
Inspection of Patcham Village 
Preschool
Patcham Village Pre School, 21 Old London Road, Brighton BN1 8XR

Inspection date: 16 September 2024

Overall effectiveness Good

The quality of education Good

Behaviour and attitudes Good

Personal development Good

Leadership and management Good

Overall effectiveness at previous 
inspection

Not applicable



What is it like to attend this early years setting?

The provision is good

Children of all ages enthusiastically take part in a broad and varied range of 
activities. These are successfully planned to reflect their interests and promote their 
learning. All children, including those with special educational needs and/or 
disabilities (SEND), progress well. 

The provider and staff team very successfully promote children's emotional well-
being. Children who struggle to settle are treated with kindness and sensitivity. 
There is a strong focus on sharing and respect, and children take pride in the 
praise they receive for their many acts of kindness. This supports them to develop 
wonderful social skills that prepare them well for interacting with others as they 
move through their education and adult lives.

Children learn through exploration and discovery, indoors and out. They have great 
fun as they play in the garden. Staff thoughtfully select resources that help children 
to develop their physical control and coordination. Children practise balancing as 
they steer two-wheeled vehicles and negotiate a walkway created from planks. 
Staff recognise the value of building on children's interest in outdoor play to 
promote other areas for learning, such a literacy. For example, children sit together 
to look at books and, with the support of staff, they use chalks to make marks. 

What does the early years setting do well and what does it 
need to do better?

n The provider has clear and ambitious aims for the setting. These are evident in 
the effective organisation and commitment to ongoing improvement. Staff 
benefit from regular support and work well as a team. This creates an efficient 
and friendly environment where the primary focus is on respecting children as 
individuals and promoting their well-being. 

n There is an interesting and challenging curriculum that is carefully sequenced to 
continually build on children's knowledge and skills. Staff communicate 
effectively to ensure that they all understand how best to interact with each 
child to help them reach their full potential. The provider and staff also work 
with other relevant professionals to support children with SEND. This helps to 
ensure that all children benefit from activities and experiences that are carefully 
tailored to reflect their unique care and learning needs. 

n Overall, staff promote children's language well. They identify key vocabulary to 
introduce and effectively provide context to help children understand what words 
mean. With support, children develop the confidence to share their views and 
use their evolving language in their games. Staff speak to children as they play 
and ask a lot of relevant questions. They wait patiently for children's responses. 
However, there is some inconsistency in the support for children to develop their 
skills in holding back-and-forth conversations. 
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n Staff provide extremely good opportunities for children to engage in imaginative 
role play activities. They recognise the value of creating environments where 
children can play cooperatively with others while acting out their own ideas. 
Although the curriculum is strong overall, the opportunities for children to 
independently create expressive artwork are not quite as plentiful as those for 
other areas of learning. However, when art activities are planned, staff provide 
good encouragement for children to learn new skills, such as cutting, gluing and 
sticking. 

n Staff promote children's good health through planned activities and consistent 
routines. They teach children personal care routines, such as washing their 
hands before eating. Children quickly learn to do this independently. Staff 
provide a range of healthy options, and children vote for the items they want to 
eat at snack time. This helps them to make healthy choices in relation to food. 
Staff also teach children about the importance of good oral hygiene. 

n There are good arrangements to work in partnership with parents. Staff provide 
a friendly greeting when parents arrive to drop off their children. They use these 
times well to gather useful information to help them anticipate if a child is likely 
to need any extra support to settle. Parents also receive regular information 
about the progress their children are making through an interactive online 
system. Parents are very positive in their feedback about the provider and staff 
team. 

Safeguarding

The arrangements for safeguarding are effective.

There is an open and positive culture around safeguarding that puts children's 
interests first.

What does the setting need to do to improve?

To further improve the quality of the early years provision, the provider 
should:

n enhance the curriculum for expressive art and design to offer children the same 
high-quality experiences provided for all other areas of learning

n support staff to more effectively promote children's conversational skills as part 
of their ongoing language development.  
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Setting details
Unique reference number 2684050

Local authority Brighton and Hove

Inspection number 10350769

Type of provision Childcare on non-domestic premises

Registers Early Years Register

Day care type Sessional day care

Age range of children at time of 
inspection

2 to 5

Total number of places 28

Number of children on roll 24

Name of registered person Wragg, Laura

Registered person unique 
reference number 2684048

Telephone number 01273554060

Date of previous inspection Not applicable

Information about this early years setting

Patcham Village Preschool registered under the current ownership in 2022. It 
operates from premises in Brighton, East Sussex. The setting is open from 9am to 
3pm, each weekday during term time. There are five staff, four of whom hold 
relevant qualifications from levels 2 to 6. The setting receives government funding 
for children aged two, three and four years. 

Information about this inspection

Inspector
Liz Caluori

Inspection activities

n The provider and inspector carried out a learning walk and discussed the early 
years curriculum. 

n The inspector viewed the interaction of staff and children during a range of 
activities, indoors and outside.

n The inspector viewed a selection of relevant documentation. 
n The views of parents, expressed verbally and in writing, were considered. 
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We carried out this inspection under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 2006 
on the quality and standards of provision that is registered on the Early Years 
Register. The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the 
statutory framework for children's learning, development and care, known as the 
early years foundation stage.

If you are not happy with the inspection or the report, you can complain to Ofsted.
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The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted) 
regulates and inspects to achieve excellence in the care of children and young 
people, and in education and skills for learners of all ages. It regulates and 
inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children and Family 
Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher 
training, further education and skills, adult and community learning, and education 
and training in prisons and other secure establishments. It assesses council 
children's services, and inspects services for looked after children, safeguarding 
and child protection.

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print 
or Braille, please telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.

You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format 
or medium, under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence, 
visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the 
Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email: 
psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk

This publication is available at https://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/.

Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our monthly newsletter for more 
information and updates: http://eepurl.com/iTrDn.

Piccadilly Gate
Store Street
Manchester
M1 2WD

T: 0300 123 1231
Textphone: 0161 618 8524
E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
W: www.gov.uk/ofsted

© Crown copyright 2024
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