
Inspection of Old Catton Pre-School
Lodge Lane First School, Lodge Lane, NORWICH NR6 7HL

Inspection date: 14 January 2025

Overall effectiveness Good

The quality of education Good

Behaviour and attitudes Good

Personal development Good

Leadership and management Good

Overall effectiveness at previous 
inspection

Good



What is it like to attend this early years setting?

The provision is good

Children engage positively and enthusiastically throughout their day and are eager 
to learn. They play cooperatively with their peers, building on each other's ideas. 
Staff encourage children's play and learning. For example, they help children to 
extend their role play as they help them to move a 'cooker' to allow children to 
pretend to 'cook' their food inspired dough creations. Staff introduce new 
information to children and help them to make links in their learning. For example, 
they teach them the names of polar animals as they play and share books with 
them. This enhances children's knowledge.
 
Children settle very well. They become familiar with the clear and consistent rules 
and routines. Children remind each other of the rules such as changing their shoes 
when they come indoors. Staff encourage children to behave considerately towards 
others. They teach sharing and turn taking, and remind children to use their 
walking feet and quieter voices when indoors. This creates a calm and happy 
atmosphere where children feel safe to explore, learn and play. Children's physical 
development and ability to tend to their personal needs is supported extremely well 
by staff. This close support staff give children encourages them to make strong 
progress in developing their self-care abilities, including managing their toileting 
needs and changing their clothes. 

What does the early years setting do well and what does it 
need to do better?

n Those with oversight of the pre-school understand their roles and 
responsibilities. They work closely with the staff to ensure that good standards 
are achieved and the provision continues to develop. For example, they have 
developed a sensory room for children to explore. Staff receive good guidance 
and support for enhancing their knowledge, skills and practice. 

n Staff focus well on helping children to gain the communication and skills they 
need to succeed in their future learning. They use effective techniques to help 
children to learn how to listen and pay attention. Children benefit from lots of 
conversation, singing and sharing of stories, which helps to develop their 
understanding of language and extend their vocabulary. 

n Staff use small-group activities to help children who are still developing their 
communication skills to practise them in a quiet and distraction-free space. 
These sessions are very well delivered and the children thoroughly enjoy them. 
This helps to reduce any gaps in their learning. 

n Staff complete regular professional development. This has a positive effect on 
what they provide and helps to develop their practice over time, leading to 
enhancements to the curriculum and teaching.

n Leaders and staff work to ensure that children are well-prepared for starting at 
the pre-school. They visit children at home. This helps staff and children to start 
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to get to know each other and helps children to settle well when they first 
attend.

n Staff appreciate children's different personalities and work to understand and 
value their home cultures, including finding ways to value the languages children 
hear at home. However, sometimes the opportunities to help all children to begin 
to recognise and value the similarities and differences between themselves and 
others are incidental. They are not always intentionally considered as part of the 
challenging and varied curriculum.

n Parents are very positive about the pre-school. They value the good 
communication from managers and the time taken to support their individual 
children to enjoy and achieve. They comment on how well staff know their 
children and how their children look forward to attending.

n Staff work closely with parents and other professionals to ensure that they have 
clear plans in place for children with special educational needs and/or disabilities 
to support their well-being and learning. When some children are reluctant to 
join in with a specific adult-led activity, such as whole group time, staff closely 
encourage and support them, including finding ways for them to continue their 
learning in another way. 

n Children have lots of opportunities to be active to support them to develop their 
strength and physical skills. For example, they join in with a children's yoga 
session led by staff, as well as having lots of time to play actively in the well-
designed outdoor area. 

n Children have opportunities to learn some new information about mathematics, 
such as matching and recognising numerals, or counting objects with staff. 
However, the underlying mathematics curriculum is not well-defined and learning 
opportunities about mathematics are not always clearly planned. Consequently, 
children do not show high levels of confidence during play that involves shape, 
measure and number. 

Safeguarding

The arrangements for safeguarding are effective.

There is an open and positive culture around safeguarding that puts children's 
interests first.

What does the setting need to do to improve?

To further improve the quality of the early years provision, the provider 
should:

n enhance the planning for children to learn about the differences and similarities 
between their own lives and the lives of others

n support staff to strengthen their knowledge and skills in delivering a more clearly 
defined and sequenced mathematics curriculum to help children become more 
confident in their skills.
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Setting details
Unique reference number EY356538

Local authority Norfolk

Inspection number 10367433

Type of provision Childcare on non-domestic premises

Registers Early Years Register, Compulsory Childcare 
Register, Voluntary Childcare Register

Day care type Sessional day care

Age range of children at time of 
inspection

2 to 4

Total number of places 26

Number of children on roll 47

Name of registered person Old Catton Pre-School Committee

Registered person unique 
reference number RP527047

Telephone number 07895179537

Date of previous inspection 8 February 2019

Information about this early years setting

Old Catton Pre-School registered in 2007. The pre-school employs seven members 
of childcare staff. Of these, six hold appropriate early years qualifications at level 2 
or above. The pre-school opens Monday to Friday, term-time only. Sessions are 
from 8.45am until 11.45am, and from 12.30pm until 3.30pm. The pre-school 
provides funded early education for all eligible children.

Information about this inspection

Inspector
Kate Hipperson
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Inspection activities

n The manager and inspector completed a learning walk together of all areas of 
the pre-school and discussed the early years curriculum.

n The inspector talked to staff at appropriate times during the inspection and took 
account of their views.

n Children told the inspector about their friends and what they like to do when 
they are at pre-school.

n The inspector observed the quality of education being provided, indoors and 
outdoors, and assessed the impact that this was having on children's learning.

n The inspector and the manager carried out a joint observation of a planned 
activity.

n The inspector spoke to several parents during the inspection and took account of 
their views.

n The manager showed the inspector some essential documentation, including 
records of checks on staff's suitability. 

n The inspector met with leaders to discuss the leadership and management of the 
pre-school.

We carried out this inspection under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 2006 
on the quality and standards of provision that is registered on the Early Years 
Register. The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the 
statutory framework for children's learning, development and care, known as the 
early years foundation stage.

If you are not happy with the inspection or the report, you can complain to Ofsted.
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The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted) 
regulates and inspects to achieve excellence in the care of children and young 
people, and in education and skills for learners of all ages. It regulates and 
inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children and Family 
Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher 
training, further education and skills, adult and community learning, and education 
and training in prisons and other secure establishments. It assesses council 
children's services, and inspects services for looked after children, safeguarding 
and child protection.

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print 
or Braille, please telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.

You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format 
or medium, under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence, 
visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the 
Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email: 
psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk

This publication is available at https://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/.

Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our monthly newsletter for more 
information and updates: http://eepurl.com/iTrDn.

Piccadilly Gate
Store Street
Manchester
M1 2WD

T: 0300 123 1231
Textphone: 0161 618 8524
E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
W: www.gov.uk/ofsted
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