
Inspection of Crudwell Pre-School
Crudwell Village Hall, Tetbury Lane, Crudwell, Malmesbury SN16 9HB

Inspection date: 4 December 2024

Overall effectiveness Requires improvement

The quality of education Requires improvement

Behaviour and attitudes Requires improvement

Personal development Requires improvement

Leadership and management Requires improvement

Overall effectiveness at previous 
inspection

Not applicable



What is it like to attend this early years setting?

The provision requires improvement

Staff create a welcoming and supportive environment where children feel valued 
and confident to explore their surroundings. Staff form strong, secure attachments 
with children. They model positive behaviours, such as using good manners, and 
overall, children respond well. However, when children display challenging 
behaviours, such as pushing or snatching, staff struggle to manage the situation 
effectively. This results in some behaviours escalating, disrupting children's learning 
time until staff regain control.

Leaders are committed to meeting children's needs through a well-sequenced 
curriculum. Staff build on what children already know and can do to help them 
reach the next steps in their development. However, there are variations in the 
effectiveness of staff's practice in helping children to learn well and to manage their 
feelings and emotions. This affects children's ability to focus, participate and learn 
effectively during these times.

The curriculum for physical development is a strength of the setting. Staff support 
children's physical skills throughout the day. For example, children take part in 
music and movement sessions. They learn to move their bodies with control, 
confidence and balance and follow the instructions staff give to them. Children 
enjoy the time they spend outside. They have daily access to fresh air and exercise 
in the garden. They excitedly pedal wheeled vehicles through tunnels, use chalk to 
draw and use diggers to make tracks in the leaves. 

What does the early years setting do well and what does it 
need to do better?

n Leaders do not have a clear oversight of the weaknesses that exist in staff 
practice, especially around behaviour management and the organisation of daily 
routines and transitions. That said, staff receive regular feedback on their 
practice. They speak highly of the team spirit that exists between them and the 
kindness shown to them by leaders.

n Staff do not consistently provide children with the tools and support needed to 
regulate their emotions and manage their behaviour effectively. At times, staff's 
responses to escalating behaviour are inconsistent. For example, a lack of clear 
direction prevents children from engaging fully in their play, leading to 
frustration. This frustration causes disruptions to other children's learning. While 
staff occasionally intervene, such as by redirecting behaviour and offering praise, 
they do not consistently apply behaviour management strategies. Staff do not 
have meaningful consequences in place to help children understand and meet 
expectations for their behaviour.

n Staff are taking steps to address the weaknesses that affect children's 
engagement and learning, such as giving clear warnings before play ends. 
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However, a lack of organisation during daily routines means that children miss 
out on meaningful learning experiences. Staff do not always notice when 
children are not engaged in purposeful play during transitions.

n Staff ensure children have daily opportunities to hear stories and sing songs to 
support their developing language skills. Younger children enjoy learning and 
repeating sounds when they sing. Older children learn how to identify the 
sounds that represent letters of the alphabet. For example, staff encourage 
children to search the room to find items that begin with a certain sound. 
Children giggle and excitedly go on a letter hunt, eagerly calling to staff and 
friends when they find what they are looking for, such as 'S for Santa'.

n Children develop good independence skills. For example, staff teach children 
how to take off their own coats and hang them on their pegs. Children put away 
their lunch boxes and take out a snack, placing it next to their name for later. 
Staff talk about healthy foods and share tips with parents around healthy food 
choices.

n Children enjoy imaginative play with their friends. For example, they pretend to 
prepare a picnic and use boxes to create a train. Staff foster children's curiosity 
and support their independent play and social interactions, asking questions 
about the pretend food and where they are going on their journey.

n Partnerships with parents are good. Parents report that their children are happy 
and excited to come to the setting. They say that the settling-in sessions work 
well and are adapted to meet their children's needs. Staff lend resources and 
books and invite parents into the setting to find out about their children's 
progress at home.

n Children with special educational needs and/or disabilities make progress from 
their starting points. Staff work well with external professionals and the local 
authority advisory team. For example, children have targeted sessions to support 
their speech and language development. Staff have good skills in this area and 
remember to offer clear, short instructions. They repeat words and give children 
time to process language.

Safeguarding

The arrangements for safeguarding are effective.

There is an open and positive culture around safeguarding that puts children's 
interests first.

What does the setting need to do to improve?

To meet the requirements of the early years foundation stage, the 
provider must:

Due date
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ensure leaders have sufficient oversight 
of the provision to identify weaknesses in 
staff's practice and provide coaching and 
mentoring to improve their teaching 
skills

14/02/2025

ensure staff are consistent in their 
approach to supporting children's 
behaviour so that children understand 
expectations and recognise the impact of 
their behaviour on others.

14/02/2025

To further improve the quality of the early years provision, the provider 
should:

n strengthen the organisation of routines and transitions to motivate children more 
effectively and enable them to develop their interests and deepen their 
inspiration to learn.
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Setting details
Unique reference number 2693570

Local authority Wiltshire

Inspection number 10367874

Type of provision Childcare on non-domestic premises

Registers Early Years Register

Day care type Sessional day care

Age range of children at time of 
inspection

2 to 4

Total number of places 24

Number of children on roll 20

Name of registered person Crudwell Pre-School

Registered person unique 
reference number 2693568

Telephone number 07986622191

Date of previous inspection Not applicable

Information about this early years setting

Crudwell Pre-School re-registered in August 2022. It operates from the village hall 
in Crudwell, near Malmesbury, Wiltshire. The setting is open on Mondays, 
Wednesdays and Fridays from 9am to 3pm, term time only. The setting employs 
four members of staff. One holds a relevant early years qualification at level 6, one 
holds a qualification at level 3, one holds a level 2 qualification and one is 
unqualified. The setting offers government funded places.

Information about this inspection

Inspector
Gwyneth Keen
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Inspection activities

n The manager and the inspector completed a learning walk together of all areas 
of the setting and discussed the early years curriculum.

n The inspector observed the quality of education being provided, indoors and 
outdoors, and assessed the impact that this was having on children's learning.

n The inspector and the manager carried out a joint observation of a group 
activity.

n The inspector talked to staff at appropriate times during the inspection and took 
account of their views.

n The inspector spoke to several parents during the inspection and took account of 
their views. 

We carried out this inspection under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 2006 
on the quality and standards of provision that is registered on the Early Years 
Register. The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the 
statutory framework for children's learning, development and care, known as the 
early years foundation stage.

If you are not happy with the inspection or the report, you can complain to Ofsted.
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The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted) 
regulates and inspects to achieve excellence in the care of children and young 
people, and in education and skills for learners of all ages. It regulates and 
inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children and Family 
Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher 
training, further education and skills, adult and community learning, and education 
and training in prisons and other secure establishments. It assesses council 
children's services, and inspects services for looked after children, safeguarding 
and child protection.

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print 
or Braille, please telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.

You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format 
or medium, under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence, 
visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the 
Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email: 
psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk

This publication is available at https://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/.

Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our monthly newsletter for more 
information and updates: http://eepurl.com/iTrDn.

Piccadilly Gate
Store Street
Manchester
M1 2WD

T: 0300 123 1231
Textphone: 0161 618 8524
E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
W: www.gov.uk/ofsted

© Crown copyright 2024
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