
Inspection of Waterbeach Community 
Playgroup
The Playhouse, School Grounds, High Street, Waterbeach, Cambridge, 
Cambridgeshire CB25 9JU

Inspection date: 9 January 2025

Overall effectiveness Good

The quality of education Good

Behaviour and attitudes Good

Personal development Good

Leadership and management Good

Overall effectiveness at previous 
inspection

Good



What is it like to attend this early years setting?

The provision is good

This is a friendly and welcoming setting. Staff work with parents to support children 
settle in. They warmly greet and engage with children as soon as they arrive. This 
helps children to settle quickly to their play. Staff follow children's interests when 
planning their learning environment. They set up an inviting environment with a 
range of interesting learning opportunities each morning. Children also choose to 
add their own resources. This enhances their engagement and concentration. 
Children are confident to engage in a wide variety of activities. Children from 
disadvantaged backgrounds make good progress with their development.

Staff develop close relationships with their key children. Children eagerly approach 
staff to play with them. The setting implements a flexible routine. This helps 
children to feel emotionally safe and secure. Staff manage children's behaviour 
positively. They support children to understand the boundaries of the setting. 
Children remind each other that they need to 'walk indoors'. Staff provide children 
with plenty of time to eat, sleep and learn and children are relaxed. Children who 
speak English as an additional language are supported effectively. Staff create 
visual timetables. These help children understand what is going to happen next. 

What does the early years setting do well and what does it 
need to do better?

n Mealtimes are social occasions. Staff sit with children. They talk to children 
about the importance of drinking water. Staff promote children's independence 
at snack times. Children chop their own fruit and wash their own hands. 
However, staff sometimes do things for children that they can do themselves. 
This means that children do not consistently learn to be independent.

n Staff carry out regular risk assessments. This helps them keep children safe and 
secure in the setting. Leaders organise staff to ensure children are supervised 
and frequently checked when they are sleeping. Staff keep children safe when 
they are out in the community. Staff take children to the local library. They 
collect food items for the local food bank. Staff provide weekly opportunities for 
children to cook. Children are proud of their vegetable soup, which they take 
home for their families to try. 

n Staff plan well-thought-out activities to promote children's communication and 
language. Children learn to take turns as they choose a prop from the song 
basket. They enjoy singing songs relating to that prop. Staff sing songs slowly so 
that children can hear the words clearly. Children listen and engage with stories 
that staff read to them. However, staff have not considered how to make the 
reading area sufficiently engaging for children to encourage them to 
independently access books and stories.

n Children enjoy a range of creative activities. They develop their fine motor skills 
as they cut out shapes and stick these on paper. Children explore how colours 
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mix as they paint. Staff embed mathematical learning in children's play and 
teach them the names for different shapes. They help children to count 
backwards from 10 while reading a story. Staff arrange a football session where 
children develop their coordination as they dribble the football and try to score 
goals. They stretch and run and balance.

n Parents are very happy with the care their children receive. They appreciate the 
regular cooking and football activities the setting arranges. Parents attend 
regular meetings to get information about their children's learning and 
development. Staff provide extra support for families from disadvantaged 
backgrounds. Staff carry out thorough assessments, including statutory 
assessments of children's learning and development. They quickly identify when 
children require extra support and provide this swiftly. 

n Leaders care deeply about the children they look after. They identify areas to 
further improve in the setting. They have booked training so staff can learn more 
about how to support children with construction and engineering. Leaders 
support staff with their well-being and professional development. Staff attend 
regular supervisory meetings which help them to develop their practice. Leaders 
work closely with other local settings and schools. They share information to 
ensure that children receive consistent care.

Safeguarding

The arrangements for safeguarding are effective.

There is an open and positive culture around safeguarding that puts children's 
interests first.

What does the setting need to do to improve?

To further improve the quality of the early years provision, the provider 
should:

n guide staff to support children's developing independence consistently
n consider developing the reading area so children are motivated to access books 

by themselves.
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Setting details
Unique reference number 221774

Local authority Cambridgeshire

Inspection number 10368226

Type of provision Childcare on non-domestic premises

Registers Early Years Register

Day care type Sessional day care

Age range of children at time of 
inspection

2 to 4

Total number of places 26

Number of children on roll 24

Name of registered person
Waterbeach Community Playgroup 
Committee

Registered person unique 
reference number RP906667

Telephone number 01223 440769

Date of previous inspection 13 March 2019

Information about this early years setting

Waterbeach Community Playgroup registered in 1992. The setting employs four 
members of childcare staff. Of these, two hold appropriate early years qualifications 
at level 3. The setting operates from Monday to Friday during term time only. 
Sessions are from 9am until 3pm. The setting provides funded early education for 
two-, three- and four-year-old children. 

Information about this inspection

Inspector
Tracy Joyce
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Inspection activities

n The inspector viewed the provision and discussed the safety and suitability of 
the premises.

n The manager joined the inspector on a learning walk and talked to the inspector 
about their curriculum and what they want the children to learn. 

n The inspector spoke to children to find out about their time at the setting.
n The inspector talked to staff at appropriate times during the inspection and took 

account of their views.
n The inspector spoke with the nominated individual about the leadership and 

management of the setting.
n The inspector observed the quality of education being provided, indoors and 

outdoors, and assessed the impact that this was having on children's learning.
n The inspector and the manager carried out a joint observation of a 

communication and language activity.
n The inspector spoke to several parents during the inspection and took account of 

their views.
n The inspector looked at relevant documentation and reviewed evidence of the 

suitability of staff working in the setting.

We carried out this inspection under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 2006 
on the quality and standards of provision that is registered on the Early Years 
Register. The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the 
statutory framework for children's learning, development and care, known as the 
early years foundation stage.

If you are not happy with the inspection or the report, you can complain to Ofsted.
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The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted) 
regulates and inspects to achieve excellence in the care of children and young 
people, and in education and skills for learners of all ages. It regulates and 
inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children and Family 
Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher 
training, further education and skills, adult and community learning, and education 
and training in prisons and other secure establishments. It assesses council 
children's services, and inspects services for looked after children, safeguarding 
and child protection.

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print 
or Braille, please telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.

You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format 
or medium, under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence, 
visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the 
Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email: 
psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk

This publication is available at https://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/.

Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our monthly newsletter for more 
information and updates: http://eepurl.com/iTrDn.

Piccadilly Gate
Store Street
Manchester
M1 2WD

T: 0300 123 1231
Textphone: 0161 618 8524
E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
W: www.gov.uk/ofsted
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