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Personal development Good
Leadership and management Good

Overall effectiveness at previous

inspection Not applicable
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What is it like to attend this early years setting?
The provision is good

Staff create a welcoming environment. This helps children feel valued and safe.
Staff greet children warmly when they arrive. They ask parents about their
children's well-being and health, to ensure they can tailor children's care to their
daily needs.

Leaders set aims for children's learning that are well matched to the ages and
stages of development of the children who attend. For example, they are clear
about the importance of children's emotional, physical and language development.
There is an expectation that throughout the nursery these areas will form the basis
for the curriculum, with an especially strong focus on these areas with the very
youngest children. Staff understand these broad aims and focus many of their
interactions effectively on these key skills. For example, throughout the nursery
staff speak clearly to children, repeating back what they say and adding new words
and phrases to extend further children's vocabulary. The 'family feel' of the nursery
is evident, especially in the warm relationships staff build with children. Staff go
about their day happily and positively and their enthusiasm has a positive impact
on the children, who show they are keen and eager to learn.

What does the early years setting do well and what does it
need to do better?

B Staff offer children lots of opportunities to develop their physical skills. Outside,
staff build dens with children, encouraging them to move and balance sticks and
logs. Inside, children have regular access to a soft-play area, where they can
practise their climbing skills. Children of all ages enjoy playing with dough and
other sensory materials. Through these activities they begin to build control,
agility and muscle strength.

B Staff understand broadly what children need to be taught and when. However,
leaders are not fully successful at ensuring staff consistently use this knowledge
well to plan specific activities and resources. This leads to times when staff plan
activities that are not best focused on what different ages of children most need
to learn next. For example, sometimes staff plan activities based around writing
letters and numbers before children have developed the muscle control they
need to be able to do so.

m Children show they are learning well from learning experiences that happen
regularly. For example, older children benefit from well organised, regular
opportunities to learn about different sounds in the environment, which prepare
them well for later learning at school about letters and the sounds they
represent. Children join in these activities enthusiastically. They use what they
remember to make different sounds, and listen to instructions.

m Overall, routines are well embedded. Older children know what they will be
doing at different times of the day and understand what is expected of them.
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However, sometimes staff working with babies and very young children do not
best prepare these children for changes in activities. For example, staff start
singing or reading to children before they have helped them sit, settle and be
ready. At these times, some children become a little unsettled. Staff offer lots of
comfort, but useful learning opportunities are lost.

m Children behave well at nursery. Staff are consistent in their messages about
acceptable behaviour and use daily routines well to teach children what is
expected of them. Staff working with older children teach them well how to wait
a turn and that sometimes not all children can have a turn at everything in the
same day. They reassure children that if they do not have a turn this time they
will next. This helps children learn about fairness and to have reasonable
expectations.

m Staff encourage children to follow healthy and hygienic routines. These promote
children's good health. Children learn to wash their hands before mealtimes.
They learn about the importance of brushing their teeth regularly. They are
encouraged to enjoy energetic play outside.

W Partnerships with parents are effective. Staff work well with parents when
children have special educational needs and/or disabilities. Staff ensure they
have the information they need about particular needs, so they can make
adaptations to routines or equipment to ensure all children can join in, be safe
and learn well.

Safeguarding
The arrangements for safeguarding are effective.

There is an open and positive culture around safeguarding that puts children's
interests first.

What does the setting need to do to improve?

To further improve the quality of the early years provision, the provider
should:

B monitor the implementation of the curriculum more closely, so staff can be
supported to ensure activities and learning experiences more consistently match
the identified curriculum intent

m improve how babies and very young children are prepared for changes in
activities so they can focus well, join in and get the most from the learning
experiences on offer.

Inspection report: Sweetcroft Day Care 3
15 April 2025



Ofsted

Setting details

Unique reference number 2728029

Local authority Buckinghamshire

Inspection number 10394690

Type of provision Childcare on non-domestic premises
Registers Ezgllys t\;erars Register, Compulsory Childcare
Day care type Full day care

Age range of children at time of

inspection 0to4

Total number of places 92

Number of children on roll 90

Name of registered person Weeden, Lynda Jane

Telephone number 07932327593

Date of previous inspection Not applicable

Information about this early years setting

Sweetcroft Day Care registered in 2023 and is situated in Lacey Green,
Buckinghamshire. It offers care 7.30am to 6pm, Monday to Friday, throughout the
year. The provider employs 18 members of staff, of whom 14 hold relevant
childcare qualifications. The provider offers funded early education for children
aged nine months and above.

Information about this inspection

Inspector
Sarah Holley

Inspection activities

B The inspector, the manager and the deputy manager completed a learning walk
together and discussed the early years curriculum.

B The manager and the inspector carried out a joint observation.

B The inspector held meetings with leaders to find out about the leadership and
management of the setting.

B The inspector looked at a sample of key documentation.

B Parents and children shared their views, and the inspector took these into
account.
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We carried out this inspection under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 2006
on the quality and standards of provision that is registered on the Early Years
Register. The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the
statutory framework for children's learning, development and care, known as the
early years foundation stage.

If you are not happy with the inspection or the report, you can complain to Ofsted.
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http://www.gov.uk/complain-ofsted-report

FHK

Ofsted

The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted)
regulates and inspects to achieve excellence in the care of children and young
people, and in education and skills for learners of all ages. It regulates and
inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children and Family
Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher
training, further education and skills, adult and community learning, and education
and training in prisons and other secure establishments. It assesses council
children's services, and inspects services for looked after children, safeguarding
and child protection.

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print
or Braille, please telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.

You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format
or medium, under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence,
visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the
Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email:
psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk

This publication is available at https://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/.

Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our monthly newsletter for more
information and updates: http://eepurl.com/iTrDn.

Piccadilly Gate
Store Street
Manchester
M1 2WD

T: 0300 123 1231
Textphone: 0161 618 8524
E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
W: www.gov.uk/ofsted

© Crown copyright 2025
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