
Inspection of Ashbourne Day 
Nurseries at Cheltenham
49 All Saints Road, Cheltenham GL52 2HF

Inspection date: 13 August 2024

Overall effectiveness Good

The quality of education Good

Behaviour and attitudes Good

Personal development Good

Leadership and management Good

Overall effectiveness at previous 
inspection

Not applicable



What is it like to attend this early years setting?

The provision is good

Staff build close relationships with children and their families and get to know them 
well. Leaders greet families upon arrival. They talk to children about their day 
ahead and always make themselves available to parents should they need to talk or 
share information. This enables children to settle quickly and feel safe and secure 
in the nursery environment. Parents leave their children knowing they are safe, 
happy and well supported.

Leaders and staff construct and implement a broad and ambitious curriculum, 
which they tailor to the needs of each child. Babies develop their strength and 
large physical movements when they dance and copy actions to music, for 
example. Staff use their extensive knowledge of the babies to ensure they all get 
the best from the activity. Older children develop their hand and arm muscle 
strength for early writing when they tip and pour ingredients to make play dough. 
Staff skilfully weave a variety of learning opportunities throughout the activity. For 
example, staff develop children's mathematical skills when they ask children to 
pour 'half a cup of flour' into the mixture. Additionally, children learn to reason with 
each other when they decide together what colour they would like the play dough 
to be.

Staff have high expectations for children's behaviour. As a result, children behave 
well and respect their peers. Babies enjoy interactions with their friends and 
excitedly join in with routine activities. In the garden, older children create games 
together when they push trolleys, collect 'shopping', and go to their 'holiday home'. 
Children love to play together. They listen to and respect each other's ideas.

What does the early years setting do well and what does it 
need to do better?

n Staff report that the leadership team is very supportive. Leaders work closely 
with the team to ensure they have the guidance and training they need to fulfil 
their roles. There are regular staff meetings, where they refresh safeguarding 
knowledge and discuss curriculum intent. Additionally, staff have access to an 
online training portal, where they enrol onto courses to enhance their practice. 
Staff are happy and enjoy their roles.

n Leaders and staff provide good support for all children that attend. Key persons 
know their children very well and quickly identify if there are any gaps in 
development. They consult with those who have a responsibility for overseeing 
the needs of children with special educational needs and/or disabilities and 
create targets and strategies to help close any gaps in learning. They work 
closely with parents and external agencies to ensure children get the support 
they need and have a positive experience at nursery.

n Staff provide children with lots of opportunities to be physically active and 
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explore the local community. In the garden, children develop their balance and 
take safe risks when they explore the obstacle course with staff close by to 
support them. Staff teach children how to be safe when they go on walks in the 
local area and access the library, where they develop their love of books. 
Children develop their confidence in a range of environments. 

n There are good partnerships with parents. Parents speak highly of leaders and 
staff and the 'excellent' support their children receive. They state that their 
children make good progress and staff provide regular updates on their child's 
care and learning via the online system and at the end of each day. Staff invite 
parents into the nursery to share their cultures and traditions to ensure families 
feel valued.

n Staff engage children in meaningful learning experiences. They foster children's 
love of books from an early age. Staff read rhyming stories to babies with 
excitement and wait for babies to copy their sounds. Older children sit with staff 
and have a 'picnic' in the home corner. Staff encourage children to recall their 
own experiences when they all share what their favourite sandwich is and what 
toppings they like to have on pizzas. However, at times, staff do not use 
opportunities during play to extend children's learning even further. For example, 
when children say to staff they like sharks when looking at a book, staff do not 
extend discussions to ask why or talk about sharks' habitat. Additionally, when 
children attempt to build structures with blocks, staff simply tell them how to 
build the structure without allowing children time to think of their own ideas.

Safeguarding

The arrangements for safeguarding are effective.

There is an open and positive culture around safeguarding that puts children's 
interests first. 

What does the setting need to do to improve?

To further improve the quality of the early years provision, the provider 
should:

n support staff to extend children's learning during play, to help develop children's 
thinking and enable them to share their own ideas.
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Setting details
Unique reference number 2731558

Local authority Gloucestershire

Inspection number 10361190

Type of provision Childcare on non-domestic premises

Registers Early Years Register

Day care type Full day care

Age range of children at time of 
inspection

0 to 4

Total number of places 32

Number of children on roll 24

Name of registered person Ashbourne Day Nurseries Limited

Registered person unique 
reference number RP901058

Telephone number 01908 644399

Date of previous inspection Not applicable

Information about this early years setting

Ashbourne Day Nurseries  at Cheltenham registered in May 2023. The nursery 
offers care 7.45am to 5.45pm Monday to Friday for 51 weeks of the year. There are 
currently seven members of staff working directly with the children. Of these, two 
hold a level 6 childcare qualification, one holds a level 4, two hold a level 3 and two 
are unqualified. The nursery receives funding to provide free early education for 
children aged two, three and four years.

Information about this inspection

Inspector
Sarah-Louise Clements
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Inspection activities

n This was the first routine inspection the provider received since the COVID-19 
pandemic began. The inspector discussed the impact of the pandemic with the 
provider and has taken that into account in their evaluation of the provider. 

n The manager and inspector completed a learning walk together of all areas of 
the nursery and discussed the early years curriculum.

n The inspector talked to staff at appropriate times during the inspection and took 
account of their views.

n The special educational needs coordinator spoke to the inspector about how 
they support children with special educational needs and/or disabilities.

n The inspector observed the quality of education being provided, indoors and 
outdoors, and assessed the impact that this was having on children's learning.

n Parents shared their views of the setting with the inspector. 
n The inspector looked at relevant documentation and reviewed evidence of the 

suitability of staff working in the nursery.

We carried out this inspection under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 2006 
on the quality and standards of provision that is registered on the Early Years 
Register. The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the 
statutory framework for children's learning, development and care, known as the 
early years foundation stage.

If you are not happy with the inspection or the report, you can complain to Ofsted.

Inspection report: Ashbourne Day Nurseries at Cheltenham
13 August 2024 5

http://www.gov.uk/complain-ofsted-report


The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted) 
regulates and inspects to achieve excellence in the care of children and young 
people, and in education and skills for learners of all ages. It regulates and 
inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children and Family 
Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher 
training, further education and skills, adult and community learning, and education 
and training in prisons and other secure establishments. It assesses council 
children's services, and inspects services for looked after children, safeguarding 
and child protection.

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print 
or Braille, please telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.

You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format 
or medium, under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence, 
visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the 
Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email: 
psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk

This publication is available at https://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/.

Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our monthly newsletter for more 
information and updates: http://eepurl.com/iTrDn.

Piccadilly Gate
Store Street
Manchester
M1 2WD

T: 0300 123 1231
Textphone: 0161 618 8524
E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
W: www.gov.uk/ofsted

© Crown copyright 2024

Inspection report: Ashbourne Day Nurseries at Cheltenham
13 August 2024 6

http://www.gov.uk/ofsted
mailto:enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
http://eepurl.com/iTrDn
https://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/
mailto:psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk
http://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/
mailto:enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk

