
Inspection of Portslade Day Nursery 
and Pre-School
221 Old Shoreham Road, Portslade, Brighton, East Sussex BN41 1XR

Inspection date: 7 January 2025

Overall effectiveness Good

The quality of education Good

Behaviour and attitudes Good

Personal development Good

Leadership and management Good

Overall effectiveness at previous 
inspection

Not applicable



What is it like to attend this early years setting?

The provision is good

Children and families receive a warm welcome upon arrival at the nursery and 
children settle promptly, becoming engrossed in their play. Babies thoroughly enjoy 
water play outdoors and show immense skill in carrying their water jugs to the 
water-play system. Staff use simple signing to help babies learn to communicate 
what they would like, such as more water. Babies remain fully engaged in their 
chosen activities and concentrate for good periods. Babies learn to recognise their 
own belongings through effective guidance and support from staff. Babies use 
simple signing to show good manners, such as saying 'please' and staff offer well-
deserved praise for their actions. This builds children's levels of confidence and 
self-esteem.

Children learn that they have a voice from a very young age and that staff value 
their input and opinions. This enables children to learn about their needs and those 
of others and about tolerance and respect. Toddlers show their interest in cause-
and-effect resources. They squeal with delight as the crocodile snaps its mouth 
closed as they press his teeth. Toddlers enjoy learning to blow bubbles and staff 
extend this, linking it to a favourite action rhyme. This helps support children's 
facial development and recall of the words of songs.

Pre-school children enjoy their immersive experience of story times. For instance, 
they use play figures to re-enact the story where they go on a bear hunt. Staff 
extend this experience, weaving in discussions about how the characters in the 
story may feel. These interactions maintain children's interest, while extending their 
knowledge. Pre-school children learn what happens when they mix differing colours 
of paint together. Staff encourage children to predict and experiment and then 
challenge children's learning further. Staff readily implement the managers' 
intention for the curriculum. They use age-appropriate language in conversations 
with children and help them to learn new words to enhance their early 
communication development.

What does the early years setting do well and what does it 
need to do better?

n Leaders have secure intentions for what they know children of all ages need to 
learn next. They devise a clearly sequenced curriculum, which is ambitious for all 
children, including those with special educational needs and/or disabilities. This 
enables children to make the progress that they are capable of. 

n Staff are calm, caring and show an in-depth understanding of children's 
individual care and learning needs. However, they do not always ensure that 
what they want children to learn from the activity or experience is always fully 
clear. This means that they do not always plan successfully for these activities, to 
further enhance children's learning.  
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n Leaders have a clear vision for ongoing development. They effectively target 
aspects for improvement and understand how best to support their staffing team 
to guide them. Leaders work successfully with other professionals, in the best 
interests of children and their families. They make effective use of additional 
funding to meet the individual needs of those children.

n Staff gain a wealth of information from parents to enable them to understand 
children's individual needs and family backgrounds. However, staff do not always 
consider how they can make sure that children see themselves represented at 
the nursery. This does not fully support their sense of belonging and children's 
understanding of embracing similarities and differences.

n There are effective systems in place for supporting and training staff to enhance 
their skills as practitioners. Leaders regularly observe staff during their 
interactions with children and use this to assess their practice. They use this to 
inform discussions during individual meetings and to create a plan for 
development and training.

n Staff enable children to learn to be independent from a very young age. For 
example, babies have recently learned the sequence in washing their hands with 
soap and then drying them before placing the hand towel in the waste bin. This 
practice is fully embedded, enabling children attend to their own needs.

n Partnerships with parents are good. Parents comment about the effectiveness of 
communication and the consistency of the staffing team. They report that they 
receive information about their children's learning and development, both 
verbally and using an online system. Parents comment that their children 
develop good levels of communication and language skills and the knowledge of 
how to build friendships with others. 

n Staff are highly effective and consistent in supporting children's understanding of 
their own behaviours and emotions. Staff communicate in ways that are age-
appropriate and use positive reinforcement effectively. Children learn from a 
young age to regulate their feelings and understand the expectations of 
behaviour.

Safeguarding

The arrangements for safeguarding are effective.

There is an open and positive culture around safeguarding that puts children's 
interests first.  

What does the setting need to do to improve?

To further improve the quality of the early years provision, the provider 
should:

n strengthen staff's understanding of their intention for the activities they plan to 
enhance children's learning

n embrace children's cultures and heritages further to support their understanding 
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of similarities and differences.
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Setting details
Unique reference number 2699652

Local authority Brighton and Hove

Inspection number 10372336

Type of provision Childcare on non-domestic premises

Registers Early Years Register, Compulsory Childcare 
Register

Day care type Full day care

Age range of children at time of 
inspection

1 to 4

Total number of places 51

Number of children on roll 53

Name of registered person Footsteps Childcare Limited

Registered person unique 
reference number RP905985

Telephone number 01273 416164

Date of previous inspection Not applicable

Information about this early years setting

Portslade Day Nursery and Pre-School registered in 2022 and operates in Portslade, 
East Sussex. The nursery is open each weekday, from 8am until 6pm, all year 
round. The nursery employs 15 members of staff who work directly with children 
and, of these, 10 hold relevant early years qualifications to level 2 or above. The 
nursery provides funded early education for two-, three- and four-year-old children.

Information about this inspection

Inspector
Helen Penticost

Inspection activities

n The manager and inspector completed a learning walk together and discussed 
the early years curriculum.

n The inspector carried out joint observations with the manager.
n The inspector spoke with staff and interacted with children.
n Parents shared their views about the setting with the inspector.
n The inspector viewed the provision and observed the safety and suitability of the 

premises.
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We carried out this inspection under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 2006 
on the quality and standards of provision that is registered on the Early Years 
Register. The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the 
statutory framework for children's learning, development and care, known as the 
early years foundation stage.

If you are not happy with the inspection or the report, you can complain to Ofsted.
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The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted) 
regulates and inspects to achieve excellence in the care of children and young 
people, and in education and skills for learners of all ages. It regulates and 
inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children and Family 
Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher 
training, further education and skills, adult and community learning, and education 
and training in prisons and other secure establishments. It assesses council 
children's services, and inspects services for looked after children, safeguarding 
and child protection.

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print 
or Braille, please telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.

You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format 
or medium, under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence, 
visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the 
Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email: 
psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk

This publication is available at https://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/.

Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our monthly newsletter for more 
information and updates: http://eepurl.com/iTrDn.

Piccadilly Gate
Store Street
Manchester
M1 2WD

T: 0300 123 1231
Textphone: 0161 618 8524
E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
W: www.gov.uk/ofsted

© Crown copyright 2025
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