
Inspection of Wonderworks preschool
Chaddesden Memorial Hall, Chaddesden Lane, Chaddesden, DERBY DE21 6LN

Inspection date: 20 November 2024

Overall effectiveness Good

The quality of education Good

Behaviour and attitudes Good

Personal development Good

Leadership and management Good

Overall effectiveness at previous 
inspection

Not applicable



What is it like to attend this early years setting?

The provision is good

Children enjoy their time at this welcoming pre-school. They show excitement as 
they get ready to play outside in the snowy weather. Staff encourage children to 
put on their own wellington boots, coats and gloves to ensure they are cosy and 
warm. Children are curious about the world around them. They show interest as 
staff talk to them about how the melted snow has frozen and turned to ice. 
Children work together using toy tools to safely chip away at the ice to free their 
play figures. Staff ensure children stay safe. They talk to children about the slippery 
ground and, when children walk along the obstacle course, staff hold their hands to 
help them balance. Children use their arm muscles as they playfully throw 
snowballs, use toy diggers to scoop up snow and use potato mashers to squash up 
the snow and ice. This helps build on children's emerging interests.

Staff are positive role models. They support children to use their manners, help tidy 
away resources and to be mindful of others. In turn, children show kindness, giving 
their friends a hug and allowing them to go first during activities. When children 
occasionally struggle to manage their behaviours during play, staff gently intervene 
and acknowledge children's emotions. This helps children deal with their feelings, 
supporting them to quickly return to their play.

What does the early years setting do well and what does it 
need to do better?

n Staff develop positive relationships with parents. Parents say staff provide 
support and guidance to help ensure their children make progress. For example, 
staff have provided parents with resources and strategies to support their 
children with toilet training and developing positive behaviours at home. Parents 
state their children are developing in their confidence and language skills. 

n Staff help children to develop their language and communication skills. They sing 
familiar songs, which see children eagerly join in. Staff encourage children to 
take part in simple conversation and they introduce new vocabulary. For 
example, children show interest in the pineapple they are having for snack. 
Children are encouraged to explore the pineapple's texture and staff use words, 
such as 'spiky' and 'prickly', to describe the fruit.

n Managers and staff identify children with special educational needs and/or 
disabilities early. They work closely with parents to establish effective strategies 
to help all children make good progress. In addition, they work with children in 
small focus groups to help them to develop the skills that move them forward in 
their development. 

n Staff plan activities for children to develop their small-muscle skills. These 
activities help children practise the skills that are needed for early writing. For 
example, children are challenged by staff to stretch, squash and roll play dough 
into different shapes. In addition, four-year-olds receive praise as they use 
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pencils to make marks on paper in an attempt to write their own name on their 
art work. 

n Staff provide activities within the daily routine to help children develop their 
early independence skills. Children are encouraged to serve themselves a snack, 
put their leftover fruit in the bin and put their dirty pots in the washing-up bowl. 
This helps children do as much as possible for themselves.

n Staff help children learn some important self-care skills. Children are supported 
to wash their hands after using the toilet and before meals. However, staff do 
not consistently reinforce good hygiene routines. For example, when children 
cough and sneeze into their hand and wipe their nose with a tissue, staff do not 
always remind them to wash their hands.      

n Staff know their key children well, including what makes them unique. They 
determine appropriate next steps and understand how to embed these within 
children's play. However, at times, staff do not deploy themselves well enough. 
This means children sometimes lack the support needed from staff to engage 
them in meaningful learning and play.

Safeguarding

The arrangements for safeguarding are effective.

There is an open and positive culture around safeguarding that puts children's 
interests first. 

What does the setting need to do to improve?

To further improve the quality of the early years provision, the provider 
should:

n strengthen hygiene practices, so they are consistently embedded to promote 
children's understanding of good hygiene

n strengthen the deployment of staff in order to provide consistent and purposeful 
interactions for children, which build on their existing skills and knowledge.
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Setting details
Unique reference number 2690640

Local authority Derby

Inspection number 10360163

Type of provision Childcare on non-domestic premises

Registers Early Years Register

Day care type Sessional day care

Age range of children at time of 
inspection

2 to 4

Total number of places 42

Number of children on roll 30

Name of registered person Goates, Eleanor

Registered person unique 
reference number 2690639

Telephone number 07468 097038

Date of previous inspection Not applicable

Information about this early years setting

Wonderworks pre-school is based in Chaddesden, Derby. It registered in 2023. The 
pre-school operates Monday to Friday, term time only. Sessions are from 9am till 
3pm. The pre-school employs four members of childcare staff. Of these, two hold 
early years qualifications at level 3 or above. The pre-school provides funded early 
education for two-, three- and four-year-old children.

Information about this inspection

Inspector
Susan Hyatt
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Inspection activities

n The inspector viewed the provision and discussed the safety and suitability of 
the premises.

n The manager and inspector completed a learning walk together of all areas of 
the pre-school and discussed the early years curriculum.

n Children told the inspector about their friends and what they like to do when 
they are at pre-school.

n The inspector talked to staff at appropriate times during the inspection and took 
account of their views.

n The inspector observed the quality of education being provided, indoors and 
outdoors, and assessed the impact that this was having on children's learning.

n The inspector observed the interactions between staff and children.
n Parents shared their views of the setting with the inspector. 
n The manager showed the inspector documentation to demonstrate the suitability 

of staff.

We carried out this inspection under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 2006 
on the quality and standards of provision that is registered on the Early Years 
Register. The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the 
statutory framework for children's learning, development and care, known as the 
early years foundation stage.

If you are not happy with the inspection or the report, you can complain to Ofsted.
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The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted) 
regulates and inspects to achieve excellence in the care of children and young 
people, and in education and skills for learners of all ages. It regulates and 
inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children and Family 
Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher 
training, further education and skills, adult and community learning, and education 
and training in prisons and other secure establishments. It assesses council 
children's services, and inspects services for looked after children, safeguarding 
and child protection.

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print 
or Braille, please telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.

You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format 
or medium, under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence, 
visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the 
Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email: 
psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk

This publication is available at https://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/.

Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our monthly newsletter for more 
information and updates: http://eepurl.com/iTrDn.

Piccadilly Gate
Store Street
Manchester
M1 2WD

T: 0300 123 1231
Textphone: 0161 618 8524
E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
W: www.gov.uk/ofsted

© Crown copyright 2024
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