
Inspection of The Old School Nursery
The Old School House, Main Street, Honington, Grantham NG32 2PG

Inspection date: 22 August 2024

Overall effectiveness Good

The quality of education Good

Behaviour and attitudes Good

Personal development Good

Leadership and management Good

Overall effectiveness at previous 
inspection

Not applicable



What is it like to attend this early years setting?

The provision is good

Children show positive relationships with staff. When toddlers wake from sleeping, 
they go straight to staff to sit on their knee for cuddles. This shows that children 
feel safe and secure in staff's care. Children have opportunities to develop a sense 
of responsibility. For example, pre-school children are asked to help to carry chairs 
to a table at snack time, showing how they can do this safely. Children in the 
toddler and pre-school room are given clear instructions from staff about the 
routine of the day. For instance, when children come indoors from outdoors, staff 
ask them to take off their shoes, sit in the cosy area and to wait until it is their turn 
to wash their hands. Children listen and follow these instructions. 

Children learn how to use toys in their play. For example, in the baby room, staff 
show children how to roll a toy truck, making the sounds a truck makes. Children 
watch and copy staff, saying 'brum' to extend their speaking skills as they push the 
truck along. The provider arranges for school teachers to visit pre-school children in 
in the nursery before they move on to school. This helps them to become familiar 
with the person who will be caring for them. Pre-school children tell visitors the 
name of their teacher and show excitement when they say that they met them. 

What does the early years setting do well and what does it 
need to do better?

n Staff support children's speaking skills well. For instance, they use repetitive 
words when they play alongside children in the baby room. Children begin to 
copy these words, building on their vocabulary. Staff ask pre-school children a 
good range of questions and give them time to answer, encouraging their 
thinking skills. 

n The provider and staff implement a curriculum that supports children to be ready 
for their move on to school. This includes encouraging children's independence. 
For instance, staff give children in the baby room, plenty of time to try to put on 
boots by themselves. Children show perseverance and determination when they 
do this. Toddlers and pre-school children are asked to use tea pots to pour milk 
into their cups at snack time. They do this competently.   

n The provider involves parents when identifying and making changes to the 
environment to promote children's learning. For example, parents build a step in 
the garden that enables children to see and learn about horses, donkeys and 
goats in the field beyond. However, staff do not find out from parents about 
children's ongoing achievements at home to help them plan more precisely for 
children's learning. Furthermore, they do not offer all parents suggestions about 
how they can continue to support their children's development at home. 

n Staff help children to recognise positive behaviour. For instance, in the baby 
room, children are supported to use jugs to pour water into containers. When 
they do this, staff say, 'well done' and clap their hands to reward their 
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achievements. Staff ensure that each child has a chance to pour water, showing 
them how to take turns.  

n Staff supervise children to promote their safety when they use knives to spread 
cream cheese onto crackers at snack time. However, staff do not build on 
toddlers' and pre-school children's knowledge of how they can keep themselves 
safe. For example, they do not support pre-school children to identify potential 
risks when they use technology to access the internet at home. Furthermore, 
staff do not fully promote toddlers' and pre-school children's privacy when 
toileting.

n Staff offer children opportunities to develop their literacy skills. For instance, 
they make available pencils and paper that children use to create artwork. Staff 
talk to them about what they are drawing. Children say that they draw pirates, 
putting meaning to the marks they make. They make up stories incorporating 
these images.   

n Children in the baby room are supported by staff to develop their self-care skills. 
For example, staff plan activities for them to pour and scoop when they use 
spoons and containers with water. This helps children to develop the skills they 
need and muscles in their hands to be able to use cutlery to feed themselves at 
mealtimes. 

Safeguarding

The arrangements for safeguarding are effective.

There is an open and positive culture around safeguarding that puts children's 
interests first.

What does the setting need to do to improve?

To further improve the quality of the early years provision, the provider 
should:

n develop partnerships with parents to help staff identify children's ongoing 
achievements and to offer all parents suggestions about how they can continue 
to support their children's learning at home

n support staff to build on toddlers' and pre-school children's knowledge of how 
they can keep themselves safe.
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Setting details
Unique reference number 2685331

Local authority Lincolnshire

Inspection number 10350785

Type of provision Childcare on non-domestic premises

Registers Early Years Register, Compulsory Childcare 
Register

Day care type Full day care

Age range of children at time of 
inspection

0 to 4

Total number of places 31

Number of children on roll 42

Name of registered person Hart, Melanie Jane

Registered person unique 
reference number RP514119

Telephone number 01400 250358

Date of previous inspection Not applicable

Information about this early years setting

The Old School Nursery registered in 2022 and is situated in Honington, 
Lincolnshire. The nursery employs eight members of childcare staff. Of these, one 
holds an appropriate early years qualification at level 2, three at level 3, two at 
level five, one with qualified teacher status and the provider with early years 
teacher status. The nursery opens from Monday to Friday, all year round. Sessions 
are from 8am until 5.45pm. The nursery provides funded early education for two-, 
three- and four-year-old children. 

Information about this inspection

Inspector
Hayley Ruane
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Inspection activities

n This was the first routine inspection the provider received since the COVID-19 
pandemic began. The inspector discussed the impact of the pandemic with the 
provider and has taken that into account in their evaluation of the provider. 

n The provider and the inspector completed a learning walk together of all areas 
of the nursery and discussed how the provider implements the curriculum. 

n The inspector observed the quality of education during activities, indoors and 
outdoors, and assessed the impact this has on children's learning. 

n Children spoke to the inspector throughout the inspection. 
n The inspector spoke with staff at appropriate times throughout the inspection. 
n The inspector carried out a joint observation with the provider.
n The inspector held a meeting with the provider. She reviewed relevant 

documentation and evidence of the suitability of staff working in the nursery. 
n Parents shared their views on the nursery with the inspector.

We carried out this inspection under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 2006 
on the quality and standards of provision that is registered on the Early Years 
Register. The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the 
statutory framework for children's learning, development and care, known as the 
early years foundation stage.

If you are not happy with the inspection or the report, you can complain to Ofsted.
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The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted) 
regulates and inspects to achieve excellence in the care of children and young 
people, and in education and skills for learners of all ages. It regulates and 
inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children and Family 
Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher 
training, further education and skills, adult and community learning, and education 
and training in prisons and other secure establishments. It assesses council 
children's services, and inspects services for looked after children, safeguarding 
and child protection.

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print 
or Braille, please telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.

You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format 
or medium, under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence, 
visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the 
Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email: 
psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk

This publication is available at https://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/.

Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our monthly newsletter for more 
information and updates: http://eepurl.com/iTrDn.

Piccadilly Gate
Store Street
Manchester
M1 2WD

T: 0300 123 1231
Textphone: 0161 618 8524
E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
W: www.gov.uk/ofsted
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