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What is it like to attend this early years setting?

This provision meets requirements

Children are warmly greeted by the caring staff when they arrive at this well-
organised and friendly after-school club. Staff have high expectations for children's 
behaviour, which all children clearly understand. Children behave very well and 
promptly respond to staff instructions, for example, when it is time to sit down 
together for their meal or to tidy away the toys. Children play cooperatively to build 
a marble run, kindly sharing equipment and discussing the best way to slot the 
pipes together. They are patient and take time to listen to each other's ideas. This 
demonstrates how the children are encouraged to be respectful and polite.

There are lots of interesting activities on offer at the club. Staff know the children 
very well and ensure that there are exciting opportunities for all children to be 
involved. Children relax on cushions in a quieter area, cuddle up to the club's giant 
teddy bear and enjoy selecting from a thoughtfully chosen selection of books. 
Children take great care and concentrate hard as they decorate baubles with paint 
and glitter. They hold them up proudly. Staff are full of admiration and praise for 
their efforts. This supports children to be confident and to take a pride in their 
achievements.

What does the early years setting do well and what does it 
need to do better?

n Children and staff display highly positive relationships. Staff speak about how 
they enjoy spending time with the children and how proud of all the children's 
achievements they are. All children, including children with special educational 
needs and/or disabilities, are supported to take part in activities confidently. For 
example, when playing a board game, staff sensitively encourage children to 
carry on trying by giving them a special role. This supports children's emotional 
security and builds their resilience.

n The club is full of laughter and interesting conversations. Children of all ages sit 
at tables in social groups and enjoy a meal together. They chatter about what 
they have done at school and about activities that they are looking forward to at 
home. They politely wait their turn for food and say thank you without being 
reminded. Children wait until others have finished before they leave the table. 
This reflects the respectful atmosphere of the club.

n Children are well supported to make healthy choices. They help themselves to 
fruit as a snack and in the summer grow a range of vegetables, including 
tomatoes and onions in the school allotment. Children explain that when they 
are thirsty they need to have a drink of water 'so you don't get dehydrated and 
get a headache'. Children get plenty of exercise, using hula hoops energetically 
and throwing balls to knock down giant skittles. 

n Children are very well supported to grow in confidence and to value their own 
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achievements. They speak with pride about their ideas and illustrations being 
published in a book about pets. They say that they were 'so shocked and proud' 
when they were able to see their work in the book and excitedly turn the pages 
of the book to show others the pictures they drew. 

n Staff speak very positively about leaders and the wider team. They meet 
regularly with leaders to discuss their professional development and any training 
needs. Staff are highly reflective about the club and frequently discuss ideas for 
new activities or improvements which could be made. This means that practice is 
constantly improving and developing.

n Parents are full of praise for the care their children receive at the club. They say 
that staff are 'amazing, just fantastic'. They say that their children are always 
keen to attend and that they are settled and happy at pick up time. Parents say 
that they are well informed about their child's time at the club and that they 
have grown in confidence since attending. This demonstrates the positive 
partnership between the club and parents.

Safeguarding

The arrangements for safeguarding are effective.

There is an open and positive culture around safeguarding that puts children's 
interests first. 
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Setting details
Unique reference number 2698408

Local authority Wigan

Inspection number 10367477

Type of provision Childcare on non-domestic premises

Registers Early Years Register, Compulsory Childcare 
Register, Voluntary Childcare Register

Day care type Out-of-school day care

Age range of children at time of 
inspection

4 to 11

Total number of places 20

Number of children on roll 26

Name of registered person Mere House Day Nursery Limited

Registered person unique 
reference number RP535156

Telephone number 01942237378

Date of previous inspection Not applicable

Information about this early years setting

Canal House Out of School Club registered in 2022 and is located in Standish Lower 
Ground St Anne's CofE Primary School, Wigan. The club employs two members of 
childcare staff, one of whom holds an appropriate early years qualifications at level 
3. The club opens Monday to Friday from 7.30am to 9am and from 3pm until 6pm 
during term time. 

Information about this inspection

Inspector
Sarah Gower-Jones
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Inspection activities

n The inspector viewed the provision and discussed the safety and suitability of 
the premises.

n Children spoke to/communicated with the inspector during the inspection.
n The inspector talked to staff at appropriate times during the inspection and took 

account of their views.
n The inspector observed the interactions between staff and children.
n The inspector spoke to several parents during the inspection and took account of 

their views.
n The inspector looked at relevant documentation and reviewed evidence of the 

suitability of staff working at the club.

We carried out this inspection under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 2006 
on the quality and standards of provision that is registered on the Early Years 
Register. The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the 
statutory framework for children's learning, development and care, known as the 
early years foundation stage.

If you are not happy with the inspection or the report, you can complain to Ofsted.
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The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted) 
regulates and inspects to achieve excellence in the care of children and young 
people, and in education and skills for learners of all ages. It regulates and 
inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children and Family 
Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher 
training, further education and skills, adult and community learning, and education 
and training in prisons and other secure establishments. It assesses council 
children's services, and inspects services for looked after children, safeguarding 
and child protection.

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print 
or Braille, please telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.

You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format 
or medium, under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence, 
visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the 
Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email: 
psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk

This publication is available at https://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/.

Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our monthly newsletter for more 
information and updates: http://eepurl.com/iTrDn.

Piccadilly Gate
Store Street
Manchester
M1 2WD

T: 0300 123 1231
Textphone: 0161 618 8524
E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
W: www.gov.uk/ofsted
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