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What is it like to attend this early years setting?
The provision is good

Staff help children to flourish at this setting. They support children to settle and
separate well from their parents and carers. Children arrive to warm greetings and
smiles from staff. Leaders plan and implement a meaningful learning programme
that is ambitious for all children. The support for children with special educational
needs and/or disabilities (SEND) is a strength in the setting. Staff work well in
partnership with parents and external agencies. They attend training to further
their knowledge of ways to support children with SEND. Children with SEND, and
other children who receive funding, receive targeted interventions from staff who
are specifically trained.

Children follow meaningful routines that promote their good health and hygiene.
They learn to attend to their own personal hygiene needs. Staff encourage older
children to wash and dry their hands before lunch. Staff working with babies and
young children sing songs that promote children's learning about the link between
good health and hygiene. This supports children's understanding of a healthy
lifestyle.

Leaders and staff support children to understand the expectations for their
behaviour in the setting. They support children to socialise with each other and
share resources. Children seek out their friends to play with. They wait and take
turns to play obstacle courses. When children need extra help to manage their
behaviour, staff encourage and support them to manage their emotions. Children
learn how to treat each other respectfully.

What does the early years setting do well and what does it
need to do better?

B Children's communication, listening and attention skills develop well overall. Staff
prepare experiences and activities that follow and extend children's interests.
Skilful staff spend time throughout the day interacting and responding to
children. This promotes children's understanding and social skills.

W Staff gather information from parents before their children start, including about
children's home languages. Staff use this to plan for children's learning.
However, leaders do not help staff to consistently understand the importance of
supporting children's home languages further, alongside English, in their
learning.

m Children enjoy stimulating story times with skilful staff, who engage them in fun
literacy experiences. Staff speak with expressive tones as they take on the role
of the characters in the book. Staff wait for children to respond and copy
sounds. This supports young children's growing vocabulary.

W Staff promote children's physical activity and help them to develop good
coordination and core strength. For example, the youngest babies mark make
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while lying down on the clean floor. Older children balance on beams as they
take part in obstacle courses in the outdoor area. This supports children to
develop their gross and small motor skills well.

Staff teach children early mathematical concepts in interesting and lively ways.
During activities, staff count with children and use mathematical language. For
example, they encourage children to engage in games relating to numbers.
Children happily join in singing favourite counting rhymes and count as each
child joins the game. This helps to promote children's learning about the
sequence of numbers and match numbers to quantity.

Staff provide a calm and comfortable environment for children who need to rest
or sleep. Staff regularly check sleeping children to ensure that they remain safe
while they sleep. Children wake naturally from their sleep. These care practices
benefit children's emotional security.

Staff encourage children's emerging self-help skills. Children collect brooms and
dustpans to sweep the floors as they tidy up their environment. Older children
gladly clean the tables and lay cutlery in preparation for lunchtime.

Staff work well together. They reflect and share ideas together and support new
members of staff in their roles. Leaders value staff and support their well-being,
which helps to promote positive attitudes. This contributes to a friendly and
harmonious environment and benefits the learning that children receive.
Parents comment that their children are happy at the setting. They find staff
approachable and professional. They receive information about their children's
progress through regular meetings. Staff also share ideas about how parents can
further support their children's learning at home. This helps parents to enhance
their children's good progress.

Safeguarding

The arrangements for safeguarding are effective.

There is an open and positive culture around safeguarding that puts children's
interests first.

What does the setting need to do to improve?

To further improve the quality of the early years provision, the provider
should:

B enhance staff's understanding of the importance of supporting children's home

languages further as they play and learn.
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Setting details

Unique reference number EY542305

Local authority Barking and Dagenham
Inspection number 10368404

Type of provision Childcare on non-domestic premises
Registers Early Years Register

Day care type Full day care

Age range of children at time of

inspection 0to4

Total number of places 80

Number of children on roll 89

Name of registered person Chestnut Nursery Schools Limited
Telephone number 020 87248383

Date of previous inspection 19 March 2019

Information about this early years setting

The Maples registered in 2017 and is situated in Barking, in the London Borough of
Barking and Dagenham. The setting opens each weekday, from 8am to 6pm,
throughout most of the year. The setting provides government funded childcare. It
employs 13 members of staff, 10 of whom hold relevant early years qualifications
at level 2 and above.

Information about this inspection

Inspector
Anne-Marie Giffts

Inspection activities

B The inspector viewed the setting and discussed the safety and suitability of the
premises with the provider.

B The inspector carried out two joint observations to assess the quality of the
education provided.

B Parents spoke to the inspector about their children's experiences at the setting.

B The manager joined the inspector on a learning walk and talked to the inspector
about their learning programme and what they want children to learn.

B The inspector spoke with staff at convenient times during the inspection.
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We carried out this inspection under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 2006
on the quality and standards of provision that is registered on the Early Years
Register. The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the
statutory framework for children's learning, development and care, known as the
early years foundation stage.

If you are not happy with the inspection or the report, you can complain to Ofsted.

Inspection report: The Maples 5
19 February 2025


http://www.gov.uk/complain-ofsted-report

FHK

Ofsted

The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted)
regulates and inspects to achieve excellence in the care of children and young
people, and in education and skills for learners of all ages. It regulates and
inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children and Family
Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher
training, further education and skills, adult and community learning, and education
and training in prisons and other secure establishments. It assesses council
children's services, and inspects services for looked after children, safeguarding
and child protection.

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print
or Braille, please telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.

You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format
or medium, under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence,
visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the
Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email:
psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk

This publication is available at https://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/.

Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our monthly newsletter for more
information and updates: http://eepurl.com/iTrDn.

Piccadilly Gate
Store Street
Manchester
M1 2WD

T: 0300 123 1231
Textphone: 0161 618 8524
E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
W: www.gov.uk/ofsted

© Crown copyright 2025
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