
Inspection of Park Hill Nursery Limited
Sunningmead Community Centre, Lazenby Road, Tiverton, Devon EX16 4AL

Inspection date: 22 January 2025

Overall effectiveness Good

The quality of education Good

Behaviour and attitudes Good

Personal development Good

Leadership and management Good

Overall effectiveness at previous 
inspection

Not applicable



What is it like to attend this early years setting?

The provision is good

Children are happy and content at this nursery. Staff warmly welcome the children 
and their families, prioritising emotional well-being from the start. Consequently, 
children settle quickly on arrival and are eager to join their friends. Staff get to 
know each child well and follow their home routines. The interactions between staff 
and children are caring and supportive. For example, when they notice that young 
children are tired, staff offer cuddles and soothe them by rubbing their backs.

Staff have clear expectations for children's behaviour. They explain the nursery 
rules to the children and help them to understand the impact of their actions. For 
example, they remind children to walk when inside and explain why this is 
important, discouraging them from hurting themselves or others. This helps 
children to understand what is expected of them and respond positively. Children 
receive plenty of positive praise for their creative work, helping their friends and 
being polite.

There is a strong literacy curriculum. Leaders and staff emphasise children's literacy 
skills and foster their love for books. Staff extend learning after reading. For 
example, when finishing 'The Hungry Caterpillar,' children explore fruit kebabs to 
learn about textures and healthy eating. The lending library enables children to 
continue their learning at home.

What does the early years setting do well and what does it 
need to do better?

n The leaders' and staff's dedication to fostering a positive and inclusive 
atmosphere is evident in their approach to teaching and learning. They use a 
monthly story to shape the curriculum and engage children's interests, adapting 
activities to each child's developmental stage. While staff implement the 
curriculum effectively and children make good progress, they sometimes miss 
opportunities to adapt their teaching during children's free play. This can cause 
some children to lose focus and not fully benefit from the learning opportunities.

n Staff support children's behaviour effectively by encouraging them to reflect on 
their emotions. They use activities such as reviewing emotion cards to teach 
emotional understanding and expression. For instance, children describe what 
makes them happy, giving examples such as 'when my friends share toys'. This 
helps to support children's understanding of their feelings and those of others.

n Staff skillfully implement mathematical concepts into all areas of children's play 
and learning. For instance, they prompt younger children to count during 
number songs. Older children confidently use mathematical vocabulary as they 
count the cups on the table at mealtimes. This helps children learn about 
quantity and size. 

n Children develop their physical skills at all ages. Rooms provide space for babies 
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to pull up on furniture and practise walking. A secure outdoor area offers 
climbing equipment and wheeled toys. Children can safely engage in supervised 
risk-taking with large climbing frames and slides. Staff encourage children's free 
exploration to build their physical strength.

n Children learn to be increasingly independent. Staff encourage children to take 
responsibility for tasks such as managing their self-care independently. For 
example, they pour their drinks during mealtimes and take responsibility for 
tidying up throughout the day. However, at times, staff do things for the children 
that they could learn to do by themselves, such as opening their own packed 
lunches and putting their coats on. Therefore, children are not always fully 
encouraged to master independent skills for the future.

n Leaders provide staff with training and support, observing their interactions with 
children to offer constructive feedback and set improvement goals. Staff 
appreciate the guidance and coaching they receive. Newer and less-experienced 
staff quickly develop effective teaching skills. Overall, the good standard of 
practice has a positive impact on children's learning.

n Parents express positive feedback regarding the experiences their children have 
at the nursery. They highly value the comprehensive support staff provide to the 
entire family and appreciate the detailed communication they receive. Staff 
consistently share developmental information and provide ideas for parents to 
support their children's learning at home effectively.

n Staff organise various outings to help children understand their environment. 
These include monthly visits to the local pool, nature walks, and trips to an 
indoor role play venue. These activities aim to broaden children's knowledge, 
encourage curiosity, and develop a connection to the world around them.

Safeguarding

The arrangements for safeguarding are effective.

There is an open and positive culture around safeguarding that puts children's 
interests first.

What does the setting need to do to improve?

To further improve the quality of the early years provision, the provider 
should:

n extend opportunities that enhance children's independence and allow them to 
complete tasks for themselves

n support staff to recognise when to adapt their teaching, to regain children's 
engagement when they lose focus during their play.
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Setting details
Unique reference number 2704427

Local authority Devon

Inspection number 10367887

Type of provision Childcare on non-domestic premises

Registers Early Years Register, Compulsory Childcare 
Register, Voluntary Childcare Register

Day care type Full day care

Age range of children at time of 
inspection

1 to 4

Total number of places 26

Number of children on roll 41

Name of registered person Park Hill Nursery Limited

Registered person unique 
reference number RP534533

Telephone number 01884 258995

Date of previous inspection Not applicable

Information about this early years setting

Park Hill Nursery Ltd is privately owned. It registered as a limited company in 2022 
and operates from Sunningmead Community Centre, Tiverton, Devon. The nursery 
is open each weekday from 8am to 6pm for 51 weeks of the year. It receives 
funding to provide early education for children. The nursery also provides an after-
school club. There are 10 members of staff, including one of the directors. Of 
these, seven hold relevant childcare qualifications. 

Information about this inspection

Inspector
Vicky Burns
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Inspection activities

n The nursery's educational lead joined the inspector on a learning walk and talked 
to the inspector about their curriculum and what they want children to learn. 

n The inspector talked to staff at appropriate times during the inspection and took 
account of their views. 

n Staff spoke to the inspector about how they support children with special 
educational needs and/or disabilities. 

n The inspector observed the quality of education being provided.
n The inspector spoke to children, engaged in their play, observed staff's 

interactions with them and assessed the impact on children's learning. 
n The manager showed the inspector documentation to demonstrate the suitability 

of staff.
n The inspector and the manager carried out joint observations of group activities. 
n The inspector spoke to several parents during the inspection and took account of 

their views. 

We carried out this inspection under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 2006 
on the quality and standards of provision that is registered on the Early Years 
Register. The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the 
statutory framework for children's learning, development and care, known as the 
early years foundation stage.

If you are not happy with the inspection or the report, you can complain to Ofsted.
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The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted) 
regulates and inspects to achieve excellence in the care of children and young 
people, and in education and skills for learners of all ages. It regulates and 
inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children and Family 
Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher 
training, further education and skills, adult and community learning, and education 
and training in prisons and other secure establishments. It assesses council 
children's services, and inspects services for looked after children, safeguarding 
and child protection.

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print 
or Braille, please telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.

You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format 
or medium, under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence, 
visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the 
Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email: 
psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk

This publication is available at https://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/.

Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our monthly newsletter for more 
information and updates: http://eepurl.com/iTrDn.

Piccadilly Gate
Store Street
Manchester
M1 2WD

T: 0300 123 1231
Textphone: 0161 618 8524
E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
W: www.gov.uk/ofsted
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