
Inspection of Busy Bees Day Nursery 
at Wellingborough
Enstone Court, Wellingborough, Northamptonshire NN8 2DR

Inspection date: 18 November 2024

Overall effectiveness Good

The quality of education Good

Behaviour and attitudes Good

Personal development Good

Leadership and management Good

Overall effectiveness at previous 
inspection

Good



What is it like to attend this early years setting?

The provision is good

Staff have a welcoming, caring approach and ensure that all children's needs are 
met. They take care to ensure any specific dietary needs are managed through 
discussions with children's parents. Children respond to the staff and develop 
positive relationships with them. Staff recognise when babies are interested in 
shiny objects, such as egg shapes and bowls. Staff show babies how they can put 
the egg in a bowl. Babies smile when they do this themselves and the egg rolls 
around. The engaging manner from staff supports babies' curiosity and motivation 
to try new things. 

Staff encourage children to persevere and keep trying, helping them to learn new 
skills. When they play outside, children use log slices as stepping stones and stilts 
to develop their confidence and balance. Staff support them effectively and give 
them lots of praise for their efforts. Children's learning benefits from supportive 
interactions from staff as they play. Toddlers remain focused and concentrate on 
their chosen activities. For example, staff talk to children as they play with 
construction bricks. They comment on what children are doing and use words such 
as 'press' and 'tower' as children build. Children listen to the staff as they speak to 
them and are keen to continue their play. They develop their speaking skills as they 
try to repeat new words said by staff. 

What does the early years setting do well and what does it 
need to do better?

n The management team has a reflective approach and provides staff with 
effective support and training to help their ongoing professional development. 
The implementation of a new curriculum has a positive impact on children's 
learning. Staff focus on helping children to be curious and involve them in how 
their play is extended. They develop their understanding of how to promote 
children's engagement and sustain interest in learning through their play. 

n Staff know the children well and they successfully engage them in activities that 
interest them and develop their skills in the areas of learning. For example, pre-
school children learn about how things change when they are mixed as they 
follow a pictorial recipe to make play dough. Toddlers explore scents as they 
squeeze fruit teabags in water. Consequently, children are developing their 
understanding of the world.

n Staff promote children's developing communication and language effectively. 
Children enjoy listening to stories and join in with the parts they know. Staff help 
children learn songs that they sing enthusiastically during group times. Staff 
listen to children and give them time to ask questions and share their news.

n Overall, staff help children become increasingly independent. Children make 
choices about what they want to do and develop confidence to try new 
experiences. However, on occasion, activities are not sequenced appropriately 

Inspection report: Busy Bees Day Nursery at Wellingborough
18 November 2024 2



for children's age and ability. For example, young toddlers are asked to self-serve 
their lunch when they do not yet have the physical skills to do this. 
Consequently, children do not consistently practise skills that contribute to their 
future learning. 

n Staff treat children with respect and celebrate their individuality. They promote 
children's understanding about recognising differences in one another, diversity 
and the importance of friendship and working together. Children learn about 
culture and religion through stories, looking at artefacts and discussions with 
staff about festivals such as Diwali. 

n Staff are good role models for the children and children's behaviour is positive. 
Staff speak to children clearly and, when required, they explain how certain 
behaviour has an impact on others. Children respond positively when staff talk to 
them about sharing and taking turns. Staff have a consistent approach, adapting 
their language to ensure children understand what is being asked of them.

n Staff encourage parents to take an active role in the nursery. They seek parents' 
views and answer their questions through a partnership group. Key persons 
work closely with parents when children start attending and ongoing. This 
ensures that staff have relevant information about children's needs when they 
start and parents are informed about their child's progress. The consistent and 
effective partnerships contribute to children's feelings of well-being and 
belonging in the nursery.

Safeguarding

The arrangements for safeguarding are effective.

There is an open and positive culture around safeguarding that puts children's 
interests first.

What does the setting need to do to improve?

To further improve the quality of the early years provision, the provider 
should:

n strengthen how staff plan the sequence of the curriculum to help children 
consistently practise skills they need for their future learning.  
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Setting details
Unique reference number 220266

Local authority North Northamptonshire

Inspection number 10373856

Type of provision Childcare on non-domestic premises

Registers Early Years Register

Day care type Full day care

Age range of children at time of 
inspection

0 to 4

Total number of places 100

Number of children on roll 93

Name of registered person Busy Bees Nurseries Limited

Registered person unique 
reference number RP900821

Telephone number 01933 224666

Date of previous inspection 8 April 2019

Information about this early years setting

Busy Bees Day Nursery at Wellingborough registered in 1999 and is situated in 
Wellingborough, Northamptonshire. The nursery employs 30 members of childcare 
staff, 24 of whom hold childcare qualifications between level 2 and level 6. The 
nursery is open from 7.30am until 6pm, Monday to Friday all year round, except for 
bank holidays. The nursery provides government funded places for children aged 
from nine months to four years.

Information about this inspection

Inspector
Melanie Eastwell
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Inspection activities

n The centre directors and the inspector completed a learning walk together of all 
areas of the nursery and discussed the early years curriculum.

n The inspector talked to staff at appropriate times during the inspection about 
their key children.

n The inspector and the centre directors carried out a joint observation in the pre-
school room.

n Children spoke with the inspector during the inspection.
n The inspector spoke to several parents during the inspection and took account of 

their views. She also took account of written feedback provided by parents. 

We carried out this inspection under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 2006 
on the quality and standards of provision that is registered on the Early Years 
Register. The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the 
statutory framework for children's learning, development and care, known as the 
early years foundation stage.

If you are not happy with the inspection or the report, you can complain to Ofsted.
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The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted) 
regulates and inspects to achieve excellence in the care of children and young 
people, and in education and skills for learners of all ages. It regulates and 
inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children and Family 
Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher 
training, further education and skills, adult and community learning, and education 
and training in prisons and other secure establishments. It assesses council 
children's services, and inspects services for looked after children, safeguarding 
and child protection.

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print 
or Braille, please telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.

You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format 
or medium, under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence, 
visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the 
Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email: 
psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk

This publication is available at https://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/.

Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our monthly newsletter for more 
information and updates: http://eepurl.com/iTrDn.

Piccadilly Gate
Store Street
Manchester
M1 2WD

T: 0300 123 1231
Textphone: 0161 618 8524
E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
W: www.gov.uk/ofsted

© Crown copyright 2024
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