
Inspection of Hextable Village Pre-
School
The Gallery, Heritage Centre, College Road, SWANLEY, Kent BR8 7LT

Inspection date: 15 November 2024

Overall effectiveness Good

The quality of education Good

Behaviour and attitudes Good

Personal development Good

Leadership and management Good

Overall effectiveness at previous 
inspection

Good



What is it like to attend this early years setting?

The provision is good

Children excitedly run into nursery to start their day. They have strong attachments 
with the whole staff team. Children seek out staff to join in their games, and they 
smile and laugh happily as they play together. This helps them feel settled and 
secure in the nursery.

Children have access to a wide range of carefully planned resources, which 
supports their learning in all areas of development. The curriculum is sequenced to 
ensure that children's learning is well supported. This helps children make good 
progress in the nursery's care. Mathematics is woven into everyday activities. For 
example, staff introduce positional language, such as 'on', 'under' and 'in'. They 
count out loud, encouraging children to copy. Staff help children recognise 
numbers, shapes and sizes as they play. 

Staff support children to develop their physical skills. They use tools to manipulate 
dough and smooth sand over toy bricks. Children enjoy spending time outside. 
They access the water tap to fill containers and pour down pipes and guttering in 
the outdoor area. 

Staff are calm as they engage with children. They model good behaviour and use 
gentle reminders when supporting children to share and take turns. Staff refer to 
the 'rules', using visual cues to help children's understanding. This helps to 
encourage children to behave well.

What does the early years setting do well and what does it 
need to do better?

n Leaders and staff create a clear curriculum that prioritises children developing 
their independence, communication and social skills, which supports children to 
be ready for future learning. They focus on self-help skills, such as teaching 
children to dress themselves, to wipe their own noses and effective handwashing 
techniques. They explain to children the importance of these skills, which builds 
on children's understanding of good hygiene practices.

n For children in need of some additional support, staff use speech and language 
programmes to focus their teaching and help children to quickly catch up. For 
example, staff use early identification and intervention tools, as well as simple 
sign language, to support children. This has led to improvements in children's 
speech.

n Staff monitor children's progress closely. This helps them identify and address 
any emerging gaps in children's development swiftly. Leaders use additional 
funding well to benefit those who need additional support. For example, they 
use a speech and language therapist to develop children's communication skills. 
Children, including those with special educational needs and/or disabilities 
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(SEND), make good progress from their starting points. 
n Staff do not organise routines over lunchtime in the most effective way. Although 

children behave well overall, as other children arrive and transition into the 
afternoon, children are not fully engaged or supported. Consequently, during this 
time, some children flit between activities with lower levels of engagement. For 
instance, children become restless and run around while other children are still 
eating.

n Partnerships with parents and families are very positive. Many parents return to 
the nursery with siblings. They comment highly on the kind, caring and 
passionate staff. For example, the parents enjoy organising events with staff, 
such as the annual fair for families to join in. Parents appreciate the regular 
progress updates they receive from their child's key person. This helps parents 
understand what their children will be learning next. 

n The nursery works closely with the local school. Staff prepare children by visiting 
the school to familiarise themselves with their new surroundings. They share 
children's learning and development with teachers. This helps children make a 
smooth transition to school.

n Overall, staff support children to be healthy. For instance, staff provide children 
with healthy snacks and provide parents with advice on positive lunch box 
options. However, this is not yet fully embedded to support children or parents 
to make good choices around eating healthily. For example, parents providing 
healthy choices at lunch for children is not always consistent. 

n The provider has an ethos of empowering staff and providing good-quality 
training. Staff value the support, guidance and coaching they receive from 
knowledgeable leaders. There is a high focus on upskilling and developing staff's 
teaching skills and supporting their well-being. For example, staff have 
undertaken training on outdoor learning and used their knowledge to enhance 
learning experiences for children in a nearby woodland area. This promotes the 
continuous development of the setting.

Safeguarding

The arrangements for safeguarding are effective.

There is an open and positive culture around safeguarding that puts children's 
interests first.

What does the setting need to do to improve?

To further improve the quality of the early years provision, the provider 
should:

n organise transitions between routines effectively, particularly at lunchtimes, so 
that children are fully supported in their learning

n strengthen strategies to support children and their families to make healthy 
choices in relation to food and drinks. 
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Setting details
Unique reference number EY396796

Local authority Kent

Inspection number 10363854

Type of provision Childcare on non-domestic premises

Registers Early Years Register

Day care type Sessional day care

Age range of children at time of 
inspection

2 to 4

Total number of places 26

Number of children on roll 44

Name of registered person Hextable Village Pre School Committee

Registered person unique 
reference number RP522431

Telephone number 07720 920308

Date of previous inspection 14 January 2019

Information about this early years setting

Hextable Village Pre-School is situated in Hextable village and registered since 
2009. The pre-school operates Monday to Friday, from 9am to 3pm, during term 
time only. The pre-school receives funding for early education for children age 
two-, three- and four-years-old. There are 11 staff who work directly with the 
children, eight of whom have appropriate early years qualifications.

Information about this inspection

Inspector
Shona Allerton
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Inspection activities

n The manager joined the inspector on a learning walk and talked to the inspector 
about their curriculum and what they want the children to learn.

n Staff spoke to the inspector about how they support children with SEND.
n The inspector observed the quality of education being provided, indoors and 

outdoors, and assessed the impact that this was having on children's learning.
n The inspector and the deputy manager carried out a joint observation of a 

communication and language activity.
n Parents shared their views of the setting with the inspector.
n The manager showed the inspector documentation to demonstrate the suitability 

of staff.

We carried out this inspection under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 2006 
on the quality and standards of provision that is registered on the Early Years 
Register. The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the 
statutory framework for children's learning, development and care, known as the 
early years foundation stage.

If you are not happy with the inspection or the report, you can complain to Ofsted.
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http://www.gov.uk/complain-ofsted-report


The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted) 
regulates and inspects to achieve excellence in the care of children and young 
people, and in education and skills for learners of all ages. It regulates and 
inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children and Family 
Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher 
training, further education and skills, adult and community learning, and education 
and training in prisons and other secure establishments. It assesses council 
children's services, and inspects services for looked after children, safeguarding 
and child protection.

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print 
or Braille, please telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.

You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format 
or medium, under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence, 
visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the 
Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email: 
psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk

This publication is available at https://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/.

Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our monthly newsletter for more 
information and updates: http://eepurl.com/iTrDn.

Piccadilly Gate
Store Street
Manchester
M1 2WD

T: 0300 123 1231
Textphone: 0161 618 8524
E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
W: www.gov.uk/ofsted

© Crown copyright 2024
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