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Nursery School
Church of Ascension Hall, Beaufort Road, LONDON W5 3EB

Inspection date: 2 October 2024

Overall effectiveness Good

The quality of education Good

Behaviour and attitudes Good

Personal development Good

Leadership and management Good

Overall effectiveness at previous 
inspection

Good



What is it like to attend this early years setting?

The provision is good

Children and parents are warmly welcomed by staff on arrival. Children leave their 
parents with ease and find their peg. They hang up their personal belongings and 
take off their jackets before starting their busy day, knowing the routine well. Staff 
support children who have recently joined the nursery by providing lots of 
reassurance and helping them to form close bonds. As a result, children feel safe 
and secure. Children demonstrate positive attitudes to their learning. They are 
calm, relaxed and show high levels of curiosity and concentration in this nurturing 
environment. 

Staff have high expectations of children's behaviour. Children follow the classroom 
rules and show respect for each other. Staff use praise and encouragement to 
promote children's behaviour. Children listen and respond to instructions. Staff put 
children at the heart of everything they do. They carefully tune in to children's 
voices to plan a wide range of activities based on their interests and needs. Staff 
make sure that enough resources are available and organised for children to make 
choices, indoors and outdoors. For example, children have continuous opportunities 
to practise pouring with different resources to make it more challenging. The 
curriculum is ambitious, sequenced and builds on children's past experiences. All 
children make good progress in their learning.

What does the early years setting do well and what does it 
need to do better?

n Staff ensure that children have a range of activities to support them to be 
physically active. They teach children the importance of a healthy diet as part of 
a healthy lifestyle. Children enjoy negotiating space when riding on cars and 
they use large construction blocks to make towers. They enjoy a range of fruits 
at snack time and engage in conversations about healthy choices. 

n Parents have high praise for the staff and the positive impact they have on 
children's learning and development. They feel supported, listened to and closely 
involved in their child's journey. They are regularly kept up to date and offered 
ideas to continue extending their child's learning at home.

n The experienced provider makes excellent use of external agencies to further 
support children who speak English as an additional language and children with 
special educational needs and/or disabilities. The provider works alongside staff 
to develop targeted plans for all children. 

n Staff report that they engage in regular supervision meetings with leaders. 
These meetings are informative and help support their professional 
development. Staff comment that they are happy at the nursery and feel well 
supported in their well-being.

n Children who stay for lunch have opportunities to learn about oral hygiene. For 
instance, they use toothbrushes and toothpaste after lunch to build on and 
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extend their abilities in brushing their own teeth.
n The Montessori setting embraces diversity and individuality by teaching children 

about a range of religious festivals, including Diwali, Christmas and Ramadan. 
Parents are invited to organise cultural mornings, featuring stations with 
traditional food and resources. Children participate by wearing cultural attire, 
enhancing their understanding and appreciation of different cultures.

n Children's communication and language are supported well. Children make good 
progress and are confident communicators. Staff use high-quality language 
when engaging with children. They repeat and model new vocabulary and 
encourage children to speak as much as possible. This helps children to share 
conversations with their peers and ask adults questions confidently. 

n Staff provide resources to help children engage in mark making and develop 
their fine motor skills. This supports children with their pre-literacy skills. 
However, staff do not yet fully support children's early mathematical 
development. Mathematical language or concepts are not yet consistently woven 
into children's play and experiences to build on what they already know.

n Children gain some independence and self-care skills. They find their own place 
mats at lunchtime and are familiar with routines, such as tidying away after play. 
However, occasionally, in their eagerness to help, staff complete tasks for 
children rather than encouraging them to have a go first. For example, staff pour 
drinks for older children. This means that children are not always able to build 
on their existing independence and extend their self-help skills further.

Safeguarding

The arrangements for safeguarding are effective.

There is an open and positive culture around safeguarding that puts children's 
interests first.

What does the setting need to do to improve?

To further improve the quality of the early years provision, the provider 
should:

n incorporate more mathematical vocabulary and concepts into everyday routines 
and activities to help widen children's understanding further

n support staff to understand the importance of children using their self-help skills 
consistently at every opportunity to develop their independence. 
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Setting details
Unique reference number EY482669

Local authority Ealing

Inspection number 10363830

Type of provision Childcare on non-domestic premises

Registers Early Years Register

Day care type Full day care

Age range of children at time of 
inspection

2 to 4

Total number of places 50

Number of children on roll 25

Name of registered person Maria Montessori Nursery Limited

Registered person unique 
reference number RP535161

Telephone number 07717050761

Date of previous inspection 10 January 2019

Information about this early years setting

Maria Montessori Nursery School registered in 2014. It is open each weekday from 
9am to 3pm and operates during school term time only. The provider receives 
funding to provide free early education for children aged two, three and four years. 
There are seven staff, six of whom hold relevant qualifications, ranging from level 3 
to level 6. The nursery follows the Montessori educational philosophy. 

Information about this inspection

Inspector
Rizwana Nagoor

Inspection activities

n The inspector viewed the provision and discussed the safety and suitability of 
the premises. 

n The inspector carried out two joint observations with the manager.
n Parents shared their views about the pre-school with the inspector. 
n The inspector spoke with staff and interacted with the children. 
n The manager and the inspector completed a learning walk together and 

discussed the early years curriculum. 
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We carried out this inspection under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 2006 
on the quality and standards of provision that is registered on the Early Years 
Register. The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the 
statutory framework for children's learning, development and care, known as the 
early years foundation stage.

If you are not happy with the inspection or the report, you can complain to Ofsted.
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The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted) 
regulates and inspects to achieve excellence in the care of children and young 
people, and in education and skills for learners of all ages. It regulates and 
inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children and Family 
Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher 
training, further education and skills, adult and community learning, and education 
and training in prisons and other secure establishments. It assesses council 
children's services, and inspects services for looked after children, safeguarding 
and child protection.

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print 
or Braille, please telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.

You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format 
or medium, under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence, 
visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the 
Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email: 
psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk

This publication is available at https://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/.

Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our monthly newsletter for more 
information and updates: http://eepurl.com/iTrDn.

Piccadilly Gate
Store Street
Manchester
M1 2WD

T: 0300 123 1231
Textphone: 0161 618 8524
E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
W: www.gov.uk/ofsted

© Crown copyright 2024

Inspection report: Maria Montessori Nursery School
2 October 2024 6

http://www.gov.uk/ofsted
mailto:enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
http://eepurl.com/iTrDn
https://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/
mailto:psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk
http://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/
mailto:enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk

