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Care
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Inspection date: 15 August 2024

Overall effectiveness Good

The quality of education Good

Behaviour and attitudes Good

Personal development Good

Leadership and management Good

Overall effectiveness at previous 
inspection

Requires improvement



What is it like to attend this early years setting?

The provision is good

Children settle well at this safe and nurturing setting. Staff have worked hard to 
address the actions from the last inspection. For example, they plan and implement 
a clear and ambitious curriculum. As a result, all children are making good 
progress. Staff understand how to sequence children's learning. For example, they 
encourage babies to pull themselves to standing. Staff provide furniture to help 
children to cruise around the room. Once children can walk, they help them to 
progress with skills such as climbing steps. Children show delight in their 
achievements, clapping their hands together. They give beaming smiles to the 
supportive staff, who are close by giving reassurance and praise. Overall, children 
build on their skills over time.

The curriculum has a strong focus on developing children's speech and 
communication skills. Staff take time to listen to children, they repeat the words 
children say, and give children time to respond in conversation. In addition, 
children are taught some basic sign language. For example, at snack time children 
use the signs for 'more' and 'thankyou'. This helps children who are not yet talking 
to be able to communicate. Staff consistently model kind and caring behaviour, 
they encourage children to turn take and share. This helps children to know what 
behaviours are expected of them. Parents comment on the improvements in their 
children's social skills.

What does the early years setting do well and what does it 
need to do better?

n Staff have worked hard to further improve provision since the last inspection. 
Leaders understand their role in providing information to Ofsted to help 
determine the suitability of people involved in the setting. They have worked 
hard to develop and implement a curriculum which is focussed on the needs of 
the children attending. While leaders still have plans for improvement, overall, 
the curriculum supports children to make good progress.

n The curriculum is planned to help children build the skills they need to achieve 
their next stage of learning. For example, staff focus their interactions on turn 
taking during activities, to help children build their communication skills. 
However, during free play, staff sometimes focus on what children can do 
currently, rather than what they need to learn next. On these occasions, staff 
interactions are less effective in supporting children to build on their current 
learning.  

n Staff consider children's physical development in planning the curriculum. For 
example, they encourage children to stand while playing. They know this 
supports children's core strength. In addition, staff plan trips out so that children 
can access an obstacle course. Children learn to climb and balance. They make 
good progress in their physical development. 
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n Children learn to be independent. For example, at snack time staff help children 
to peel oranges and to scoop seeds from melons. Even young children pour their 
own drinks. When there is a spillage, staff are calm and supportive. This helps 
children to persevere. Children develop a 'can do' attitude and they manage self-
care tasks well. 

n Staff support children's good behaviour. For example, they encourage children to 
pass equipment to their friends. They teach children to listen and join in group 
activities such as singing times. Children develop positive attitudes to their 
learning that will help them as they progress to nursery and school. 

n Staff use their knowledge of child development to help identify gaps in children's 
learning.  They work closely with parents to provide a consistent approach. For 
example, they share ideas for activities that parents can use at home. Where 
other agencies are involved, staff follow the advice of specialists, for example, 
physiotherapists. This helps to reduce gaps in learning and all children make 
good progress from their starting points. 

n Care routines are generally followed. For example, children wash their hands 
before eating. However, some staff do not consistently implement good hygiene 
practises. For example, some staff do not remind children not to put toys in their 
mouth. They do not always wash toys after young children have mouthed them. 
On these occasions children are not learning consistently good hygiene routines. 

n Regular supervision and coaching sessions are offered. Leaders identify training 
opportunities that help to build staff knowledge. For example, about how 
children learn. However, supervision and coaching is not focused on precisely 
identifying how staff may enhance their skills in order to raise the quality of 
teaching even further. 

Safeguarding

The arrangements for safeguarding are effective.

There is a positive culture around safeguarding that puts children's interests first. 

What does the setting need to do to improve?

To further improve the quality of the early years provision, the provider 
should:

n help staff to consistently implement children's next steps in learning, particularly 
during spontaneous interactions and activities

n support staff to consistently adhere to and maintain hygiene routines, to help 
children to learn healthy practises

n identify precisely what individual staff need to do to raise the quality of their 
teaching even further.
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Setting details
Unique reference number EY334266

Local authority Lancashire

Inspection number 10315988

Type of provision Childcare on non-domestic premises

Registers Early Years Register, Compulsory Childcare 
Register

Day care type Full day care

Age range of children at time of 
inspection

0 to 4

Total number of places 84

Number of children on roll 58

Name of registered person Whitegate Early Years Care

Registered person unique 
reference number RP904176

Telephone number 01282 772283

Date of previous inspection 2 October 2023

Information about this early years setting

The setting registered in 2006. and is located in Padiham, Burnley. It is 
independently run and situated on the premises of Whitegate Nursery School. The 
setting employs 16 members of childcare staff, of whom eight have an appropriate 
early years qualification at level 3 and five at level 2. The setting opens Monday to 
Friday, from 7.30am until 6pm all year round with the exception of bank holidays 
and Christmas. 

Information about this inspection

Inspector
Lynn Richards
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Inspection activities

n The inspector discussed any continued impact of the pandemic with the provider 
and has taken that into account in their evaluation of the provider.

n The manager joined the inspector on a learning walk and talked to the inspector 
about their curriculum and what they want their children to learn. 

n The inspector observed the quality of education being provided, and assessed 
the impact that this was having on children's learning.

n The inspector carried out joint observations of group activities with the manager.
n Parents shared their views of the setting with the inspector.
n The inspector spoke with the nominated individual about the leadership and 

management of the setting.
n The inspector talked to staff at appropriate times during the inspection and took 

account of their views.
n The manager showed the inspector documentation to demonstrate the suitability 

of staff.

We carried out this inspection under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 2006 
on the quality and standards of provision that is registered on the Early Years 
Register. The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the 
statutory framework for children's learning, development and care, known as the 
early years foundation stage.

If you are not happy with the inspection or the report, you can complain to Ofsted.
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The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted) 
regulates and inspects to achieve excellence in the care of children and young 
people, and in education and skills for learners of all ages. It regulates and 
inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children and Family 
Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher 
training, further education and skills, adult and community learning, and education 
and training in prisons and other secure establishments. It assesses council 
children's services, and inspects services for looked after children, safeguarding 
and child protection.

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print 
or Braille, please telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.

You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format 
or medium, under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence, 
visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the 
Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email: 
psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk

This publication is available at https://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/.

Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our monthly newsletter for more 
information and updates: http://eepurl.com/iTrDn.

Piccadilly Gate
Store Street
Manchester
M1 2WD

T: 0300 123 1231
Textphone: 0161 618 8524
E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
W: www.gov.uk/ofsted
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