
Inspection of Vale Kids Playgroup
Vale House Community Centre, Vale Park, Wallasey CH45 1LZ

Inspection date: 11 September 2024

Overall effectiveness Good

The quality of education Good

Behaviour and attitudes Good

Personal development Good

Leadership and management Good

Overall effectiveness at previous 
inspection

Good



What is it like to attend this early years setting?

The provision is good

Children arrive at the setting eager and ready to start their day. Familiar staff know 
the children and parents well and greet them warmly. Older children find their 
friends in the 'pirate room' and investigate the activities set out for them. Younger 
children settle quickly with caring staff in a bright, spacious room. Learning is 
planned to build on what children already know and can do. 

Staff promote children's communication effectively. They encourage children to join 
in conversations to help to extend their understanding and use of language. Staff 
introduce new words and give clear instructions. This helps to engage children in 
their learning and supports them to become effective communicators in readiness 
for their future learning. 

All children, including those with special educational needs and/or disabilities 
(SEND), make good progress from their starting points. Staff make effective use of 
children's interests to motivate them in their learning. For example, children enjoy 
exploring the fairy garden in a nearby woodland. This interest helps to enhance 
children's curiosity about nature and they discover facts about the world around 
them. Children are happy, well behaved and feel safe here. The nurturing staff 
foster close and positive relationships with the children and their families.

What does the early years setting do well and what does it 
need to do better?

n Staff encourage a love of stories and rhymes. Children develop their interest in 
familiar books and thoroughly enjoy opportunities to sing and learn rhymes. 
Young children join in circle time and eagerly practise rhymes with actions. For 
example, they listen attentively and join in singing, 'If you are happy and you 
know it clap your hands', while performing actions. Opportunities such as these 
help to develop children's understanding of vocabulary.

n The setting has a strong focus on securing smooth transitions for children. Staff 
share information with teachers in school about children's learning. They also 
retain links with parents and children, who have since left and gone to school. 
For example, parents keep in touch with staff about how their child has settled 
in school and send pictures of their children in their school uniform in the first 
few weeks of term. Effective transition arrangements mean that children quickly 
settle with ease into their new routines.

n The setting ensures that the professional development of staff is considered. 
Leaders are very proactive in helping staff to reflect on their roles and 
responsibilities. Staff have clear targets in order to build upon their knowledge 
and skills. Regular supervisions are conducted to help staff in their roles. This 
strategic approach helps staff to reflect on their own practice and adjust their 
teaching to benefit the children they care for.
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n Children develop their knowledge of mathematics throughout the day. For 
example, while counting blocks in a building area, children gleefully say, 'Just 
one more to make my tower of 10.' Having access to musical instruments 
throughout the day also gives children the choice to tap in rhythm or count 
drumbeats. This encourages individual children to follow their interest in music, 
as well as promoting use of mathematical concepts and language in play.

n Children are beginning to learn about their own culture through books and trips 
to the local area. They visit the local park to look at the community art 
installations, Remembrance Day memorials and Nativity scenes. However, staff 
are less skilled at helping children to develop their understanding of cultures 
other than their own to deepen their understanding of difference. Children are 
not fully supported to develop their awareness of similarities and differences 
between themselves and others.

n The setting monitors children's progress well. Staff quickly identify children who 
may require additional support. Outside professional support is quickly sourced, 
when required, in order to ensure that children receive the support they need. 
Children with SEND have specific plans in place to help to ensure their needs are 
met. As a result all children's needs are met and they make good progress from 
their individual starting points.

n Parents are very happy with the care and education the staff provide. They say 
communication is good and they have regular meetings with their child's key 
person. Parents value the support staff give them to help them to contribute to 
their child's learning at home. They enjoy reading the newsletters and join in a 
variety of events, including the offer of a free family meal at the adjacent cafe in 
summer. This effective partnership working helps to ensure positive relationships 
with families and a consistent approach to children's learning and development. 

Safeguarding

The arrangements for safeguarding are effective.

There is an open and positive culture around safeguarding that puts children's 
interests first. 

What does the setting need to do to improve?

To further improve the quality of the early years provision, the provider 
should:

n deepen staff's understanding of how to effectively support children's 
understanding of diversity.
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Setting details
Unique reference number EY485501

Local authority Wirral

Inspection number 10354864

Type of provision Childcare on non-domestic premises

Registers Early Years Register, Compulsory Childcare 
Register, Voluntary Childcare Register

Day care type Sessional day care

Age range of children at time of 
inspection

2 to 4

Total number of places 22

Number of children on roll 22

Name of registered person Vale House Community Centre Limited

Registered person unique 
reference number RP534283

Telephone number 0151 639 1386

Date of previous inspection 8 November 2018

Information about this early years setting

Vale Kids Playgroup registered in 2015. The setting employs five members of 
childcare staff, all of whom hold appropriate early years qualifications at level 3 and 
above. One member of staff holds qualified teacher status. The setting is open 
each weekday from 9.15am until 3.15pm, during term time only.   

Information about this inspection

Inspector
Sandra Hamilton
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Inspection activities

n The manager and inspector had a learning walk together of all the areas of the 
setting and discussed the implementation of the curriculum.

n The inspector observed the quality of education during activities, indoors and 
outdoors and assessed the impact that has on children's learning.

n The inspector spoke with children throughout the inspection.
n The inspector spoke with staff at appropriate times throughout the inspection.
n The inspector carried out a joint observation with the manager.
n The inspector had a meeting with the manager. She reviewed relevant 

documentation including risk assessments and evidence of the suitability of staff 
working in the setting.

n Parents shared their views about the setting with the inspector.

We carried out this inspection under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 2006 
on the quality and standards of provision that is registered on the Early Years 
Register. The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the 
statutory framework for children's learning, development and care, known as the 
early years foundation stage.

If you are not happy with the inspection or the report, you can complain to Ofsted.
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The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted) 
regulates and inspects to achieve excellence in the care of children and young 
people, and in education and skills for learners of all ages. It regulates and 
inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children and Family 
Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher 
training, further education and skills, adult and community learning, and education 
and training in prisons and other secure establishments. It assesses council 
children's services, and inspects services for looked after children, safeguarding 
and child protection.

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print 
or Braille, please telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.

You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format 
or medium, under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence, 
visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the 
Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email: 
psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk

This publication is available at https://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/.

Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our monthly newsletter for more 
information and updates: http://eepurl.com/iTrDn.

Piccadilly Gate
Store Street
Manchester
M1 2WD

T: 0300 123 1231
Textphone: 0161 618 8524
E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
W: www.gov.uk/ofsted
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