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Inspection date: 31 March 2025

Overall effectiveness Good

The quality of education Good

Behaviour and attitudes Good

Personal development Good

Leadership and management Good

Overall effectiveness at previous 
inspection

Requires improvement



What is it like to attend this early years setting?

The provision is good

Children rush inside when they arrive and quickly settle. Staff welcome them and 
ask them how they are feeling. Children are keen to get involved in the activities on 
offer. They put their arms out as they balance to walk along a beam outside. As 
they jump off, they clap their hands in delight at their success and staff praise 
them. Children develop their large physical skills well. Staff support children to have 
a go at tasks they find challenging. They show children how to fit small 
constructions pieces together and provide encouragement and support as they 
have a go themselves. 

Staff skilfully plan activities that build on what children already know and can do. 
They regularly talk as a staff team about why activities have been planned and how 
they support the next stages of children's learning. For example, children show an 
interest in finding out about different minibeasts when they spot a spider on a walk 
in the local area. Back at the setting, children become engrossed in exploring 
different types of minibeasts and identifying their body parts using magnifying 
glasses. Later, staff help the children find out more about the minibeasts by 
supporting them to find photographs of minibeasts in non-fiction books. Staff read 
the information about the different minibeasts to the children to help broaden 
children's knowledge.

What does the early years setting do well and what does it 
need to do better?

n Since the last inspection, all staff have attended training on how to develop 
children's communication and language skills even further. Staff repeat words 
back to children to help them develop their pronunciation of words. They are 
secure in what they want children to learn from activities. The provider is 
reflective about what they do well and how they would like to improve further. 

n Staff helps parents with any ongoing worries or concerns they have at home. 
Parents speak positively about the extra help they have received about toilet 
training or helping their children to not use a dummy when speaking at home. 
Staff provide parents with suggestions of activities for how they can support 
their children at home in the next stages of their learning. Parents particularly 
enjoy the sessions at the setting where they can stay and play with their 
children. 

n Staff encourage children to develop a healthy lifestyle. At snack time, staff talk 
to children about the importance of drinking water or milk throughout the day. 
Children confidently share the different types of fruit they have for snack. They 
talk to staff about what they have eaten for breakfast. Staff support children to 
understand the importance of eating breakfast and talk about foods which are 
healthy. They talk to children about the importance of brushing their teeth and 
visiting the dentist regularly. 
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n Staff are skilled at supporting children with their mathematical development. 
Throughout the day, staff encourage children to use their counting skills and use 
mathematical language. Children confidently mould cakes made out of play 
dough for an Eid celebration. They talk about halving cakes so they can share 
with their friends. 

n Staff support children to take part in routine times of the day, such as circle time 
when they come in at the start of the day. They explain what activities children 
can take part in during the day. Later, children share experiences with staff of 
what they have learned during the morning before lunch. They share books with 
staff and sing nursery rhymes together. Occasionally, group times for some 
children are too long.

n Overall, staff interact well with children during their play. They talk to children 
about their feelings, such as if they are feeling happy or sad and why. Staff talk 
to children about what they could do to cheer themselves up if they are feeling 
sad. Occasionally, staff's interaction with children are not as purposeful, 
therefore, some children do not always receive as many high-quality 
interactions. 

n Staff encourage children to be as independent as possible. They confidently put 
their coats on and zip them up. Staff extend their dressing skills even further by 
supporting children to put on different dressing-up clothes, including hats and 
different types of shoes. Children also pour their own drinks at snack time and 
try and open their own lunch boxes and packets at snack time. This supports 
children for their eventual transition to school.

Safeguarding

The arrangements for safeguarding are effective.

There is an open and positive culture around safeguarding that puts children's 
interests first. 

What does the setting need to do to improve?

To further improve the quality of the early years provision, the provider 
should:

n strengthen staff interactions to enhance the quality of teaching even further
n develop group times, so children are not sitting for too long.
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Setting details
Unique reference number EY536696

Local authority Leicester

Inspection number 10353030

Type of provision Childcare on non-domestic premises

Registers Early Years Register, Compulsory Childcare 
Register, Voluntary Childcare Register

Day care type Full day care

Age range of children at time of 
inspection

2 to 4

Total number of places 40

Number of children on roll 52

Name of registered person First Steps (Beaumont Leys) Ltd

Registered person unique 
reference number RP536695

Telephone number 07834705621

Date of previous inspection 9 May 2024

Information about this early years setting

First Steps Beaumont Leys registered in 2016. It is located in Beaumont Leys, 
Leicester. The pre-school employs eight members of childcare staff. All of these 
hold an early years qualification at level 3 or above. The pre-school opens from 
Monday to Friday, from 9am to 3pm during term time only. The pre-school provides 
funded early education. 

Information about this inspection

Inspector
Emily Lofts
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Inspection activities

n The manager joined the inspector on a learning walk and talked to the inspector 
about their curriculum and what they want the children to learn. 

n The inspector talked to staff at appropriate times during the inspection and took 
account of their views.

n The inspector carried out a joint observation of a group activity with the 
manager.

n The inspector spoke to several parents during the inspection and took account of 
their views.

n The inspector looked at relevant documentation and reviewed evidence of the 
suitability of staff working in the nursery.

We carried out this inspection under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 2006 
on the quality and standards of provision that is registered on the Early Years 
Register. The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the 
statutory framework for children's learning, development and care, known as the 
early years foundation stage.

If you are not happy with the inspection or the report, you can complain to Ofsted.
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The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted) 
regulates and inspects to achieve excellence in the care of children and young 
people, and in education and skills for learners of all ages. It regulates and 
inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children and Family 
Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher 
training, further education and skills, adult and community learning, and education 
and training in prisons and other secure establishments. It assesses council 
children's services, and inspects services for looked after children, safeguarding 
and child protection.

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print 
or Braille, please telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.

You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format 
or medium, under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence, 
visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the 
Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email: 
psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk

This publication is available at https://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/.

Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our monthly newsletter for more 
information and updates: http://eepurl.com/iTrDn.

Piccadilly Gate
Store Street
Manchester
M1 2WD

T: 0300 123 1231
Textphone: 0161 618 8524
E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
W: www.gov.uk/ofsted

© Crown copyright 2025
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