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Limehouse Project, Cheadle Hall, Copenhagen Place, London E14 7EY

Inspection date: 11 November 2024

Overall effectiveness Good

The quality of education Good

Behaviour and attitudes Good

Personal development Good

Leadership and management Good

Overall effectiveness at previous 
inspection

Good



What is it like to attend this early years setting?

The provision is good

Staff have high expectations of what children can achieve. They quickly identify the 
most disadvantaged children and any gaps in their learning. Staff work diligently 
with other professionals to address these gaps. This ensures that all children, 
especially those with special educational needs and/or disabilities (SEND), receive a 
strong foundation for their education. For example, children are improving their 
language and communication skills. Children who previously had limited physical 
strength can now walk with increasing confidence. Overall, the curriculum helps 
children develop essential skills for their future education.

Staff are kind, approachable and nurturing. They provide plenty of praise to help 
build children's confidence and self-esteem. Staff encourage good manners in 
children, such as the use of 'please' and 'thank you'. This teaches children to 
behave well. Staff establish clear rules and boundaries, which help children feel 
safe and emotionally secure. Children are free to explore their environments and 
play happily. They enjoy attending the nursery. Additionally, staff promote 
children's understanding of healthy lifestyles. They follow consistent hygiene 
practices and encourage physical exercise. Children learn to maintain their health 
and protect themselves from infectious illnesses from a young age.

What does the early years setting do well and what does it 
need to do better?

n The management team consists of highly skilled professionals who hold high 
aspirations for staff and children. They have a strong understanding of child 
development, especially in identifying and supporting children with SEND. This 
approach ensures that children receive timely intervention at an early stage. The 
use of additional funding helps all children to make significant progress from 
their starting points, such as in their physical skills. For instance, the funding has 
contributed to the improvement of the outdoor area. This benefits children who 
may not otherwise have access to such spaces, as well as those who enjoy 
playing outside.

n Staff observe and assess children's learning to guide their curriculum. They plan 
various activities for all children. However, staff do not fully consider how to 
implement some activities effectively. They do not consistently help children to 
achieve the intended goals and maximise their learning. 

n Staff are particularly effective at encouraging children to undertake manageable 
tasks, such as during snack time. Children respond positively to this 
encouragement, as seen when they peel their fruit and pour their drinks. In 
another example, children show perseverance as they take off their coats. 
Children gain strong self-care and independent skills.

n Children are motivated to play. They enjoy singing nursery songs while splashing 
water with their hands, expressing their excitement. Some children explore 
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malleable materials, such as sand, play dough and dry pasta. They tell staff, 'I'm 
making a pumpkin' and describe it as 'spiky'. Outdoors, children work together 
to build a 'house' using soft bricks. These experiences foster children's creative 
and imaginative skills.

n The management team puts significant effort into collaborating with parents, 
which is a key strength of the nursery. It provides parents with valuable advice, 
information and guidance. This includes the significance of oral health, regular 
attendance and sufficient sleep for children. Parents feel well informed about 
their children's learning and understand how they can assist them at home. 

n Staff manage children's behaviour well. They are gentle, and they remind 
children to respect their peers and toys. This helps children to learn to play 
alongside or with their peers.

n Some staff are studying for their qualifications in early years education. They 
complete training, such as improving their knowledge of how to develop 
children's language skills. This training benefits children's progress, including 
those who speak English as an additional language. Staff appreciate the 
management team's support for their professional growth and well-being.

n The management team evaluates the nursery's strengths and where they would 
like to secure improvements. Since the last inspection, there have been 
improvements in the recruitment and induction procedures for staff. The 
management team acknowledges the need for increased support from senior 
leaders to enhance their ability to deliver the best possible provision for children.

Safeguarding

The arrangements for safeguarding are effective.

There is an open and positive culture around safeguarding that puts children's 
interests first.

What does the setting need to do to improve?

To further improve the quality of the early years provision, the provider 
should:

n review the organisation of group activities to ensure that children gain the 
intended knowledge and skills they need to learn next.  
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Setting details
Unique reference number EY539506

Local authority Tower Hamlets

Inspection number 10364216

Type of provision Childcare on non-domestic premises

Registers Early Years Register, Compulsory Childcare 
Register

Day care type Full day care

Age range of children at time of 
inspection

2 to 4

Total number of places 47

Number of children on roll 46

Name of registered person Limehouse Project Ltd

Registered person unique 
reference number RP539505

Telephone number 02075383555

Date of previous inspection 30 January 2019

Information about this early years setting

Little Limehouse registered in 2017 and is located in the London Borough of Tower 
Hamlets. It is open during term-time only, from 9am to 5pm, Monday to Friday. The 
nursery offers the government funded places for childcare. There are seven 
childcare staff members. The manager holds an early years professional status, and 
two staff members have early years qualifications at level 3. 

Information about this inspection

Inspector
Marisol Hernandez-Garn
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Inspection activities

n The manager and the inspector completed a learning walk and two joint 
observations.

n The inspector observed the quality of education provided indoors and outdoors 
and its impact on children. 

n Parents spoke with parents during the inspection. 
n The inspector held discussions with the staff and management team at 

appropriate times during the inspection. 
n The inspector engaged with children at suitable moments throughout the 

inspection.

We carried out this inspection under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 2006 
on the quality and standards of provision that is registered on the Early Years 
Register. The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the 
statutory framework for children's learning, development and care, known as the 
early years foundation stage.

If you are not happy with the inspection or the report, you can complain to Ofsted.
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The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted) 
regulates and inspects to achieve excellence in the care of children and young 
people, and in education and skills for learners of all ages. It regulates and 
inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children and Family 
Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher 
training, further education and skills, adult and community learning, and education 
and training in prisons and other secure establishments. It assesses council 
children's services, and inspects services for looked after children, safeguarding 
and child protection.

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print 
or Braille, please telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.

You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format 
or medium, under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence, 
visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the 
Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email: 
psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk

This publication is available at https://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/.

Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our monthly newsletter for more 
information and updates: http://eepurl.com/iTrDn.

Piccadilly Gate
Store Street
Manchester
M1 2WD

T: 0300 123 1231
Textphone: 0161 618 8524
E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
W: www.gov.uk/ofsted
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