
Inspection of Barbara Rose Pre-school
St Paul's Church Hall, Landford Way, BOURNEMOUTH, Dorset BH8 0NY

Inspection date: 17 January 2025

Overall effectiveness Good

The quality of education Good

Behaviour and attitudes Good

Personal development Good

Leadership and management Good

Overall effectiveness at previous 
inspection

Good



What is it like to attend this early years setting?

The provision is good

Staff know children and their families well. They work closely with parents to find 
out about children's routines and interests to help children to settle into the pre-
school quickly. Parents feel supported and describe the staff as 'nurturing'. The 
curriculum is well organised, and staff nurture children's interests effectively 
through play. Children are keen to learn and concentrate for long periods.

Staff have high expectations of children's behaviour. They remind children to use 
'gentle hands', and children share without prompting. Children are well behaved 
and know what is expected of them. When staff ask children to tidy up, they all 
join in. For example, children carefully put the lids back on the pens before putting 
them back on the shelf. Children learn to take care of their belongings and the 
environment.

Staff offer praise and encouragement to help build children's resilience. Children 
are willing to have a go before seeking help from nearby staff. For example, they 
persist in putting on their coats, bursting with pride when they are successful. Staff 
monitor children's progress and seek advice from external agencies to help close 
any gaps in children's learning, when needed. All children make good progress 
from their starting points.

What does the early years setting do well and what does it 
need to do better?

n Staff skilfully follow children's interests to extend their learning across all areas 
of the curriculum. For example, staff introduce a travel agent role-play area to 
develop children's curiosity about travel. In addition, staff share stories with 
children about different countries to help them learn about the world around 
them. Staff promote diversity, and children learn about what makes them 
unique. 

n Staff develop children's language well. For example, they introduce new words, 
such as 'lever' and 'cockpit', as children role play flying a plane. Children sit in 
rows and fasten their home-made seat belts. They remind adults to use their 
seat belts so that they 'don't fall out'. Children learn the skills they need to help 
keep themselves safe.

n Staff promote children's independence. For example, they encourage children to 
put on their own coats and boots before going outside. However, some staff 
working with younger children do not consistently support children to follow the 
routines and expectations of the setting to help prepare them for the next stage 
in their education.

n Staff provide children with many opportunities to practise their physical skills. 
Younger children enjoy the sensory feel of pressing bead necklaces into play 
dough, strengthening their fingers and developing skills that support early 
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writing. Children explore ice with their hands and tools and enjoy using ride-on 
toys in the garden. However, staff do not always use the space available 
outdoors to allow children to run around, explore and learn how to negotiate 
space.

n Older children test their ideas as they pour water using a variety of different-
sized containers. Staff support this by using appropriate mathematical language, 
such as 'deep' and 'shallow', to help prepare children for later learning in school. 

n Children develop good hygiene routines and independently carry out self-care 
tasks. For example, older children attend to their own toileting and 
handwashing. Staff teach children about oral health, and children talk about 
when they brush their teeth at home.

n Staff offer children plenty of praise and reassurance when needed. This helps to 
build children's confidence and self-esteem. Children learn the possible 
consequences of their actions on themselves and others. For example, staff 
remind children not to stand up on the chairs in case they fall off and hurt 
themselves. Children listen to staff and respond appropriately. Children develop 
empathy and respect for others. For example, they ask how others are feeling.

n Since the last inspection, the provider has organised training to improve how 
staff assess children's learning and identify their next steps. For example, an 
external mentor has supported and developed staff's effectiveness in building on 
what children already know and can do. Staff work with parents and 
professionals to identify when children might be at risk of falling behind and 
implement appropriate training and interventions to help support them. Parents 
say that staff care about their children's future.

Safeguarding

The arrangements for safeguarding are effective.

There is an open and positive culture around safeguarding that puts children's 
interests first.

What does the setting need to do to improve?

To further improve the quality of the early years provision, the provider 
should:

n provide more opportunities for children to move in a variety of ways to further 
develop their physical skills

n support staff working with younger children to implement the curriculum in a 
way that consistently builds on what children already know and can do to further 
prepare them for the next stage in their education.
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Setting details
Unique reference number 100499

Local authority Bournemouth, Christchurch & Poole

Inspection number 10375913

Type of provision Childcare on non-domestic premises

Registers Early Years Register

Day care type Sessional day care

Age range of children at time of 
inspection

2 to 4

Total number of places 50

Number of children on roll 42

Name of registered person
Barbara Rose Pre-School Playgroup 
Committee

Registered person unique 
reference number RP908450

Telephone number

Date of previous inspection 9 May 2019

Information about this early years setting

Barbara Rose Pre-school registered in 1992. It is located in Bournemouth, Dorset. 
The pre-school is open from Monday to Friday, from 9am until 3pm, during term 
time only. The pre-school offers government funded spaces. The pre-school 
employs 10 members of staff. Of these, one holds early years teacher status, one 
holds qualified teacher status and two have an early years qualification at level 3 or 
above.

Information about this inspection

Inspector
Fiona Whitwell
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Inspection activities

n The inspector spoke to several parents during the inspection and took account of 
their views.

n The manager joined the inspector on a learning walk and talked to the inspector 
about their curriculum and what they want the children to learn.

n Children spoke with the inspector during the inspection.
n Staff spoke to the inspector about how they support children with special 

educational needs and/or disabilities.
n The manager and the inspector carried out a joint observation of a 

communication and language activity.
n The inspector observed the interactions between staff and the children.
n The inspector observed the quality of education being provided, indoors and 

outdoors, and assessed the impact that this was having on children's learning.

We carried out this inspection under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 2006 
on the quality and standards of provision that is registered on the Early Years 
Register. The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the 
statutory framework for children's learning, development and care, known as the 
early years foundation stage.

If you are not happy with the inspection or the report, you can complain to Ofsted.
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The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted) 
regulates and inspects to achieve excellence in the care of children and young 
people, and in education and skills for learners of all ages. It regulates and 
inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children and Family 
Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher 
training, further education and skills, adult and community learning, and education 
and training in prisons and other secure establishments. It assesses council 
children's services, and inspects services for looked after children, safeguarding 
and child protection.

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print 
or Braille, please telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.

You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format 
or medium, under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence, 
visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the 
Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email: 
psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk

This publication is available at https://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/.

Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our monthly newsletter for more 
information and updates: http://eepurl.com/iTrDn.

Piccadilly Gate
Store Street
Manchester
M1 2WD

T: 0300 123 1231
Textphone: 0161 618 8524
E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
W: www.gov.uk/ofsted
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