
Inspection of Traquinas Childcare
17/19 Raymond Street, Thetford, Norfolk IP24 2EA

Inspection date: 6 March 2025

Overall effectiveness Outstanding

The quality of education Outstanding

Behaviour and attitudes Outstanding

Personal development Outstanding

Leadership and management Outstanding

Overall effectiveness at previous 
inspection

Good



What is it like to attend this early years setting?

The provision is outstanding

Children thrive in this inclusive and nurturing setting. Staff greet children with a 
warm and friendly welcome. The setting has a highly effective key-person system 
that ensures children form close attachments to staff, who are highly responsive to 
their individual needs. Staff set clear boundaries to help guide children's behaviour 
and consistently model respect and tolerance for others. As a result, children are 
kind and considerate to one another and quickly help their friends when needed.

Staff skilfully provide children with immersive learning opportunities in the setting 
and on outings. For instance, children spend the day in their allotment where they 
learn about life cycles and their environment. Children are highly engaged in the 
setting as they discuss the needs of their pet snail. They excitedly use an atlas 
book to discuss where he has come from and how big he will grow. Staff's attentive 
teaching and calming guidance encourage children to be curious learners and 
provide them with exciting and new experiences. Independence is encouraged from 
an early age. Young children sweep away and tidy up enthusiastically, as older 
children confidently pour their own water, dress themselves and are taught how to 
safely use knives to cut up fruit for snack. These skills help children to be ready for 
when they go to school. 

What does the early years setting do well and what does it 
need to do better?

n The management team have devised a highly focused curriculum that is securely 
embedded across the setting. Staff have expert knowledge of child development 
and continually review their practice to provide high-quality teaching. They 
skilfully adapt learning experiences to support children's next steps. Staff know 
their key children exceptionally well and ensure that activities our planned 
around children's individual needs and interests. They make excellent use of a 
range of assessment tools to identify any emerging gaps in children's 
development. Staff use this information to successfully implement early 
intervention strategies and targeted teaching.

n Staff strive to provide a setting that enhances children learning experiences, 
including those with special educational needs and/or disabilities (SEND). They 
work incredibly well with other professionals to improve outcomes for all 
children. The management team use additional funding to ensure children with 
SEND experience the same opportunities. They plan excellent extra-curricular 
opportunities, such as swimming lessons, forest school, trips to the local care 
homes, and have hired a speech and language therapist to support children 
develop their communication skills. This helps to deepen children's learning and 
enjoyment and to give them the very best start to their early education. 

n Children have excellent physical skills and understand the importance of leading 
a healthy lifestyle. They skilfully use equipment to create obstacle courses and 
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balancing platforms in the garden. The in-house chef prepares home cooked, 
nutritional food that allows children to explore different tastes. Parents comment 
this has changed the way they eat at home and has provided them with new 
ideas to support healthy eating outside of the setting. 

n Staff are experts in promoting children's early communication skills. Children are 
immersed in a language-rich environment that supports their early language 
development. This especially supports children who speak English as an 
additional language. Staff use sign language, model high-quality speech and 
engage children in meaningful conversations that encourage them to express 
their thoughts and ideas. Children develop a love for books and have access to a 
variety of different literature. They relish opportunities to take part in weekly 
'drama tots' sessions where they explore music, movement and drama.

n Parents are overwhelmingly complimentary about the setting. They feel that they 
are approachable, trusting and go out of their way to help parents learn effective 
way to support their children at home. For instance, parents are invited to potty 
training workshops, school readiness cafes and are encouraged to be involved in 
extra-curricular activities within the setting. This helps to support children's 
continuity of learning.

n The management team are inspirational and care deeply about the role they play 
in supporting children, parents and staff. Staff receive focused and highly 
effective professional development opportunities to consistently improve their 
already exceptional knowledge and skills. For instance, staff have been to Italy 
to take part in training on the Reggio Emilia approach to help strengthen their 
teaching and curriculum. Staff speak highly of the setting and are very positively 
about the support they receive, both for their professional development and 
their personal well-being.

Safeguarding

The arrangements for safeguarding are effective.

There is an open and positive culture around safeguarding that puts children's 
interests first. 
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Setting details
Unique reference number EY542859

Local authority Norfolk

Inspection number 10376107

Type of provision Childcare on non-domestic premises

Registers Early Years Register, Compulsory Childcare 
Register, Voluntary Childcare Register

Day care type Full day care

Age range of children at time of 
inspection

0 to 5

Total number of places 59

Number of children on roll 85

Name of registered person Traquinas Limited

Registered person unique 
reference number RP908094

Telephone number  01842751406

Date of previous inspection 16 May 2019

Information about this early years setting

Traquinas Childcare registered in 2017 and is located in Thetford. The nursery 
employs 16 members of childcare staff. Of these, 11 hold appropriate early years 
qualifications at level 2 or above, including one with qualified teacher status. The 
nursery opens from Monday to Friday all year round. Sessions are from 7.30am 
until 6pm. The nursery provides government funded childcare for all eligible 
children.

Information about this inspection

Inspector
Laura Redmond
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Inspection activities

n The managers joined the inspector on a learning walk and talked to the 
inspector about their curriculum and what they want the children to learn.

n The inspector talked to staff and children at appropriate times during the 
inspection and took account of their views. 

n The inspector observed the quality of education being provided, indoors and 
outdoors, and assessed the impact on children's learning. 

n The inspector carried out joint observations of a group activity with the manager.
n Parents shared their views of the nursery with the inspector through written and 

verbal feedback. 
n The management team showed the inspector documentation to demonstrate the 

suitability of staff.

We carried out this inspection under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 2006 
on the quality and standards of provision that is registered on the Early Years 
Register. The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the 
statutory framework for children's learning, development and care, known as the 
early years foundation stage.

If you are not happy with the inspection or the report, you can complain to Ofsted.
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The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted) 
regulates and inspects to achieve excellence in the care of children and young 
people, and in education and skills for learners of all ages. It regulates and 
inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children and Family 
Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher 
training, further education and skills, adult and community learning, and education 
and training in prisons and other secure establishments. It assesses council 
children's services, and inspects services for looked after children, safeguarding 
and child protection.

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print 
or Braille, please telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.

You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format 
or medium, under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence, 
visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the 
Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email: 
psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk

This publication is available at https://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/.

Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our monthly newsletter for more 
information and updates: http://eepurl.com/iTrDn.

Piccadilly Gate
Store Street
Manchester
M1 2WD

T: 0300 123 1231
Textphone: 0161 618 8524
E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
W: www.gov.uk/ofsted
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