
Inspection of Baddesley & Grendon 
Pre-School
Woodside Primary School, Maypole Lane, Atherstone CV9 2BS

Inspection date: 11 September 2024

Overall effectiveness Inadequate

The quality of education Inadequate

Behaviour and attitudes Inadequate

Personal development Inadequate

Leadership and management Inadequate

Overall effectiveness at previous 
inspection

Good



What is it like to attend this early years setting?

The provision is inadequate

Leaders do not have effective recruitment procedures in place to ensure that staff 
working at the pre-school are suitable. Risk assessment is poor. Environments are 
cluttered and staff do not remove potential hazards to children. This compromises 
the safety and welfare of children. Staff inductions are not thorough enough to 
ensure that staff are fully informed of the pre-school's policies and procedures and 
their duty to safeguard children. Leaders do not effectively share information about 
children with other staff when they start. This means that staff are unaware of 
children's specific learning needs to help them plan for children's learning from the 
start. 

That said, staff respond well to children's emotional needs. Children seek out staff 
for reassurance and a cuddle as they settle into the pre-school. Children enjoy their 
time in the garden as they ride scooters or balance on the stepping stones. They 
play chasing games together and build friendships. However, during some 
activities, children can become overly excited. For example, as they explore water 
in a tray, they begin to throw it. Staff are not consistent with how they manage 
this, and sometimes ignore negative behaviour. This does not help children to 
understand behavioural expectations. 

What does the early years setting do well and what does it 
need to do better?

n Leaders have not informed Ofsted of changes to the manager of the pre-school. 
They do not demonstrate a sound understanding of what needs to be notified to 
Ofsted. 

n Leaders do not implement robust recruitment procedures. They do not carry out 
the necessary suitability checks to ensure that staff are deemed suitable. 
Leaders do not maintain accurate Disclosure Barring Service records, and have 
not followed their safer recruitment policy with vetting checks. This means that 
leaders cannot be assured of staff's suitability to care for children. 

n The induction process for new staff is not effective. Not all staff are confident in 
their understanding of the policies and procedures in place, with particular 
regard to the safeguarding policy. Although staff are aware of the possible signs 
that a child may be at risk of abuse, some staff do not know the procedures to 
follow to report any concerns. This compromises the welfare of children.

n Risk assessments are ineffective. There are risks in the environment that, at 
times, go unnoticed by leaders and staff. For instance, fire exits are blocked and 
fire doors are difficult to open. There is broken equipment that children can 
access. At times, children wander around with toys in their mouths. Staff are not 
vigilant enough and do not ensure that they are removed for children's safety. 
This compromises children's safety and well-being. 

n Leaders gather information about children when they start at the pre-school. 
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However, this information is not always effectively passed on to staff to ensure 
that they are aware of possible developmental delays. This means that staff are 
not fully aware of what support they might need to put into place to help 
children make the best possible start in their learning and developmental 
journey. 

n Staff do not receive appropriate supervision to help them in their roles. Leaders 
acknowledge that this is an area for improvement and have identified areas for 
development with staff practice. At times, staff stand around and supervise 
children's play but do not engage in children's learning to help them to develop 
their knowledge further. Despite leaders acknowledging this, they have not taken 
sufficient action. Children do not benefit from high-quality teaching, which limits 
their progress in learning. 

n During group activities, staff encourage children to sit and listen to stories 
together. However, when some children display disruptive behaviour, staff do not 
manage this effectively. As a result, children continue to be disruptive. This 
impacts on other children's learning, and those who are initially focused become 
distracted and disengage from the story.

n Parents comment that staff are kind and caring. Staff share updates on what 
their child has been enjoying during their time in the pre-school. 

n Children enjoy exploring the magnetic shapes. They create houses for their toy 
animals and talk about which of theirs is the biggest. This introduces some 
mathematical concepts into their learning.

Safeguarding

The arrangements for safeguarding are not effective.

There is not an open and positive culture of safeguarding that puts children's 
interests first.

What does the setting need to do to improve?

To meet the requirements of the early years foundation stage, the 
provider must:

Due date
improve leaders' understanding of what 
changes must be notified to Ofsted

27/09/2024

ensure that relevant checks are 
completed and records of these 
maintained to confirm that staff's 
suitability to work with children has been 
considered 

27/09/2024
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implement effective induction 
arrangements for staff to ensure that 
they understand the pre-school's policies 
and procedures, with particular regard to 
reporting procedures for any 
safeguarding concerns

27/09/2024

improve leaders' and staff's 
understanding of how to risk assess the 
environment and potential risks to 
children, to ensure that these are 
minimised

27/09/2024

ensure that there is effective 
communication between leaders and 
staff when children start at the pre-
school, so they can fully plan for and 
support children's individual needs

27/09/2024

improve the arrangements for staff 
supervision to identify any training needs 
to help coach and mentor staff and raise 
the quality of teaching

27/09/2024

implement effective strategies for 
managing children's behaviours so they 
know and understand what is expected 
of them.

27/09/2024
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Setting details
Unique reference number EY474732

Local authority Warwickshire

Inspection number 10360205

Type of provision Childcare on non-domestic premises

Registers Early Years Register

Day care type Sessional day care

Age range of children at time of 
inspection

2 to 4

Total number of places 28

Number of children on roll 36

Name of registered person Baddesley & Grendon Pre-School Ltd

Registered person unique 
reference number RP533446

Telephone number 01827715005

Date of previous inspection 6 May 2022

Information about this early years setting

Baddesley & Grendon Pre-School registered in 2014 and is located in Atherstone. 
The pre-school employs four members of childcare staff. Of these, three staff hold 
early years qualifications at level 3 and one at level 2. The pre-school opens from 
Monday to Friday, during term time only. Sessions are from 8.45am until 3.30pm. 
The pre-school provides funded early education for two-, three- and four-year-old 
children. 

Information about this inspection

Inspector
Katherine Wilson
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Inspection activities

n We carried out this inspection as a result of a risk assessment, following 
information we received about the provider.

n The inspector viewed the provision and discussed the safety and suitability of 
the premises.

n The manager joined the inspector on a learning walk and talked to the inspector 
about their curriculum and what they want the children to learn. 

n Staff spoke to the inspector during the inspection.
n The inspector observed the quality of education being provided, indoors and 

outdoors, and assessed the impact that this was having on children's learning.
n The inspector observed the interactions between staff and children.
n The inspector carried out a joint observation with the manager.
n Parents shared their views of the setting with the inspector. 
n The inspector looked at relevant documentation and reviewed evidence of the 

suitability of staff working in the nursery.

We carried out this inspection under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 2006 
on the quality and standards of provision that is registered on the Early Years 
Register. The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the 
statutory framework for children's learning, development and care, known as the 
early years foundation stage.

If you are not happy with the inspection or the report, you can complain to Ofsted.
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The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted) 
regulates and inspects to achieve excellence in the care of children and young 
people, and in education and skills for learners of all ages. It regulates and 
inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children and Family 
Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher 
training, further education and skills, adult and community learning, and education 
and training in prisons and other secure establishments. It assesses council 
children's services, and inspects services for looked after children, safeguarding 
and child protection.

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print 
or Braille, please telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.

You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format 
or medium, under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence, 
visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the 
Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email: 
psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk

This publication is available at https://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/.

Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our monthly newsletter for more 
information and updates: http://eepurl.com/iTrDn.

Piccadilly Gate
Store Street
Manchester
M1 2WD

T: 0300 123 1231
Textphone: 0161 618 8524
E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
W: www.gov.uk/ofsted

© Crown copyright 2024
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