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Inspection date: 14 January 2025
Overall effectiveness Outstanding
The quality of education Outstanding
Behaviour and attitudes Outstanding
Personal development Outstanding
Leadership and management Outstanding

Overall effectiveness at previous

inspection Not applicable
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What is it like to attend this early years setting?
The provision is outstanding

The vast and well-thought-out curriculum is deeply embedded across the nursery
and by all staff. Alongside exemplary planning and teaching of the early years
curriculum areas, children have additional opportunities to engage in weekly
cooking, ballet, creative thinking, language and music sessions to further enhance
their skills within a wide variety of areas. The nursery talks passionately about the
importance of 'lifelong learning' and 'continuous improvement' and involves
children, staff and parents in its ongoing processes of reflection and self-evaluation
of what it offers.

Children are extremely happy and behave well. They feel greatly valued by staff, as
they always find the time to listen to individual children's thoughts and ideas and
praise children for their achievements. Children are supported in managing their
feelings and behaviour through the effective 'emotions stations'. These provide
them with a safe and age-appropriate space to engage in activities to support them
to regulate their thoughts, feelings and behaviours as needed throughout the day.

The nursery shows passion for developing children's confidence and communication
and language skills. Staff record themselves reading a range of stories and poems.
Children have opportunities to listen to these at home and while at nursery.
Children enjoy the opportunities to perform as a group and, with encouragement,
as individuals in front of their friends. The nursery-wide thematic, differentiated
word pyramids allow staff to introduce children to new vocabulary according to
their stages in development. Embedding these skills within these areas supports
children exceptionally well as they transition to their next stages, including starting
school.

What does the early years setting do well and what does it
need to do better?

B Staff have high expectations for behaviour, and these are made abundantly clear
to children in a way that supports their emotional well-being. Children are
consistently reminded of the 'Bee Code' for being friendly, kind, helpful and safe.
Children follow staff's instructions and are consistently reminded to 'stop, look
and listen' to each other. Teachers are highly effective in their practice, and
children fully understand what is expected of them at nursery.

B Staff place considerable emphasis on skilfully planning activities to support
children's physical development. Children move to music, engage in twice-weekly
multi-skills sessions and enjoy the opportunities to negotiate space in the park
as they re-enact the movements for different types of dinosaurs. They engage in
fundraising events providing them with opportunities to negotiate space, and
practise the skills needed to navigate scooters and bikes in their local area.

B The nursery teaches children the importance of celebrating diversity. Children
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sing songs, count and read stories in a variety of different languages during their
welcome times. They engage in local charity events with their local church, dress
up, engage in role play, and learn the importance of respecting the cultures of
their friends and the wider world.

B A love of reading and development of early reading skills are highly promoted
throughout the nursery. Children enjoy books alongside props, and they use
books as they role play. Staff share stories with children in a range of languages
and use different texts to support them in understanding their different feelings
and emotions. Staff's expert questioning during story times supports children's
level of engagement and enjoyment. The spacious reading area and 'snug areas'
provide children with the quiet space they need to relax and enjoy books.

B Parents are delighted with the nursery. They feel that communication is
excellent. They receive weekly emails with upcoming information on what their
children will be learning. They have regular parents' meetings and daily
handovers about their children's progress and achievements. They are extremely
happy with the prompt approach the nursery takes to any issues they raise and
the high expectations the nursery has for children's behaviour and learning.
They particularly enjoy the engaging, fun activities the nursery sends home to
further develop and strengthen their children's learning.

B Leaders communicate and fully involve staff, children and parents in their vision.
This highly skilled management team values the importance of training and
disseminating new learning to staff through their meetings. Staff have
opportunities to shadow each other and have opportunities to gain early years
recognised qualifications. Leaders work with a range of external agencies and
alongside schools to ensure continuous provision for the children.

Safeguarding
The arrangements for safeguarding are effective.

There is an open and positive culture around safeguarding that puts children's
interests first.
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Setting details

Unique reference number
Local authority
Inspection number

Type of provision
Registers

Day care type

Age range of children at time of
inspection

Total number of places
Number of children on roll
Name of registered person

Registered person unique
reference number

Telephone number
Date of previous inspection

Ofsted

2702410

Wandsworth

10368654

Childcare on non-domestic premises
Early Years Register

Sessional day care

2to 4

60
60
Marmalade Schools Limited

2702404

02072281957
Not applicable

Information about this early years setting

Marmalade Cat registered in 2022 and is located in Clapham Common, in the
London Borough of Wandsworth. The nursery is open each day from 8.45am to
4pm, during term time. It offers the government funded places for childcare. There
are 12 members of staff, of whom two hold qualifications at level 5 and 6, and five
hold qualifications at level 3. Two hold qualifications at level 2. The principal holds

early years professional status.

Information about this inspection

Inspector
Penny Harman
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Inspection activities

B The principal, headteacher and inspector completed a learning walk together of
all areas of the nursery and discussed the early years curriculum.

B Children spoke to the inspector during the inspection.

B The inspector observed the interactions between children and staff.

B The inspector carried out a joint observation with the principal and headteacher.

B The inspector spoke to parents during the inspection and took account of their
views.

B The inspector spoke to staff during the inspection.

B The headteacher showed the inspector relevant documentation upon request.

B The principal, headteacher and inspector engaged in a leadership and
management meeting.

We carried out this inspection under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 2006
on the quality and standards of provision that is registered on the Early Years
Register. The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the
statutory framework for children's learning, development and care, known as the
early years foundation stage.

If you are not happy with the inspection or the report, you can complain to Ofsted.
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http://www.gov.uk/complain-ofsted-report

FHK

Ofsted

The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted)
regulates and inspects to achieve excellence in the care of children and young
people, and in education and skills for learners of all ages. It regulates and
inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children and Family
Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher
training, further education and skills, adult and community learning, and education
and training in prisons and other secure establishments. It assesses council
children's services, and inspects services for looked after children, safeguarding
and child protection.

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print
or Braille, please telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.

You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format
or medium, under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence,
visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the
Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email:
psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk

This publication is available at https://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/.

Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our monthly newsletter for more
information and updates: http://eepurl.com/iTrDn.

Piccadilly Gate
Store Street
Manchester
M1 2WD

T: 0300 123 1231
Textphone: 0161 618 8524
E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
W: www.gov.uk/ofsted

© Crown copyright 2025
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