
Inspection of Bowlers Community 
Nursery
81 Crouch Hill, London N8 9EG

Inspection date: 28 October 2024

Overall effectiveness Good

The quality of education Good

Behaviour and attitudes Good

Personal development Good

Leadership and management Good

Overall effectiveness at previous 
inspection

Good



What is it like to attend this early years setting?

The provision is good

Children are happy at the nursery. Staff have established secure and nurturing 
relationships with children. Babies reach out for cuddles with their key person when 
they arrive at nursery in the morning. Older children enjoy spending time with their 
key person. They confidently make requests for them to sit beside them at 
lunchtime and are delighted when their requests are honoured. Staff promote 
positive role models as they teach children to play cooperatively. The impact is that 
children behave well. They are observed to be kind and caring towards one 
another. Staff support children to understand their different emotions. They teach 
children through fun, practical learning experiences that it is okay to be angry or 
sad. Children are encouraged to recognise when their friends may be sad or upset. 
Older children are confident to express how they would talk to a friend who looks 
upset. Overall, these positive relationships contribute to children feeling safe. 

Staff plan an exciting curriculum which is duly focused on children's interests. They 
take account of children's individual needs and the next steps that are needed to 
help them progress. Managers have established secure relationships with parents 
and outside professionals. These help to support children with special educational 
needs and/or disabilities to receive appropriate interventions to support their 
progress. All children are motivated in their learning. They are developing valuable 
listening and concentration skills. They enjoy interactive story time sessions. Staff 
are skilled in developing children's language. They ask open questions and 
encourage children to think and explain why certain events are happening in the 
story. Children engage with enthusiasm. They spend long periods of time in the 
book area listening to stories being read. Older children also enjoy exploring books 
independently with their friends.

What does the early years setting do well and what does it 
need to do better?

n Leaders and managers have a good overview of the curriculum. They support 
their staff team to plan and deliver good quality learning experiences for all 
children. Managers continually review practice. They regularly observe teaching 
in the rooms and carry out supervisions with their team. Staff express they are 
very happy in their work as they feel valued. Staff appreciate opportunities to 
engage in professional training and development. The impact is that children 
receive consistently warm interactions from staff.  

n Staff continually assess children's progress so that any gaps in their learning are 
planned for. Small-group sessions successfully focus on targeted support for 
children who require additional support. For example, children gain confidence in 
speaking with friends. They can share favourite songs and with encouragement 
choose a friend to dance with. Staff's positive reassurances and praise help 
children to feel secure and to have a go.
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n Staff plan stimulating and accessible learning environments. This supports 
children to become active learners. Older children move confidently between the 
indoor and outdoor environments. They have been taught how to use equipment 
safely. For example, they remind each other of the rules to use the slide one at a 
time. They are excited to share with staff how they can balance on beams and 
use wheeled resources with growing skill. 

n Staff working with babies have developed secure emotional attachments with 
them. This can be seen in babies' warm interactions with staff. Babies are 
excited to engage in adult-planned sensory play experiences. They are confident 
to feel, smell and taste the fruit yoghurts that have been placed in small trays. 
Staff are close by to encourage babies' language development as they provide a 
narrative to the learning experience. For example, babies learn that the yogurt is 
cold, wet and sticky.

n Staff create a relaxed lunchtime routine. They encourage children to engage in 
conversations. Children are confident to express how food helps to give them 
energy. They are skilled in pouring their own water. They listen with interest to 
staff teaching them about how the water levels change when the jug is tipped to 
pour. Children learn how the jug can be full, empty or half full. Most older 
children enjoy the independence of serving their own food. They develop good 
physical skills as they use tongs to help themselves to corn on the cob. However, 
staff have not considered how all children can be fully included at this time.  

n Parents express they are extremely happy with the nursery. They share that staff 
are warm yet professional. They value the exciting learning opportunities their 
children receive. Many parents comment on the good progress their children 
have made. They share that transitions from baby room to the main room are 
managed well to support children to settle quickly. Parents' comments include, 
'This is an extension of home, and we feel staff are part of our family. Staff are 
kind, caring and attentive towards children. They always take time to speak with 
us.' 

Safeguarding

The arrangements for safeguarding are effective.

There is an open and positive culture around safeguarding that puts children's 
interests first.

What does the setting need to do to improve?

To further improve the quality of the early years provision, the provider 
should:

n enhance learning opportunities to consistently promote all children's 
independence in managing their personal care needs.
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Setting details
Unique reference number 131671

Local authority Islington

Inspection number 10355437

Type of provision Childcare on non-domestic premises

Registers Early Years Register, Compulsory Childcare 
Register, Voluntary Childcare Register

Day care type Full day care

Age range of children at time of 
inspection

1 to 4

Total number of places 36

Number of children on roll 47

Name of registered person Bowlers Community Nursery

Registered person unique 
reference number RP519175

Telephone number 020 7281 2832

Date of previous inspection 29 November 2018

Information about this early years setting

Bowlers Community Nursery registered in 1994 and is run by a management 
committee of parents. It is located close to Parkland Walk, near Crouch Hill, in the 
London Borough of Islington. The nursery is open from Monday to Friday, from 
8.30am to 5.30pm, for 49 weeks of the year. There are 11 members of childcare 
staff, including an early years teacher. The majority of staff hold early years 
qualifications from level 2 to level 4. The nursery provides funded early education 
for two-, three- and four-year-old children.

Information about this inspection

Inspector
Siobhan O'Callaghan
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Inspection activities

n The manager and deputy manager joined the inspector on a learning walk and 
talked to the inspector about their curriculum and what they want children to 
learn.

n The manager and the inspector carried out joint observations. These were of the 
lunchtime routine in pre-school and of a planned small-group session.

n The inspector observed the quality of education being provided, indoors and 
outdoors, and assessed the impact that this has on children's learning. 

n The inspector spoke with the staff and the children at appropriate times 
throughout the inspection and took account of their views. 

n Parents shared their experiences with the inspector during the inspection and 
the inspector took account of their views.

n The inspector held a meeting with the managers of the setting to discuss how 
they evaluate the provision, including their safeguarding duties.

n The managers provided the inspector with a sample of key documentation on 
request, including records of staff suitability.

We carried out this inspection under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 2006 
on the quality and standards of provision that is registered on the Early Years 
Register. The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the 
statutory framework for children's learning, development and care, known as the 
early years foundation stage.

If you are not happy with the inspection or the report, you can complain to Ofsted.
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The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted) 
regulates and inspects to achieve excellence in the care of children and young 
people, and in education and skills for learners of all ages. It regulates and 
inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children and Family 
Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher 
training, further education and skills, adult and community learning, and education 
and training in prisons and other secure establishments. It assesses council 
children's services, and inspects services for looked after children, safeguarding 
and child protection.

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print 
or Braille, please telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.

You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format 
or medium, under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence, 
visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the 
Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email: 
psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk

This publication is available at https://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/.

Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our monthly newsletter for more 
information and updates: http://eepurl.com/iTrDn.

Piccadilly Gate
Store Street
Manchester
M1 2WD

T: 0300 123 1231
Textphone: 0161 618 8524
E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
W: www.gov.uk/ofsted
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