
Inspection of Tots Rye Day Nursery
209 Rye Lane, London SE15 4TP

Inspection date: 23 January 2025

Overall effectiveness Good

The quality of education Good

Behaviour and attitudes Good

Personal development Good

Leadership and management Good

Overall effectiveness at previous 
inspection

Not applicable



What is it like to attend this early years setting?

The provision is good

Children arrive happily at the start of their day. Staff greet children warmly, which 
helps them separate from their parents and carers. Staff are friendly and join in 
with children's play. Children form good relationships with staff and want to tell 
them about their activities. Children confidently choose their own play. They 
demonstrate a true sense of belonging. Staff embed consistent routines for 
children. Older children are happy to sit and listen to staff read a story before 
lunch. They know when it is time to eat, rest and play. Staff support children's 
developing concentration well. They engage children in discussions as they remain 
immersed in sand play and pretend to cook. Staff remind children of the 
expectations for their behaviour. Children listen to staff and overall, behave well. 

Leaders are committed to providing a good variety of activities and learning 
opportunities for children. The curriculum in place is well thought out and 
appropriate for the current needs and abilities of children. Children have plenty of 
opportunities for sensory exploration. They develop their imaginations and role-play 
skills through dressing-up activities. Leaders swiftly identify children who require 
additional help or children with special educational needs and/or disabilities (SEND) 
and make referrals for support, with parental consent.

What does the early years setting do well and what does it 
need to do better?

n Staff are caring. They follow individual children's care plans and seek their 
permission before changing them. This helps children, including those with 
SEND, to feel at home and build their early understanding of transitions in the 
daily routine. 

n Overall, children develop their communication skills. They listen attentively when 
staff read to them and learn to confidently respond to questions about the book. 
Staff model clear language as they comment on children's actions as they play. 
Older children learn to respond to open-ended questions. Nevertheless, staff do 
not gain as much information as possible about individual children's home 
languages. Therefore, not all children, particularly those who speak English as 
an additional language, build their understanding and speech to the best of their 
abilities.

n Staff promote children's imaginations and creativity. Children enjoy dressing up 
and immerse themselves in pretending to be their favourite superheroes and 
characters. During these times, staff remain close to offer support to children to 
decide what they want to be. They help children to extend the storylines of their 
simple play ideas.

n Staff provide some opportunities for children to develop aspects of their 
independence. They carefully position resources so that children can access 
them freely. Staff encourage children to use the bathroom and wash their hands 
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independently. However, staff are quick to complete simple tasks for children 
that they could try for themselves. For example, they habitually pour children's 
drinks, undo children's coat fastenings and wipe their noses. This does not 
consistently support children's ability to learn to manage self-help tasks 
themselves.

n Staff use focus activities to help children to build good concentration. Children 
spend time making marks and drawing. Staff challenge children with games that 
help reinforce their understanding of numbers, counting and good pencil control. 

n Support for children with SEND is good. Leaders have made links with the local 
authority's early years advisers and SEND support team. They target additional 
funding effectively and have plans to create a sensory room. Leaders follow 
professionals' guidance to implement intervention strategies and devise 
individual learning plans. Staff engage children in one-to-one activities to help 
them learn to focus as they play. This helps children to make progress towards 
their targets. 

n Parents speak well of the setting. They feel comforted by how engaging and 
friendly staff are. Parents know what activities their children have been doing. 
Staff update parents during daily face-to-face handovers. 

n Staff feel valued and supported in their roles. They explain that all leaders fully 
support their well-being. Staff understand their roles and access mandatory 
training, such as safeguarding and first-aid. Staff work well together and are 
deployed so children remain fully supervised.

n Leaders know staff well because they work closely alongside them. Team 
discussions and supervision sessions are in the early stages of development. 
Leaders have plans to implement formal supervision for the new staff team. 
However, the coaching and monitoring of staff has not been fully embedded to 
raise the quality of practice further.

Safeguarding

The arrangements for safeguarding are effective.

There is an open and positive culture around safeguarding that puts children's 
interests first. 

What does the setting need to do to improve?

To further improve the quality of the early years provision, the provider 
should:

n help staff to consistently support children with their emerging independence and 
self-help skills during everyday routines

n gather more information about children's home languages, to support individual 
children's understanding and speech development further

n strengthen and fully embed coaching and monitoring of staff to raise their 
practice further.
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Setting details
Unique reference number 2693428

Local authority Southwark

Inspection number 10372307

Type of provision Childcare on non-domestic premises

Registers Early Years Register

Day care type Full day care

Age range of children at time of 
inspection

1 to 4

Total number of places 30

Number of children on roll 30

Name of registered person Tots Rye Day Nursery LTD

Registered person unique 
reference number 2693426

Telephone number 07445944496

Date of previous inspection Not applicable

Information about this early years setting

Tots Rye Day Nursery registered in 2022. It is located in the Peckham Rye area of 
the London Borough of Southwark. The setting operates all year round, from 
7.30am until 6pm, Monday to Friday, except for bank holidays. It employs six staff, 
including the manager. Staff hold childcare qualifications ranging between level 2 
and 3. The manager holds a relevant level 4 qualification. The setting is eligible to 
provide government funded childcare for children aged from nine months to four 
years.

Information about this inspection

Inspector
Olivia Awolola

Inspection report: Tots Rye Day Nursery
23 January 2025 4



Inspection activities

n The manager joined the inspector on a learning walk and talked to the inspector 
about their curriculum and what they want children to learn. 

n The inspector talked to staff at appropriate times during the inspection and took 
account of their views.

n Staff spoke to the inspector about how they support children with SEND.
n The inspector observed the quality of education being provided, indoors and 

outdoors, and assessed the impact on children's learning.
n The manager and the inspector carried out a joint observation during outdoor 

play. 
n Parents shared their views of the setting with the inspector.
n The manager showed the inspector documentation to demonstrate the suitability 

of staff.

We carried out this inspection under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 2006 
on the quality and standards of provision that is registered on the Early Years 
Register. The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the 
statutory framework for children's learning, development and care, known as the 
early years foundation stage.

If you are not happy with the inspection or the report, you can complain to Ofsted.

Inspection report: Tots Rye Day Nursery
23 January 2025 5

http://www.gov.uk/complain-ofsted-report


The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted) 
regulates and inspects to achieve excellence in the care of children and young 
people, and in education and skills for learners of all ages. It regulates and 
inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children and Family 
Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher 
training, further education and skills, adult and community learning, and education 
and training in prisons and other secure establishments. It assesses council 
children's services, and inspects services for looked after children, safeguarding 
and child protection.

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print 
or Braille, please telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.

You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format 
or medium, under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence, 
visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the 
Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email: 
psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk

This publication is available at https://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/.

Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our monthly newsletter for more 
information and updates: http://eepurl.com/iTrDn.

Piccadilly Gate
Store Street
Manchester
M1 2WD

T: 0300 123 1231
Textphone: 0161 618 8524
E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
W: www.gov.uk/ofsted

© Crown copyright 2025
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