
Inspection of Vantage Park Day 
Nursery
9 Vantage Park, Washingley Road, Huntingdon PE29 6SR

Inspection date: 16 October 2024

Overall effectiveness Good

The quality of education Good

Behaviour and attitudes Good

Personal development Good

Leadership and management Good

Overall effectiveness at previous 
inspection

Outstanding



What is it like to attend this early years setting?

The provision is good

Staff ensure that every child receives a genuinely warm, caring and nurturing 
greeting on arrival. Children arrive happy and leave their parents comfortably. 
Younger children put their arms out readily to the receiving member of staff. These 
actions demonstrate that children feel emotionally settled, safe and secure in the 
care of staff at this nursery.

Senior leaders have a clear ethos and commitment to providing children with high-
quality, respectful care and education. They have devised a broad curriculum that 
includes the skills and knowledge they want children to achieve, although, at times, 
this is too ambitious for the very youngest children. 

Staff have high expectations for children's behaviour. They provide very effective 
support to help children to manage their behaviour and emotions, for example, by 
using praise, redirection and acknowledgement. Children patiently wait their turn to 
hand drill a hole in the large pumpkin or to take part in a woodwork activity. Staff 
empower children to make their own decisions and in doing so, help children learn 
how to keep themselves safe. For example, when a structure they are building 
outside becomes too high and 'wobbles', children decide that it may not be wise to 
try and sit on it in case they fall.

What does the early years setting do well and what does it 
need to do better?

n The indoor and outdoor learning environments provide children with choice and 
access to a wide range of excellent quality resources and natural materials to 
enhance their play. Outside, children embrace nature and the seasonal changes. 
For example, they learn the name for trees that never lose their leaves.

n The planning of the curriculum focuses on continuous provision, core activities 
and daily structured activities underpinned by a common theme across the 
nursery. While there is clear and effective implementation of the intended 
curriculum in the older children's rooms, the curriculum for children aged under 
two years is, at times, too ambitious. This means that the learning intentions of 
planned activities are sometimes beyond the level of understanding of most of 
the babies in the room. For example, babies are expected to know what an 
elephant looks like and what noise it makes. Staff communicate a lot of 
information to babies during these activities, while babies are more interested 
and heavily engrossed in exploring and investigating.

n All children make at least good progress in their learning and development. 
Support for children with special educational needs and/or disabilities and those 
who speak English as an additional language is very effective. Sensitive and 
considered approaches enable all children to fulfil their potential and feel fully 
included in nursery life.
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n Staff help older children to successfully build on what they already know and can 
do over time. For example, children are introduced to woodworking activities and 
firstly learn the basic safety rules. To begin, they use two hands to operate the 
hammer, but as their fine motor skills and hand-eye coordination develop over 
time, they learn to use one hand to steady the nail and the other to operate the 
hammer. 

n Staff are mindful to let older children lead their learning, and they ask well-timed 
questions to extend children's thinking and problem-solving skills. For example, 
when children demonstrate they know that a pumpkin seed will need water and 
light to grow, staff extend their knowledge by explaining the purpose of drainage 
holes in the bottom of the flowerpot.

n Feedback from parents is extremely positive. They appreciate staff's investment 
in their children's development and the excellent communications they receive. 
Parents report that they trust staff implicitly, in particular where their children 
have specific needs.

n Children thoroughly enjoy balanced and nutritious meals and snacks that are 
well presented to them. Children have good appetites, and as a result, there is 
little food waste. 

n Stringent recruitment and induction procedures ensure only those staff who 
share a similar ethos and high standards work with children. Regular 
supervisions and staff meetings support staff in being the best they can be.

n Staff's well-being and continuous professional development are of the utmost 
importance to the provider and senior leaders. Staff report being extremely 
happy in their work and acknowledge the excellent role models they have in 
senior leaders. Children are cared for by staff who genuinely enjoy all that they 
do for the children and their families.

Safeguarding

The arrangements for safeguarding are effective.

There is an open and positive culture around safeguarding that puts children's 
interests first.

What does the setting need to do to improve?

To further improve the quality of the early years provision, the provider 
should:

n precisely focus the planning of the curriculum and structured activities for the 
very youngest children so that they are more appropriate for their level of 
understanding and capabilities.
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Setting details
Unique reference number EY540937

Local authority Cambridgeshire

Inspection number 10355100

Type of provision Childcare on non-domestic premises

Registers Early Years Register, Compulsory Childcare 
Register

Day care type Full day care

Age range of children at time of 
inspection

0 to 3

Total number of places 64

Number of children on roll 71

Name of registered person Wigwam Nurseries Ltd

Registered person unique 
reference number RP903375

Telephone number 01480700580

Date of previous inspection 16 November 2018

Information about this early years setting

Vantage Park Day Nursery registered in 2016 and is privately owned. It is situated 
in Huntingdon, Cambridgeshire. The nursery employs 11 members of childcare 
staff. Of these, seven hold appropriate early years qualifications at level 3 or above, 
including one who holds a qualification at level 6. The nursery opens from Monday 
to Friday, all year round, from 8am until 6pm. The provision offers government 
funded places for all eligible children.

Information about this inspection

Inspector
Anna Davies
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Inspection activities

n A senior manager, manager and inspector completed a learning walk together 
and discussed how the curriculum is organised.

n The inspector observed the quality of teaching during activities, indoors and 
outdoors, and assessed the impact this has on children's learning.

n The inspector spoke with staff at appropriate times throughout the inspection.
n Children spoke to the inspector about the activities they were doing. 
n The inspector carried out a joint observation with the nursery manager. 
n The inspector held a meeting with the nursery manager, senior managers and 

provider. She looked at relevant documentation and reviewed evidence of the 
suitability of staff working in the nursery.

n A number of parents spoke to the inspector during the inspection, and the 
inspector took account of their views as well as those who provided feedback via 
email.

We carried out this inspection under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 2006 
on the quality and standards of provision that is registered on the Early Years 
Register. The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the 
statutory framework for children's learning, development and care, known as the 
early years foundation stage.

If you are not happy with the inspection or the report, you can complain to Ofsted.
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The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted) 
regulates and inspects to achieve excellence in the care of children and young 
people, and in education and skills for learners of all ages. It regulates and 
inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children and Family 
Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher 
training, further education and skills, adult and community learning, and education 
and training in prisons and other secure establishments. It assesses council 
children's services, and inspects services for looked after children, safeguarding 
and child protection.

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print 
or Braille, please telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.

You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format 
or medium, under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence, 
visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the 
Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email: 
psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk

This publication is available at https://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/.

Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our monthly newsletter for more 
information and updates: http://eepurl.com/iTrDn.

Piccadilly Gate
Store Street
Manchester
M1 2WD

T: 0300 123 1231
Textphone: 0161 618 8524
E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
W: www.gov.uk/ofsted

© Crown copyright 2024
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