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Overall effectiveness Outstanding

The quality of education Outstanding

Behaviour and attitudes Outstanding

Personal development Outstanding

Leadership and management Outstanding

Overall effectiveness at previous 
inspection

Good



What is it like to attend this early years setting?

The provision is outstanding

Nursery managers and staff create a very positive and highly inclusive 
environment, where all children flourish. Care is personalised, individual and 
respectful. Staff get to know children extremely well. They care deeply for them 
and build strong bonds. Support for children's personal, emotional and social 
development is outstanding. Staff talk to children about whether they feel angry, 
calm, happy or sad. They praise children and celebrate their unique achievements 
through a 'proud cloud' display. This helps build children's confidence and self-
esteem. Children feel a sense of belonging as they take turns to be 'handy helpers' 
at mealtimes. They become 'safety spies' as they help staff check the enclosed 
garden for any hazards. This helps children to learn about risks and how to keep 
themselves safe. 

Children are curious and highly motivated to learn as they roll potatoes down pipes 
to see how fast they travel. They show high levels of concentration and focus as 
they pour water from jugs and compare the size of seedlings they have planted. 
There is a strong focus on being outside and enjoying fresh air and exercise. 
Children are very happy and settled. Staff help children to feel secure by using 
pictures to show what is happening now and what will happen next. They help 
children to manage their behaviour by using yoga techniques and creating a special 
area in the garden for children to be calm. 

What does the early years setting do well and what does it 
need to do better?

n Staff support children to grow rapidly in independence. They teach children how 
to safely chop prunes and grapefruits to make their own smoothies. Staff use a 
'snuffle station' to teach children to clean their noses themselves. They put 
stickers on shoes to help children identify which foot is left and which is right.  

n Staff have a very clear understanding of where children are in their 
development. They closely monitor children's progress and interests. Staff use 
this information to plan highly effective support and to prepare children for their 
move to school. This includes dedicated time for children to recap on their 
learning. 

n Children benefit from a wide range of exciting, innovative and challenging 
activities and experiences. They learn about lifecycles and how to keep their 
bodies healthy as they grow cress to eat, take part in baking activities, and plant 
tomatoes and carrots. Children mark special events such as Easter, St Patrick's 
Day and Eid.

n Staff work closely with parents and other professionals involved with children. 
They gather detailed information about children and use this to help broaden 
their experiences. For example, they ensure there is plenty of outdoor play for 
children who do not have access to this at home. 

Inspection report: Ladybird Children's Nursery - St Catherine's 
1 April 2025 2



n There is outstanding support for children's language development. Staff carefully 
phrase questions to help children express their thoughts and ideas. They 
introduce descriptive words such as 'crunchy' or 'soft' and new words such as 
'gravity' and 'spiral'. Staff use sign language, objects and pictures to help aid 
children's communication still further.

n Staff provide excellent opportunities for children to develop physically. Children 
develop dexterity and coordination as they roll dough, squeeze pipettes, paint 
with brushes and pop soap bubbles in the air. Children develop their core 
strength as they stretch and climb, and balance on beams and stepping stones.

n Staff plan excellent support for mathematics. They talk to children about the 
position of their sandcastles and how lifting the pipe they roll items down will 
make them go slower or faster. Staff encourage children to choose between 
different shades of colour as they make marks on large rolls of paper. They talk 
to them about the patterns they make. 

n Feedback from parents is superb. Parents describe the nursery as nurturing and 
praise the 'love, warmth and care' staff show. Parents praise the systems for 
communication and the close links the nursery has with the local school that 
children also attend. They say staff go above and beyond in the care of their 
children.

n Managers have extensive experience of caring for children with special 
educational needs and/or disabilities. Additional funding the setting receives 
helps to provide support for children's physical and sensory development. 

n Managers and staff continuously evaluate what works well for children and what 
can be improved. For example, as a result of evaluation, managers have 
strengthened support for mathematics throughout the nursery. 

n Staff are supported very well, in terms of both their professional development 
and well-being. Managers and staff share tasks and work extremely well 
together. 

Safeguarding

The arrangements for safeguarding are effective.

There is an open and positive culture around safeguarding that puts children's 
interests first.
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Setting details
Unique reference number EY546125

Local authority Newcastle upon Tyne

Inspection number 10392833

Type of provision Childcare on non-domestic premises

Registers Early Years Register, Compulsory Childcare 
Register, Voluntary Childcare Register

Day care type Sessional day care

Age range of children at time of 
inspection

1 to 4

Total number of places 45

Number of children on roll 28

Name of registered person Ladybird's Childrens Nursery Limited

Registered person unique 
reference number RP521335

Telephone number 07544369921

Date of previous inspection 11 September 2019

Information about this early years setting

Ladybird Children's Nursery - St Catherine's registered in 2017. The nursery 
employs four members of childcare staff, including the manager who holds a level 5 
qualification. The nursery opens from 8.30am until 3.30pm, Monday to Friday, 
during term time only. It also operates a breakfast club, from 7.30am. The nursery 
offers government-funded places for childcare. 

Information about this inspection

Inspector
Julie Foers
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Inspection activities

n Managers discussed with the inspector how the setting organises and plans the 
curriculum and experiences for children. The inspector viewed the space used by 
the setting.

n The inspector observed the quality of education during activities and assessed 
the impact on children's learning. The inspector and manager evaluated an 
activity together. 

n The inspector discussed with managers how they help to keep children safe. 
This included confirmation of first-aid training and the suitability of those 
working on the premises.

n The inspector held discussions with the managers and staff. She took into 
account the views of parents. 

We carried out this inspection under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 2006 
on the quality and standards of provision that is registered on the Early Years 
Register. The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the 
statutory framework for children's learning, development and care, known as the 
early years foundation stage.

If you are not happy with the inspection or the report, you can complain to Ofsted.
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The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted) 
regulates and inspects to achieve excellence in the care of children and young 
people, and in education and skills for learners of all ages. It regulates and 
inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children and Family 
Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher 
training, further education and skills, adult and community learning, and education 
and training in prisons and other secure establishments. It assesses council 
children's services, and inspects services for looked after children, safeguarding 
and child protection.

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print 
or Braille, please telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.

You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format 
or medium, under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence, 
visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the 
Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email: 
psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk

This publication is available at https://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/.

Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our monthly newsletter for more 
information and updates: http://eepurl.com/iTrDn.

Piccadilly Gate
Store Street
Manchester
M1 2WD

T: 0300 123 1231
Textphone: 0161 618 8524
E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
W: www.gov.uk/ofsted

© Crown copyright 2025
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