people who can help us and confidently describe what to do 
in an emergency. 

Staff ensure children are well prepared for the next stages in their learning and 
prioritise their emotional well-being. This begins before they start at nursery, as 
staff use home visits to help them get to know children and their families in their 
own environment. Children show they feel safe and secure in the nursery and 
benefit from the tailored care staff provide. The staff team provides an excellent 
curriculum for children, which helps to build on their existing skills and broaden 
their experiences. Children benefit from learning through real-life experiences as 
they regularly visit new places in the community. For instance, toddlers visit the 
garden centre to buy seeds as staff teach them about life cycles and growth. 

What does the early years setting do well and what does it 
need to do better?

n Children thrive in the nursery and develop excellent communication and 
language skills. Staff consistently use Makaton sign across the nursery and share 
signs with families. They model clear words to young children and use language 
strategies such as 'fab vocab' with older children. For example, children talk 
about the tricky words of the week, and staff help them to use them in context 
in sentences. Staff help all children to develop a love of books and tell stories in 
exciting ways with props and imaginative play.

n Staff help children to feel valued and heard through the use of the school 
council, where children reflect on the nursery environment and suggest how 
they would like to prepare it. Children have high levels of self-confidence, and 
staff help them to develop excellent personal, social and emotional skills. 
Toddlers show kindness as they provide their friends with tissues and help them 
to blow their nose. Older children praise their friends and show pride as they 
acknowledge their 'good teamwork' during activities. 

n Staff tailor the curriculum to meet children's individual needs. They ensure 
children who prefer to learn outdoors can access the full curriculum here. Staff 
prepare environments to enable children to practise their newly learned skills 
and consolidate their learning. For example, older children thoroughly enjoy 
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using the 'Gruffalo café' in the forest school area. They recall favourite parts of 
the story and use their imagination to make 'snacks' in the café. Other children 
make bugs, and staff challenge them to use mathematical language as they 
develop their small physical skills and strength to manipulate the clay.

n The arrangements to support children with special educational needs and/or 
disabilities (SEND) are exemplary. All staff work closely in partnership with 
everyone involved with the child. For instance, they hold meetings for families 
with other professionals and discuss the most effective ways to spend extra 
funding. The provider shares the funding and provides other settings with the 
same resources to ensure children are supported effectively wherever they go.

n Staff actively promote children's positive well-being. They focus on helping 
children to be emotionally ready for the next stages in their learning, including 
their move to school. Staff invite school teachers into the nursery to visit 
children before they start school and provide information about their 
development to help them move on. Parents are invited back into the setting 
when children move on to the next room. This helps the new key person to 
gather information and maintain close relationships with children and their 
family.  

n Children show high levels of independence and take an active part in their own 
self-care. They are aware of their own safety and know how to make healthy 
choices as staff talk to them at mealtimes about vegetables and where their food 
comes from. The nursery prides itself on providing healthy, freshly cooked 
meals, which use locally sourced ingredients.

n The staff team are well-qualified, knowledgeable and experienced. The 
leadership team encourages staff to constantly develop their skills and 
knowledge to work with children. Staff access training that supports them in 
their role and is specific to their key children. The majority of staff have worked 
in the nursery for a long time. They feel valued here, and their well-being is 
prioritised. 

n The staff work exceptionally hard to build links with parents and other 
professionals. They regularly invite families in for special events and parent 
consultations. Parents are extremely pleased with the experiences they have at 
the nursery, including the informative parent sessions about school readiness. 
Other parents say the 'level of care from all staff who go above and beyond daily 
is outstanding' and 'We are so impressed with the extra-curricular activities, and 
there are lots of gorgeous engagement days for families.'

Safeguarding

The arrangements for safeguarding are effective.

There is an open and positive culture around safeguarding that puts children's 
interests first. 
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Setting details
Unique reference number EY546358

Local authority York

Inspection number 10396516

Type of provision Childcare on non-domestic premises

Registers Early Years Register, Compulsory Childcare 
Register, Voluntary Childcare Register

Day care type Full day care

Age range of children at time of 
inspection

0 to 4

Total number of places 61

Number of children on roll 97

Name of registered person
Little Green Rascals Organic Day Nurseries 
Limited

Registered person unique 
reference number RP529046

Telephone number 01904 566730

Date of previous inspection 3 October 2019

Information about this early years setting

Little Green Rascals Bishopthorpe registered in 2017. The nursery employs 20 
members of childcare staff. Of these, 10 hold appropriate early years qualifications 
at level 3, and a further three hold relevant early years qualifications at level 5. The 
nursery opens Monday to Friday, from 7.30am until 6pm, all year round. The 
nursery provides funded early education for two-, three- and four-year-old children. 
Children with SEND attend.  

Information about this inspection

Inspector
Michelle Lorains
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Inspection activities

n The inspector observed the quality of teaching during activities indoors and 
outdoors and assessed the impact this has on children's learning.

n A joint observation was completed by the manager and inspector, outdoors 
during a planned forest school session. 

n The inspector held a discussion with the manager and leadership team in 
relation to the leadership and management of the nursery. She looked at 
relevant documentation, such as evidence of recruitment, staff's qualifications 
and their suitability to work with children. She discussed children's learning and 
development with the staff team and nursery manager. 

n The manager obtained written feedback from parents for the inspection.

We carried out this inspection under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 2006 
on the quality and standards of provision that is registered on the Early Years 
Register. The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the 
statutory framework for children's learning, development and care, known as the 
early years foundation stage.

If you are not happy with the inspection or the report, you can complain to Ofsted.

Inspection report: Little Green Rascals Bishopthorpe
1 May 2025 5

http://www.gov.uk/complain-ofsted-report


The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted) 
regulates and inspects to achieve excellence in the care of children and young 
people, and in education and skills for learners of all ages. It regulates and 
inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children and Family 
Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher 
training, further education and skills, adult and community learning, and education 
and training in prisons and other secure establishments. It assesses council 
children's services, and inspects services for looked after children, safeguarding 
and child protection.

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print 
or Braille, please telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.

You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format 
or medium, under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence, 
visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the 
Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email: 
psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk

This publication is available at https://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/.

Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our monthly newsletter for more 
information and updates: http://eepurl.com/iTrDn.

Piccadilly Gate
Store Street
Manchester
M1 2WD

T: 0300 123 1231
Textphone: 0161 618 8524
E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
W: www.gov.uk/ofsted

© Crown copyright 2025
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