
Inspection of Kaleidoscope
St Andrews C of E Primary School, Park Lane, Shifnal, Shropshire TF11 9HD

Inspection date: 8 January 2025

Overall effectiveness Good

The quality of education Good

Behaviour and attitudes Good

Personal development Good

Leadership and management Good

Overall effectiveness at previous 
inspection

Good



What is it like to attend this early years setting?

The provision is good

Staff welcome children warmly as they arrive. They gather information before 
children start and use this to implement routines that are geared to each individual 
child. The key-person system is strong. Staff build positive relationships with 
children and provide them with encouragement and support. Children who are new 
to the nursery or who are a little unsure are given lots of reassurance. They happily 
seek staff out for a cuddle or to involve them in their play. As a result, children 
demonstrate that they are happy and settled. 

Staff implement a curriculum that covers all areas of learning, to help children 
make good progress from their initial starting points. They swiftly recognise where 
there are gaps in children's learning and provide additional support to help these to 
close quickly. Staff plan activities based on children's interests and what they need 
to learn next. Consequently, children enjoy taking part in the activities and quickly 
become engaged. Children learn to behave appropriately. Staff model good 
behaviour and talk to children about sharing and taking turns. Children play well 
together. They take it in turns to count from 1 to 15 when they play hide and seek, 
and excitedly shout 'found you' after they search for their friends. 

What does the early years setting do well and what does it 
need to do better?

n Leaders who are on site demonstrate a good understanding of what they expect 
children to learn as they progress through the different rooms in the nursery. 
They work with staff to develop and enhance the curriculum. For example, they 
have recently expanded the curriculum to include more natural experiences and 
trips in the local community, to further benefit children's understanding of the 
world around them.

n Leaders who are on site regularly monitor the quality of the provision and staff 
practice. They are passionate about the support that they provide for children 
and their families and the staff team. Staff benefit from regular peer reviews and 
supervision meetings. They have opportunities to attend training to further their 
already good knowledge and skills and enhance their own professional 
development. This results in a staff team who are capable and experienced to 
provide the support that children need to help them achieve.  

n Staff's well-being is given high priority. Leaders who are on site have introduced 
individual well-being meetings which staff attend, and a staff kindness group, 
where staff can share positive comments about each other. This boosts staff 
morale. Staff say that leaders are very supportive, and they feel that they can 
talk to them about any concerns they may have. 

n Children make choices in their play. For example, older children vote to decide 
which story they want to listen to. They count how many votes each book has 
and know that seven votes are more than four votes. Children throughout the 
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nursery enjoy looking at books. Even the youngest babies cuddle into staff as 
they look at the pictures and feel the different textures. Older children repeat 
familiar phrases, and staff skilfully introduce feelings into stories to help children 
begin to understand their emotions. 

n Children's communication and language are supported well from an early age. 
Staff working with babies and younger children respond positively to their babble 
and encourage sounds and first words. Older children hear new words and 
vocabulary and begin to include them in their conversations. Staff ask children 
questions and patiently wait for them to think about the answer and respond. 
They recognise where there may be gaps in children's speech and language, and 
work with outside professionals to ensure children receive any additional support 
they may need. 

n Staff ensure children take part in a range of interesting activities. Younger 
children explore coloured rice and Arctic animals. They use tweezers to transport 
the rice to containers, which helps to develop their fine motor skills. Older 
children recognise numbers on a snowman's hat and can match the 
corresponding number of buttons. However, on occasions the organisation of 
activities does not enable all children to participate fully to gain the very best 
from their learning.  

n Relationships with parents are strong. Parents speak positively about the care 
and learning that their children receive, and the support given to families by 
leaders who are on site and staff. Information is shared via an online app. 
However, not all parents access this and, therefore, information, such as 
children's next steps in learning, are not consistently shared with all parents 
often enough. In addition, parents and children do not always know which room 
the pre-school children will be in until they arrive, as this is dependant on the 
numbers of children who attend. This can cause some confusion, as children 
sometimes have to move to a different room when they arrive. 

Safeguarding

The arrangements for safeguarding are effective.

There is an open and positive culture around safeguarding that puts children's 
interests first.

What does the setting need to do to improve?

To further improve the quality of the early years provision, the provider 
should:

n consider the organisation of activities, to enable all children to fully participate 
and get the very best from their learning

n review information sharing with parents, to ensure that they are always fully 
aware of their child's next steps in learning, and also which rooms children will 
be in before they arrive.  
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Setting details
Unique reference number EY267474

Local authority Shropshire

Inspection number 10376541

Type of provision Childcare on non-domestic premises

Registers Early Years Register, Compulsory Childcare 
Register, Voluntary Childcare Register

Day care type Full day care

Age range of children at time of 
inspection

0 to 4

Total number of places 79

Number of children on roll 60

Name of registered person Kaleidoscope Childcare Limited

Registered person unique 
reference number RP535270

Telephone number 01952 463259

Date of previous inspection 8 March 2024

Information about this early years setting

Kaleidoscope registered in 2004. It is situated in Shifnal, Shropshire. The nursery 
opens Monday to Friday, all year round. Sessions are from 7.45am until 6pm. The 
nursery employs nine members of staff. Of these, one holds a qualification at level 
5, five hold qualifications at level 3 and three hold qualifications at level 2. The 
nursery provides funding for all eligible children.  

Information about this inspection

Inspector
Rebecca Johnson
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Inspection activities

n The inspection started on 7 January 2025. It was paused in line with 'Ofsted 
inspections and visits: Deferring, pausing and gathering additional evidence 
policy'. Inspectors returned on 8 January 2025 to complete the inspection.

n The inspector viewed the provision and discussed the safety and suitability of 
the premises.

n The manager and the inspector completed a learning walk together of all areas 
of the nursery and discussed the early years curriculum.

n The manager and the inspector carried out a joint observation of a group 
activity.

n The inspector observed the quality of education being provided, indoors and 
outdoors, and assessed the impact that this was having on children's learning.

n The inspector spoke to several parents during the inspection and took account of 
their views.

n The inspector looked at relevant documentation and reviewed evidence of the 
suitability of staff working in the nursery.

We carried out this inspection under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 2006 
on the quality and standards of provision that is registered on the Early Years 
Register. The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the 
statutory framework for children's learning, development and care, known as the 
early years foundation stage.

If you are not happy with the inspection or the report, you can complain to Ofsted.
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The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted) 
regulates and inspects to achieve excellence in the care of children and young 
people, and in education and skills for learners of all ages. It regulates and 
inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children and Family 
Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher 
training, further education and skills, adult and community learning, and education 
and training in prisons and other secure establishments. It assesses council 
children's services, and inspects services for looked after children, safeguarding 
and child protection.

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print 
or Braille, please telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.

You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format 
or medium, under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence, 
visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the 
Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email: 
psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk

This publication is available at https://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/.

Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our monthly newsletter for more 
information and updates: http://eepurl.com/iTrDn.

Piccadilly Gate
Store Street
Manchester
M1 2WD

T: 0300 123 1231
Textphone: 0161 618 8524
E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
W: www.gov.uk/ofsted

© Crown copyright 2025
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