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What is it like to attend this early years setting?
The provision is good

Leaders and staff take time to get to know children and their families well. They
create a friendly environment where children arrive happily and settle quickly. Staff
know what helps to comfort each individual child or how they prefer to go to sleep.
This creates a supportive and secure environment for children. Staff's
understanding of children's individual needs promotes their learning and their
safety. Children with special educational needs and/or disabilities are included in all
opportunities. Staff work diligently with other agencies to make sure that children
get the support they need. They continuously assess risks as children play and help
them to follow simple rules to keep themselves and others safe. For example, older
children quickly sit down on the step outside when the gate has to be opened. This
means that staff can watch them more carefully as visitors arrive.

Staff create an interesting and inviting environment to spark children's curiosity.
Children confidently explore what is available. For example, babies are excited to
find the basket of musical instruments. They smile broadly when staff start to sing
a familiar song. Older children sometimes quote the story they have been listening
to as they play. For example, they say, 'Jelly, jelly, try some jelly', as they play in
the kitchen. Children become confident learners. Parents confirm that their
children's confidence has increased considerably since attending the nursery.

What does the early years setting do well and what does it
need to do better?

B Leaders and staff have responded well to challenges and staffing changes. They
have reassigned roles and responsibilities to appropriate members of staff. They
have also reorganised routines to meet children's individual needs. This has
provided children and their families with a good level of consistency and
continuity throughout the changes.

m Staff work hard to help children to regulate their behaviour. The clear focus on
children's personal, social and emotional development is beginning to have a
positive impact. Children are learning to share and take turns, even when they
find it difficult. Older children listen for their name to register that they are here.
They also learn to raise their hand to take their turn to speak. Toddlers delight in
playing 'sleeping bunnies'. They listen patiently for staff to say 'wake up' before
they start to jump up and down. They are all beginning to listen to adults and
heed what they say. This promotes children's learning and their safety.

B Leaders and staff continually reflect on their practice and provision. The revision
of group time in the pre-school room has been particularly successful. The
planned development of the outdoor provision is also relevant. However, due to
the various changes, monitoring is not having the full impact that it could have.
For example, there are short periods of unsettled behaviour. This makes it
difficult for children to engage fully with their learning. Additionally, as routines
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change in the pre-school, full oversight of what babies and toddlers need to
learn in preparation for their move onwards is less clear.

Children develop a love of books. Staff use focus books, stories and rhymes
successfully in planning and implementing the curriculum. Babies enjoy the feel
of the pages and the colours of the pictures. Skilled storytelling encourages older
children to join in with the phrases they are learning. Children learn to use the
language of books and stories. However, the target vocabulary and/or focus
songs are not always shared effectively with parents. This limits parents' ability
to support their children's language at home.

Staff help children to become independent. This means that older children
capably pour their own water and attend to their own hygiene needs. Even the
younger children wipe their own nose and put the tissue in the bin afterwards.
Staff promote children's good health. They discuss care routines and toilet
training in detail with parents to maximise children's independence. Staff have
worked carefully with parents on the temporary provision of healthy packed
lunches.

Children enjoy developing their physical skills outside in the fresh air. Babies
enjoy climbing and balancing on the soft-play equipment indoors. However,
access to outdoor play and/or indoor physical play is sometimes impromptu
rather than well planned. This does not fully promote children's physical
development and well-being.

Safeguarding

The arrangements for safeguarding are effective.

There is an open and positive culture around safeguarding that puts children's
interests first.

What does the setting need to do to improve?

To further improve the quality of the early years provision, the provider
should:

B improve children's language skills further, for example, by supporting parents to

help children practise their new vocabulary or songs at home

B strengthen further the processes for monitoring and improving the provision to

provide even greater continuity in children's learning, for example by looking
critically at what unsettles children and interrupts their learning and
development at certain times.
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Setting details

Unique reference number
Local authority
Inspection number

Type of provision
Registers

Day care type

Age range of children at time of
inspection

Total number of places
Number of children on roll
Name of registered person

Registered person unique
reference number

Telephone number
Date of previous inspection

Ofsted

EY283140

North Yorkshire

10383228

Childcare on non-domestic premises
Early Years Register

Full day care

Oto4

98
75
Sugar & Spice Partnership

RP902345

01723 378 407
23 September 2019

Information about this early years setting

Buckets & Spades Nursery registered in 2004 and is located in Scarborough, North
Yorkshire. The nursery employs 14 members of childcare staff, the majority of
whom hold appropriate early years qualifications, including the manager, who has a
foundation degree in early years. The nursery opens from Monday to Friday, all
year round. Sessions are from 7.30am until 6pm. The nursery provides government

funded childcare.

Information about this inspection

Inspector
Pat Edmond

Inspection report: Buckets & Spades Nursery 4

4 February 2025



Oféted

Inspection activities

m We carried out this inspection as a result of a risk assessment, following
information we received about the provider.

B The inspector observed the quality of care and teaching, and assessed the
impact this has on children's learning, development and welfare.

B The inspector observed a communication and language activity and discussed
this with the manager.

B The inspector discussed the curriculum with key staff and observed how this was
delivered.

B The inspector spoke with parents, staff and children during the inspection and
took their views into account.

B The inspector looked at a sample of documents and records. This included
evidence of the suitability of staff working in the provision and a range of other
documents required for the safe and effective management of the provision.

We carried out this inspection under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 2006
on the quality and standards of provision that is registered on the Early Years
Register. The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the
statutory framework for children's learning, development and care, known as the
early years foundation stage.

If you are not happy with the inspection or the report, you can complain to Ofsted.
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http://www.gov.uk/complain-ofsted-report
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Ofsted

The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted)
regulates and inspects to achieve excellence in the care of children and young
people, and in education and skills for learners of all ages. It regulates and
inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children and Family
Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher
training, further education and skills, adult and community learning, and education
and training in prisons and other secure establishments. It assesses council
children's services, and inspects services for looked after children, safeguarding
and child protection.

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print
or Braille, please telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.

You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format
or medium, under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence,
visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the
Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email:
psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk

This publication is available at https://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/.

Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our monthly newsletter for more
information and updates: http://eepurl.com/iTrDn.

Piccadilly Gate
Store Street
Manchester
M1 2WD

T: 0300 123 1231
Textphone: 0161 618 8524
E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
W: www.gov.uk/ofsted

© Crown copyright 2025

Inspection report: Buckets & Spades Nursery 6
4 February 2025


http://www.gov.uk/ofsted
mailto:enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
http://eepurl.com/iTrDn
https://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/
mailto:psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk
http://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/
mailto:enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk

