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Inspection date: 17 February 2025

Overall effectiveness Good

The quality of education Good

Behaviour and attitudes Good

Personal development Good

Leadership and management Good

Overall effectiveness at previous 
inspection

Good



What is it like to attend this early years setting?

The provision is good

Leaders have created a lively, exciting and nurturing environment which enables 
children to grow and develop. Children arrive happy and eager to learn. They are 
soon absorbed in activities with their friends. Staff build positive relationships with 
the children. This enables them to create individual learning plans and activities to 
help each child succeed. Children and babies are comfortable around the staff. 
They go to familiar staff for comfort when they are tired or upset. Staff provide 
cuddles and reassurance which help the children to settle. Children are active and 
interested learners. Babies enjoy the opportunities to explore 'gloop'. They giggle in 
delight as it falls from their fingers. Older children thoroughly enjoy playing 
outdoors. They are keen to explore and see what they can find. They proudly show 
staff their treasures which are treated with reverence. These opportunities and 
interactions build a solid foundation for further learning.

Staff have high aspirations for children and want them to do well. They know when 
to step in to provide additional support, such as helping babies put on their coats. 
But are respectful of children's wishes when they are told, 'I can do it!' Staff help 
children to be independent. Babies show determination as they attempt to feed 
themselves. Older children radiate confidence when they achieve their goal of 
putting on their wellington boots by themselves. All children including those with 
special educational needs and/or disabilities (SEND) develop confidence in their 
own abilities. They learn the skills that they need to move on to the next stage in 
their learning.

What does the early years setting do well and what does it 
need to do better?

n Leaders have clear oversight of the setting. Staff are provided with supervision 
and opportunities to engage in a wide range of training courses to support their 
personal development, such as a mathematics course. Staff are aware of their 
roles and responsibilities.

n Leaders and staff have created a carefully sequenced and balanced curriculum. 
Staff are aware of the next steps for children and how to achieve them. 
However, some staff are not as confident in delivering the curriculum. This 
means that children do not always get the most out of the intended learning. 

n Support for children with SEND is a key strength of the setting. Staff are creative 
in their approach to helping children. They have created bespoke 'calming bags' 
to assist children when they are anxious. They collaborate with other 
professionals to ensure children get the right support. Consequently, the setting 
is helping to narrow the gap in children's development.

n Staff provide a language-rich environment full of songs, rhymes, and stories. 
These spark children's creativity and imagination. Babies smile as staff read, 'The 
three little pigs' and re-enact the story with props. This helps children develop 
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positive attitudes to early literacy. 
n Staff are strong communicators who regularly introduce new words to extend 

children's vocabulary such as 'splodge' and 'splash.' However, occasionally staff 
do not give children sufficient time to answer their questions. This does not help 
build the children's speaking skills.

n Staff use number songs to introduce children to counting. As babies play with 
the balls, staff count them. Children talk about 'big' and 'small' as they compare 
the size of the jugs. Consequently, Children develop an understanding of early 
mathematics.

n Children develop a 'can-do' attitude as they manoeuvre the wheelbarrow and 
pour their own drinks. Babies enjoy plenty of opportunities to walk with staff and 
pull themselves up on furniture. This enables them to develop the muscles 
needed to sit and walk unaided. Children develop confidence in their own 
abilities.

n Staff provide many opportunities for children to stay fit and well. Children learn 
the importance of good hand hygiene and oral health. In addition, staff help 
them to understand what foods they can and cannot have due to allergies. 
Consequently, children develop the confidence to take responsibility for their 
own well-being. 

n Forest school activities provide opportunities for the children to engage with the 
world around them. Staff help children to understand the importance of recycling 
and sustainability, as well as taking care of the wildlife. This helps children to 
develop an appreciation for their environment. 

n Effective relationships with parents have a positive impact on children's learning 
and development. Leaders share ideas with parents, such as reading stories at 
home with their children. This actively supports children's learning.

Safeguarding

The arrangements for safeguarding are effective.

There is an open and positive culture around safeguarding that puts children's 
interests first. 

What does the setting need to do to improve?

To further improve the quality of the early years provision, the provider 
should:

n strengthen staff's understanding of the curriculum so that it is consistently 
applied, and children get the most out of the intended learning

n support staff to give children sufficient time to answer questions.
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Setting details
Unique reference number EY375536

Local authority Salford

Inspection number 10388143

Type of provision Childcare on non-domestic premises

Registers Early Years Register, Compulsory Childcare 
Register, Voluntary Childcare Register

Day care type Full day care

Age range of children at time of 
inspection

0 to 4

Total number of places 60

Number of children on roll 81

Name of registered person Salford City Council

Registered person unique 
reference number RP526934

Telephone number 0161 7780065

Date of previous inspection 4 September 2019

Information about this early years setting

Barton Moss Children's Centre Nursery registered in 2009. It is located in Eccles, 
Manchester. The nursery employs 16 members of childcare staff.  Of these, one 
holds a level 2 qualification, eight hold a level 3 qualification, two hold a level 4 
qualification, and 2 hold a level 6 qualification. The nursery opens from Monday to 
Friday from 8am until 6pm. It closes for bank holidays and for one week at 
Christmas. The setting offers government funded places for children aged two to 
four years. They also offer places for children in receipt of funding for 
disadvantage.

Information about this inspection

Inspector
Chris Scully

Inspection report: Barton Moss Children's Centre Nursery
17 February 2025 4



Inspection activities

n The manager joined the inspector on a learning walk and talked with the 
inspector about their curriculum and what they want the children to learn.

n Children spoke to and interacted with the inspector during the inspection.
n The manager and the inspector conducted a joint observation of a group activity 

in the ladybird room.
n The inspector looked at relevant documentation and reviewed evidence of the 

suitability of staff working in the setting.
n The inspector talked to staff at appropriate times during the inspection and took 

account of their views.
n The special educational needs coordinator spoke to the inspector about how 

they support children with SEND.
n The manager spoke to the inspector about the leadership and management of 

the setting.

We carried out this inspection under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 2006 
on the quality and standards of provision that is registered on the Early Years 
Register. The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the 
statutory framework for children's learning, development and care, known as the 
early years foundation stage.

If you are not happy with the inspection or the report, you can complain to Ofsted.
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The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted) 
regulates and inspects to achieve excellence in the care of children and young 
people, and in education and skills for learners of all ages. It regulates and 
inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children and Family 
Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher 
training, further education and skills, adult and community learning, and education 
and training in prisons and other secure establishments. It assesses council 
children's services, and inspects services for looked after children, safeguarding 
and child protection.

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print 
or Braille, please telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.

You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format 
or medium, under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence, 
visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the 
Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email: 
psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk

This publication is available at https://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/.

Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our monthly newsletter for more 
information and updates: http://eepurl.com/iTrDn.

Piccadilly Gate
Store Street
Manchester
M1 2WD

T: 0300 123 1231
Textphone: 0161 618 8524
E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
W: www.gov.uk/ofsted

© Crown copyright 2025
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