
Inspection of Mace Montessori 
Nursery
30-40 Dalling Road, London W6 0JD

Inspection date: 22 January 2025

Overall effectiveness Good

The quality of education Good

Behaviour and attitudes Good

Personal development Good

Leadership and management Good

Overall effectiveness at previous 
inspection

Good



What is it like to attend this early years setting?

The provision is good

The nursery staff work closely with families to ensure there are clear settling-in 
procedures in place for children. They take account of children's cultural 
backgrounds and use their starting points in learning to plan a curriculum tailored 
to each child. The 'all about me' boards created in partnership with children's 
parents, and the comfort and cuddles offered by staff, allow children to feel valued 
and safe and secure in this nursery environment.

Children play happily alongside staff and their friends, and staff continually praise 
them for their efforts. They take turns when waiting to use the toilet and to wash 
their hands. They respond to staff's instructions for hanging up their coats and hats 
on their pegs after outdoor play, and in making a 'train' to line up in preparation for 
lunch. 
 
Staff carefully plan focused story time sessions that allow children to practise their 
different spoken languages alongside English. Staff use careful questioning and 
props to support children's understanding and engagement in these story time 
sessions. For example, children show excitement as they post different fruits into 
the mouth of a large cardboard caterpillar. They learn the names of these different 
fruits in the different languages and answer questions to demonstrate their 
understanding of the story of 'The Very Hungry Caterpillar'.

What does the early years setting do well and what does it 
need to do better?

n Children enjoy the opportunities on offer to develop their large-muscle skills. For 
example, during a yoga session, they practise stretching their arms in the air, 
curling up into a ball, twisting and turning and bending down 'like a tiger'. The 
carefully organised roof garden allows them plenty of space to navigate. Children 
enjoy running and playing chasing games and balancing and jumping off 
wooden balance beams. Staff support them well as they play.

n Children generally enjoy the range of planned activities on offer. However, at 
times, some staff do not always plan sufficiently to challenge children's thinking 
and extend their learning. For example, when offering children further support 
with counting when building large towers and in extending and enhancing their 
play experiences as they role play with cars. This results in children quickly 
losing interest in these activities and not getting the most from the intended 
learning.  

n Children behave well, overall. They wait for their turn in serving themselves 
lunch, share resources as they play alongside their friends and work together as 
they problem-solve to make a wooden house. However, there are times when 
staff do not fully reinforce their behaviour expectations to children. Children are 
not always given clear messages for using 'walking feet' inside, sitting for group 
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times and tidying up after they have finished playing.
n The leadership team strives for continuous improvement. It is reflective and has 

a clear vision for moving forward and further supporting staff. Leaders offer staff 
training opportunities and regularly meet with them to evaluate their practice. 
They use support on offer from their local authority advisory team and use 
external agencies to support children with special educational needs and/or 
disabilities. 

n Most staff engage well with children as they enjoy free play. For example, they 
join in as children role play tea parties, practise counting candles on play dough 
cakes and support them as they perform dances and songs to their friends. 
However, some staff lack confidence with these incidental interactions with 
children and do not always know when to intervene to further enhance children's 
play experiences.

n Parents are happy with the nursery, and in particular, with the level of care staff 
offer their children. They feel the nursery takes their feedback into account and 
is always on hand should they request a meeting. They are informed about what 
their children are learning and the progress they are making. They appreciate 
the support that is on offer by the nursery in supporting their children as they 
transition into different rooms and in starting school.

Safeguarding

The arrangements for safeguarding are effective.

There is an open and positive culture around safeguarding that puts children's 
interests first.

What does the setting need to do to improve?

To further improve the quality of the early years provision, the provider 
should:

n plan more effectively to extend and challenge children's thinking and learning to 
ensure children get the most from the planned activities on offer

n support staff further to ensure children are given clear messages for behaviour 
so they have a clearer understanding of what is expected of them

n enhance staff interactions with children, in particular in knowing when to 
intervene and offer children support to enhance their play experiences. 
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Setting details
Unique reference number EY335641

Local authority Hammersmith & Fulham

Inspection number 10368449

Type of provision Childcare on non-domestic premises

Registers Early Years Register

Day care type Full day care

Age range of children at time of 
inspection

2 to 4

Total number of places 95

Number of children on roll 78

Name of registered person Busy Bees Nurseries Limited

Registered person unique 
reference number RP900821

Telephone number 0208 741 5382

Date of previous inspection 21 March 2019

Information about this early years setting

Mace Montessori Nursery registered in 2006. It is located in Ravenscourt Park, in 
the London Borough of Hammersmith and Fulham. The nursery is open from 
Monday to Friday, from 8am to 6pm, for 51 weeks of the year and is closed on 
public bank holidays. There are 12 members of staff, including the manager, nine of 
whom hold appropriate early years qualifications. One staff member holds a 
qualification at level 7, two staff members hold qualifications at level 6, one 
member of staff holds a qualification at level 4, two hold qualifications at level 3 
and three hold qualifications at level 2. The nursery offers the government funded 
places for childcare. The nursery follows the Montessori philosophy, combined with 
learning through play.

Information about this inspection

Inspector
Penny Harman
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Inspection activities

n The manager and inspector completed a learning walk together of all areas of 
the nursery and discussed the early years curriculum. 

n Children spoke to the inspector during the inspection. 
n The inspector observed the interactions between children and staff. 
n The inspector carried out a joint observation with the manager. 
n The inspector spoke to parents during the inspection and viewed parent 

testimonies and took account of their views. 
n The inspector spoke to staff during the inspection about their training and 

knowledge of safeguarding policies and procedures.
n The leadership team showed the inspector relevant documentation upon 

request. 
n The leadership team and inspector engaged in a leadership and management 

meeting.

We carried out this inspection under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 2006 
on the quality and standards of provision that is registered on the Early Years 
Register. The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the 
statutory framework for children's learning, development and care, known as the 
early years foundation stage.

If you are not happy with the inspection or the report, you can complain to Ofsted.
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The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted) 
regulates and inspects to achieve excellence in the care of children and young 
people, and in education and skills for learners of all ages. It regulates and 
inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children and Family 
Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher 
training, further education and skills, adult and community learning, and education 
and training in prisons and other secure establishments. It assesses council 
children's services, and inspects services for looked after children, safeguarding 
and child protection.

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print 
or Braille, please telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.

You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format 
or medium, under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence, 
visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the 
Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email: 
psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk

This publication is available at https://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/.

Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our monthly newsletter for more 
information and updates: http://eepurl.com/iTrDn.

Piccadilly Gate
Store Street
Manchester
M1 2WD

T: 0300 123 1231
Textphone: 0161 618 8524
E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
W: www.gov.uk/ofsted
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