
Inspection of Little Bunnies Preschool 
Ltd
The Crooked Billet, Rainbows End, Billet Lane, Stanford-le-hope SS17 0AR

Inspection date: 23 January 2025

Overall effectiveness Good

The quality of education Good

Behaviour and attitudes Good

Personal development Good

Leadership and management Good

Overall effectiveness at previous 
inspection

InadequateInadequate



What is it like to attend this early years setting?

The provision is good

Children confidently separate from their parents as they are warmly greeted by 
staff, who know them well and are attentive to their individual needs. Children 
immediately engage in play. This is because staff effectively plan accessible and 
stimulating learning environments both inside and outside. Children are happy, 
settled and make good friendships at this inclusive and welcoming pre-school.

Staff gather information from parents about children's interests and plan activities 
they know children will enjoy. Children enjoy exploring and investigating. They use 
their imagination as they take part in role play in the home corner and enjoy the 
sensory feel of soil, water and flowers as they learn about gardening. Children are 
active and learn about healthy lifestyles. Staff talk to children about what healthy 
foods should go into their bodies and why it is important to look after their teeth. 
Children enjoy the varied opportunities to be physically active. For example, they 
run around outside, climb and negotiate obstacles as they play with their friends.

Staff are good role models. They work together to deliver secure routines and 
share high expectations of children's behaviour. Staff support children's physical 
development well. Children enjoy lots of time outdoors to support their core 
strength and well-being. Staff actively teach children important skills, such as how 
to take care of their own personal hygiene, how to sit at a table and eat or how to 
wait for their turn. They develop the necessary skills in readiness for their eventual 
move to school.

What does the early years setting do well and what does it 
need to do better?

n The provider has made improvements since the last inspection and has taken 
action to address their weaknesses. For example, there is an effective two-way 
flow of communication with parents. As a result, they are aware of all things 
relating to their children. 

n Managers monitor the effectiveness of the curriculum to help strengthen 
practice. They focus on raising the quality of learning experiences. Staff express 
they value the support they receive. They are enthusiastic about their roles and 
express that they are happy in their work. However, the curriculum for 
mathematics is not consistently introduced into children's play and learning. This 
limits children's opportunities to practise and develop their mathematical 
knowledge and understanding. 

n Children have access to a range of resources to help them develop their early 
mark-making skills, such as chunky chalks, pencils and crayons. Children develop 
their fine motor skills by manipulating play dough, rolling it and pressing it into 
cutters to make different shapes. They use different tools to dig the dirt. 
However, staff do not always provide additional challenge during some activities 

Inspection report: Little Bunnies Preschool Ltd
23 January 2025 2



to extend children's learning. This means that teaching is not always precisely 
focused on what individual children need to learn next.

n Staff support children's communication and language skills well, including those 
who speak English as an additional language. Staff talk to children in their home 
language and use key words. They introduce children to new vocabulary 
effectively as they sing and read stories. This supports children to become 
confident and skilful communicators. 

n Knowledgeable staff understand children's needs well, particularly those with 
responsibility for co-ordinating the care and education of children with special 
educational needs and/or disabilities. Communication is effective within the 
team. This ensures that any concerns are brought to the attention of staff and 
children's parents quickly. Staff work successfully in partnership with 
professionals, such as health visitors, to provide children with the support they 
need swiftly, helping them make good progress in their learning. 

n Staff understand and promote children's physical development well. Children are 
supported to develop both their fine and large motor skills. Staff provide a range 
of  experiences to promote small muscle development in readiness for later 
writing activities. For example, children carefully select craft resources and use 
tools such as scissors and glue sticks. Children practise walking along balance 
beams and pedalling tricycles. 

n Partnerships with parents are a strength of the pre-school. Parents comment 
that their children are receiving very good care. Trusting relationships are 
formed and built in the best interests of the children. Settling-in and transition 
arrangements are well supported, helping children feel safe and secure. They 
welcome the effective communication they receive about their child's progress. 
Staff provide information to help parents to support their children's learning 
further at home.

Safeguarding

The arrangements for safeguarding are effective.

There is an open and positive culture around safeguarding that puts children's 
interests first.

What does the setting need to do to improve?

To further improve the quality of the early years provision, the provider 
should:

n develop a well-sequenced curriculum for mathematical development and build 
staff's confidence in teaching early mathematical concepts

n support staff to have a clear understanding of the curriculum intent so that their 
teaching is consistently focused on what they want children to learn.
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Setting details
Unique reference number 2708836

Local authority Thurrock

Inspection number 10381899

Type of provision Childcare on non-domestic premises

Registers Early Years Register

Day care type Sessional day care

Age range of children at time of 
inspection

2 to 4

Total number of places 44

Number of children on roll 56

Name of registered person Little Bunnies Childcare Services Ltd

Registered person unique 
reference number 2708834

Telephone number 07834814670

Date of previous inspection 6 August 20246 August 2024

Information about this early years setting

Little Bunnies Preschool Ltd registered in 2022. The setting employs 14 members of 
childcare staff. Of these, seven staff hold appropriate early years qualifications at 
level 3 or above. The pre-school operates all year round, Monday to Friday, from 
8am to 5.30pm. The pre-school provides funded early education for eligible 
children.

Information about this inspection

Inspector
Tina Mason
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Inspection activities

n The manager and inspector completed a learning walk together of all areas of 
the pre-school and discussed the early years curriculum.

n Staff spoke with the inspector at appropriate times during the inspection.
n The special educational needs coordinator spoke to the inspector about how 

they support children with special educational needs and/or disabilities. 
n The inspector observed the quality of education being provided and assessed the 

impact that this was having on children's learning. 
n The manager and inspector completed a joint observation, and together, they 

evaluated this. 
n Children spoke to the inspector about what they were doing in the setting. 
n Parents shared their views of the setting with the inspector. 
n The inspector looked at relevant documentation, including the suitability checks 

of all adults working in the setting. 

We carried out this inspection under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 2006 
on the quality and standards of provision that is registered on the Early Years 
Register. The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the 
statutory framework for children's learning, development and care, known as the 
early years foundation stage.

If you are not happy with the inspection or the report, you can complain to Ofsted.
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The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted) 
regulates and inspects to achieve excellence in the care of children and young 
people, and in education and skills for learners of all ages. It regulates and 
inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children and Family 
Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher 
training, further education and skills, adult and community learning, and education 
and training in prisons and other secure establishments. It assesses council 
children's services, and inspects services for looked after children, safeguarding 
and child protection.

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print 
or Braille, please telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.

You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format 
or medium, under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence, 
visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the 
Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email: 
psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk

This publication is available at https://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/.

Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our monthly newsletter for more 
information and updates: http://eepurl.com/iTrDn.

Piccadilly Gate
Store Street
Manchester
M1 2WD

T: 0300 123 1231
Textphone: 0161 618 8524
E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
W: www.gov.uk/ofsted

© Crown copyright 2025
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