
Inspection of Little Bugs Childcare
Creepy Crawlies, Wigginton Road, Wigginton, YORK YO32 2RH

Inspection date: 14 April 2025

Overall effectiveness Good

The quality of education Good

Behaviour and attitudes Good

Personal development Good

Leadership and management Good

Overall effectiveness at previous 
inspection

Good



What is it like to attend this early years setting?

The provision is good

Children arrive happy at this warm and friendly nursery. They separate from their 
parents and carers with ease. Staff provide a successful settling-in process that 
ensures children feel safe and secure. They create effective relationships with 
parents and communicate regularly about their children's learning. Parents report 
that they are 'very pleased' with the care provided at this nursery. Children have 
strong bonds with staff. The key-person system that is in place works well for all 
children. Children seek out their key person when needing reassurance. Afterwards, 
they are happy to return to their play. Staff put children's emotional well-being at 
the forefront of their care.

Overall, children's learning is well sequenced through the nursery. Leaders plan a 
curriculum that prepares children for going to school. Staff place a large focus on 
children's communication and language skills. They model good English, and 
children go on to use newly introduced vocabulary during their own imaginative 
play. For example, staff describe shapes as two-dimensional and three-dimensional 
and explain what this means. Children then explore the fairy garden and describe a 
tree log as a 'three-dimensional shape' This helps children to make good progress 
in the development of their communication. 

What does the early years setting do well and what does it 
need to do better?

n Staff give children opportunities to develop their independence. Toddlers 
independently place tissues in the bin after they have wiped their noses. 
Children serve their own food at mealtimes, and staff encourage them to try 
vegetables in the meal. Children can access drinks throughout the day. They are 
able to undo buttons when removing painting aprons. Staff continually praise 
children for their efforts in being independent.

n Leaders are present in the day-to-day running of the nursery. They use peer 
observations so experienced staff can support other staff members. Leaders 
ensure that feedback between colleagues is constructive to promote high-quality 
learning. However, staff supervision sessions are not fully effective in supporting 
newer staff to develop their confidence in consistently engaging in children's 
play and extending their learning.

n Staff are confident in knowing where children are developmentally and what 
their next steps in learning will be. They can explain how they will support them 
to achieve the skills they need for school. However, occasionally, staff do not link 
activities to support children's individual abilities. For example, sometimes 
children's next steps in learning are too broad in their intention and are not 
always tailored to teaching individual children what they need to learn next. 

n Leaders and staff support children with special educational needs and/or 
disabilities (SEND) well. They engage with other professionals in order to 
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support all children. Leaders use additional funding to provide extra training for 
staff. This means that staff are able to support children's specific needs. 
Consequently, children with SEND make good progress. 

n Children are confident in their exploration of the nursery. They are curious when 
playing with new resources, such as a fairy garden. They work together to use 
three-dimensional shapes and build towers. Children share resources and take 
turns. They show high levels of respect for one another. Children's behaviour is 
consistently good across the nursery. 

n Partnerships with parents are good. Parents particularly praise staff for how well 
they know children. Staff send regular assessments to parents to ensure that 
they are involved in their children's learning. Parents are confident that staff 
know their children well when reading these. 

n Leaders place a large focus on staff's well-being. They take into account staff's 
views on workload and reduce this where possible. Staff report feeling happy 
and that leaders are approachable and supportive. Leaders check in with staff on 
a weekly basis. They provide development opportunities to extend staff's 
knowledge in areas additional to mandatory training. Leaders take on board 
feedback to ensure that training is beneficial for staff.

n Children practise developing their fine and gross motor skills. In the outdoor 
area, children can climb, balance and jump. Toddlers use pipettes to squeeze 
water into small watering cans. Staff make writing equipment available for 
children to access at any time. 

Safeguarding

The arrangements for safeguarding are effective.

There is an open and positive culture around safeguarding that puts children's 
interests first.

What does the setting need to do to improve?

To further improve the quality of the early years provision, the provider 
should:

n support less experienced staff in maintaining consistent high-quality teaching, 
such as by using staff supervision sessions more effectively

n plan more precisely for children's next steps in learning to help them to make 
the best possible progress.
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Setting details
Unique reference number EY444577

Local authority York

Inspection number 10388378

Type of provision Childcare on non-domestic premises

Registers Early Years Register, Compulsory Childcare 
Register, Voluntary Childcare Register

Day care type Full day care

Age range of children at time of 
inspection

0 to 4

Total number of places 51

Number of children on roll 84

Name of registered person Masce Limited

Registered person unique 
reference number RP910222

Telephone number 01904692221

Date of previous inspection 9 July 2019

Information about this early years setting

Little Bugs Childcare registered in 2012 and is located in York. The nursery employs 
12 members of childcare staff. Of these, 10 staff hold appropriate early years 
qualifications at level 3 or above. The nursery opens all year round, from 7.30am 
until 6pm, Monday to Friday. It provides government funded childcare.

Information about this inspection

Inspector
Abby Clarkson

Inspection activities

n The manager and inspector completed a learning walk together of all areas of 
the nursery and discussed the early years curriculum. 

n Children spoke with the inspector during the inspection.
n Staff spoke to the inspector about how they support children with SEND. 
n Parents shared their views of the nursery with the inspector.  
n The inspector looked at relevant documentation and reviewed evidence of the 

suitability of staff working in the nursery.
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We carried out this inspection under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 2006 
on the quality and standards of provision that is registered on the Early Years 
Register. The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the 
statutory framework for children's learning, development and care, known as the 
early years foundation stage.

If you are not happy with the inspection or the report, you can complain to Ofsted.
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The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted) 
regulates and inspects to achieve excellence in the care of children and young 
people, and in education and skills for learners of all ages. It regulates and 
inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children and Family 
Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher 
training, further education and skills, adult and community learning, and education 
and training in prisons and other secure establishments. It assesses council 
children's services, and inspects services for looked after children, safeguarding 
and child protection.

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print 
or Braille, please telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.

You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format 
or medium, under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence, 
visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the 
Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email: 
psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk

This publication is available at https://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/.

Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our monthly newsletter for more 
information and updates: http://eepurl.com/iTrDn.

Piccadilly Gate
Store Street
Manchester
M1 2WD

T: 0300 123 1231
Textphone: 0161 618 8524
E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
W: www.gov.uk/ofsted

© Crown copyright 2025
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