
Inspection of Sky out of  school club 
@ Irby
Irby Primary School, Coombe Road, Wirral CH61 4UR

Inspection date: 25 September 2024

The quality and 
standards of early 
years provision

This 
inspection

Met

Previous   
inspection

Not applicable



What is it like to attend this early years setting?

This provision meets requirements

Children enjoy coming to this caring and well-organised club. Children have 
excellent relationships with all the staff. As children arrive in the hall, they receive a 
warm welcome and smile from the staff who are eager to find out how their day 
has been in school. Staff know the children very well and use the children's 
interests to expertly plan the many activities on offer. Children confidently and 
freely select activities that interest them, quickly becoming immersed in their 
chosen play. The club is fully supported by and shares the same ethos as the 
school. This shared ethos contributes to the calm and very happy atmosphere at 
the club. Children behave exceptionally well. They are kind, polite and extremely 
well mannered. Children follow instructions and understand the routines and rules 
that keep them safe.

Children are given every opportunity to develop their independence and self-help 
skills effectively. Children hang up their coats and bags. They wash their hands 
before eating and after using the toilet. They enjoy the many craft and art activities 
on offer. For example, children engage excitedly in age-appropriate activities such 
as learning to bake scones and measuring and mixing the ingredients.  Older 
children weigh out the ingredients helped by the younger children who develop 
their physical skills as they stir in the mixture.

What does the early years setting do well and what does it 
need to do better?

n The provider is dedicated to creating an inclusive environment that caters to the 
needs of every child. Staff offer a diverse range of activities designed to foster 
independence and equip children with essential life skills for the future. They 
listen carefully to children so that they can make choices about their activities.

n Staff know the children well and are attentive to the children's interests, 
incorporating their suggestions into activities whenever possible. A poster is 
used to gather ideas for activities from the children, ensuring their voices are 
heard. Children enjoy a range of activities carefully planned for them, including 
playing pool, drawing, painting pumpkin faces, baking and hearing stories being 
read to them by the staff. Children take pride in building their own creations 
using bricks. Children gain confidence and engage fully in the activities as they 
are praised at every opportunity and their efforts celebrated.

n The setting provides an enriching environment for children. Staff offer theme 
days throughout the year, such as Chinese New Year, Diwali and Christmas. This 
helps to widen children's cultural awareness.

n Robust procedures are in place to ensure that all children's dietary needs are 
met and that children who have allergies are kept safe. Staff organise a healthy 
snack time and give children an opportunity to develop their independence. 
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Children prepare their own snacks, wash their plates and cups and skilfully pour 
their drinks.

n Children with special educational needs and/or disabilities are supported well. 
Staff identify when children need additional help and provide them with 
encouragement and reassurance. Children's social and emotional development 
are supported well. Children learn to become more resilient and to persevere 
with challenging activities. Parents of children with specific medical needs cannot 
speak highly enough of the setting's dedication to ensuring their child's 
medications are administered consistently and with care.

n There are exceptionally strong partnerships in place with other professionals. 
There are excellent links with the host school. This supports staff to maintain the 
same high expectations for both behaviour and attitudes. This helps to provide a 
consistent approach for children.

n Parent partnerships are strong. Parents are kept well informed about their child's 
time in the club. Parents are very complimentary about the care provided by the 
staff and 'that they can't be faulted'. Parents say how their child enjoys coming 
to the club and that they appreciate the 'excellent' communication provided by 
the staff.

n The provider ensures that all staff benefit from regular training and supervision. 
Staff are aware of how to recognise and respond to any safeguarding concerns. 
Staff work hard to keep children safe and make sure that they constantly assess 
the risks in all areas used by the children.

Safeguarding

The arrangements for safeguarding are effective.

There is an open and positive culture around safeguarding that puts children's 
interests first.
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Setting details
Unique reference number 2680395

Local authority Wirral

Inspection number 10350674

Type of provision Childcare on non-domestic premises

Registers Early Years Register, Compulsory Childcare 
Register, Voluntary Childcare Register

Day care type Out-of-school day care

Age range of children at time of 
inspection

3 to 10

Total number of places 30

Number of children on roll 100

Name of registered person Piglet and Friends Partnership

Registered person unique 
reference number RP908959

Telephone number 07595822683

Date of previous inspection Not applicable

Information about this early years setting

Sky Out of School Club @ Irby operates on site at Irby Primary School. The club is 
open during term time from Monday to Friday at the following times: 7.30am to 
8.55am and 3.15pm to 5.50pm. The club employs six members of staff, four of 
which hold a level 3 qualification, one a level 6 qualification and one a level 2 
qualification. A holiday club also operates for two weeks in the summer holidays 
from 8am to 4.00pm.

Information about this inspection

Inspector
Michael Forber
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Inspection activities

n The inspector had a tour around the out-of-school club.
n The inspector spoke to the nominated individual about the leadership and 

management of the out-of-school club.
n The inspector observed children in the early years age range involved in play 

and at snack time.
n The inspector took into account the views of parents spoken to on the day of the 

inspection.
n The inspector observed the interactions between staff and children.
n The inspector spoke to staff during the inspection.
n Relevant documentation was reviewed by the inspector, including suitability 

checks and paediatric first-aid qualifications, and the provider discussed their 
procedures for safeguarding the children.

We carried out this inspection under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 2006 
on the quality and standards of provision that is registered on the Early Years 
Register. The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the 
statutory framework for children's learning, development and care, known as the 
early years foundation stage.

If you are not happy with the inspection or the report, you can complain to Ofsted.

Inspection report: Sky out of  school club @ Irby
25 September 2024 5

http://www.gov.uk/complain-ofsted-report


The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted) 
regulates and inspects to achieve excellence in the care of children and young 
people, and in education and skills for learners of all ages. It regulates and 
inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children and Family 
Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher 
training, further education and skills, adult and community learning, and education 
and training in prisons and other secure establishments. It assesses council 
children's services, and inspects services for looked after children, safeguarding 
and child protection.

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print 
or Braille, please telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.

You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format 
or medium, under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence, 
visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the 
Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email: 
psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk

This publication is available at https://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/.

Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our monthly newsletter for more 
information and updates: http://eepurl.com/iTrDn.

Piccadilly Gate
Store Street
Manchester
M1 2WD

T: 0300 123 1231
Textphone: 0161 618 8524
E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
W: www.gov.uk/ofsted

© Crown copyright 2024
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