
Inspection of Treehouse Pre-School
Winslow C of E Combined School, Lowndes Way, Winslow, BUCKINGHAM MK18 3EN

Inspection date: 7 March 2025

Overall effectiveness Outstanding

The quality of education Outstanding

Behaviour and attitudes Outstanding

Personal development Outstanding

Leadership and management Outstanding

Overall effectiveness at previous 
inspection

Outstanding



What is it like to attend this early years setting?

The provision is outstanding

Children are making exceptional progress in their learning. Staff provide a vast 
amount of well-targeted and highly effective support for individual children's needs. 
They use information from parents, and other carers involved in children's lives, to 
provide experiences that truly support children's emotional well-being, interests 
and next steps in their learning. Children are motivated to use their preferred style 
of learning through the staff's positive engagement and interactions. This helps to 
increase their opportunities to develop further skills. For example, staff play 
alongside children making 'potions', using their knowledge of children's intrigue 
with mixing and experimenting to support their confidence to use their voice. This 
also helps to develop their physical skills to bend, stretch and pour and mix. 

Children have an extremely strong and positive attitude to their ongoing learning. 
Staff provide a stimulating, vibrant and creative play environment, both indoors and 
outdoors, to spark children's imaginations, curiosity and intrigue. Children are 
determined to make the play go their way. Staff use their engagement to enhance 
children's participation to extend their confidence to question, be critical thinkers 
and solve problems. This results in children sustaining their interest in activities and 
play for long periods. Staff successfully stretch and extend their play according to 
their level of understanding. 

What does the early years setting do well and what does it 
need to do better?

n Children with special educational needs and/or disabilities receive substantial 
support to help close gaps in their development. Staff work dynamically 
alongside other professionals to provide strong, consistent approaches to 
children's learning. For example, staff adapt successful strategies used to 
support previous children's speech and language while waiting for referrals to 
specialists. They work extremely closely with parents to promote consistent 
practices at home. This results in significant improvements in children's 
confidence to use their voice and the words that they know.

n The management team goes above and beyond to support everyone involved in 
the care and development of children. There is a positive culture within the staff 
team to continuously strive to improve experiences for children and their 
families. This helps to promote the absolute best opportunities for children to 
learn and develop. 

n Every child's unique character and experiences are used to strengthen areas that 
they need to develop further. Children make clear, confident decisions as to 
where to play and how to play. Staff use their unmistakably strong knowledge of 
each child to guide children's play in well-thought-out experiences to help them 
to learn to their full potential. 

n Parents make significantly positive comments about the support they receive 
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from all staff as well as the exceptional progress their children are making. Their 
opinions are highly valued by staff to assess the effectiveness of their 
partnership and how this can be adapted for each family and their particular 
needs. For example, staff give purposeful support when parents apply for 
funding to guide them through the process to promote children's ongoing 
learning and care.

n Managers make exceptional use of additional funding for individual children. 
They go above and beyond to provide parents with ideas as to how to 
continually promote children's experiences out of the setting. For example, 
management buy bus passes for families to enable them to give children 
different learning experiences during school holidays to ensure they continue to 
progress when the setting is closed.

n All children are given the individual support they need to develop their 
communication and language skills. For example, children who speak English as 
an additional language receive considerate interactions to extensively support 
their confidence to express themselves through key home-language words, 
expressions and gestures. Staff give children time to absorb information in their 
home language, the use of visual aids and simple English statements. Children 
use this time to develop the skills to use both languages successfully in their 
play and to express their needs. Parents give high praise to the staff for the 
levels of respect for children's heritage. 

n Children's emotional well-being is extremely highly promoted to give children an 
exceptional sense of safety and security. Children run into the provision, showing 
excitement and comfort when greeted by their familiar key person, especially 
when they have been through very recent difficult circumstances. Staff use their 
interactions meticulously to thoroughly support children's feelings and 
relationships with others. 

n Staff listen respectfully to children's voices and use these opinions to optimise 
their confidence to explore new and exciting experiences. For example, staff use 
children's interest in the boat in the garden to introduce mark making through 
imaginative play of driving to the shops by making a shopping list together. 

Safeguarding

The arrangements for safeguarding are effective.

There is an open and positive culture around safeguarding that puts children's 
interests first. 
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Setting details
Unique reference number EY358828

Local authority Buckinghamshire

Inspection number 10375856

Type of provision Childcare on non-domestic premises

Registers Early Years Register, Compulsory Childcare 
Register, Voluntary Childcare Register

Day care type Full day care

Age range of children at time of 
inspection

2 to 4

Total number of places 30

Number of children on roll 51

Name of registered person Treehouse Pre-School Committee

Registered person unique 
reference number RP527153

Telephone number 01296 712 333

Date of previous inspection 7 May 2019

Information about this early years setting

Treehouse Pre-School registered in 2007. It is managed by a voluntary parent 
committee and is sited in a building within the grounds of Winslow Church of 
England Combined School, Winslow, near Buckingham. The setting operates from 
8.50am to 3pm, Monday to Friday, term time only. The setting employs 17 
members of childcare staff. Of these, 10 hold appropriate early years qualifications 
at level 3 and above. The setting provides funded early education for two-, three- 
and four-year-old children. 

Information about this inspection

Inspector
Claire Parnell

Inspection report: Treehouse Pre-School
7 March 2025 4



Inspection activities

n The manager, nominated individual and inspector completed a learning walk 
together of all areas of the setting and discussed the early years curriculum.

n Children told the inspector about their friends and what they like to do when 
they are at the setting.

n The inspector talked to staff at appropriate times during the inspection and took 
account of their views.

n The manager and the inspector carried out a joint observation during outdoor 
play. 

n The inspector spoke to several parents during the inspection and took account of 
their views.

We carried out this inspection under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 2006 
on the quality and standards of provision that is registered on the Early Years 
Register. The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the 
statutory framework for children's learning, development and care, known as the 
early years foundation stage.

If you are not happy with the inspection or the report, you can complain to Ofsted.
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The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted) 
regulates and inspects to achieve excellence in the care of children and young 
people, and in education and skills for learners of all ages. It regulates and 
inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children and Family 
Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher 
training, further education and skills, adult and community learning, and education 
and training in prisons and other secure establishments. It assesses council 
children's services, and inspects services for looked after children, safeguarding 
and child protection.

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print 
or Braille, please telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.

You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format 
or medium, under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence, 
visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the 
Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email: 
psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk

This publication is available at https://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/.

Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our monthly newsletter for more 
information and updates: http://eepurl.com/iTrDn.

Piccadilly Gate
Store Street
Manchester
M1 2WD

T: 0300 123 1231
Textphone: 0161 618 8524
E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
W: www.gov.uk/ofsted

© Crown copyright 2025
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