
Inspection of The Old Station Nursery 
– Walsall
2 Birchfield Way, Yew Tree Estate, Walsall, West Midlands WS5 4LG

Inspection date: 2 August 2024

Overall effectiveness Good

The quality of education Good

Behaviour and attitudes Good

Personal development Good

Leadership and management Good

Overall effectiveness at previous 
inspection

Good



What is it like to attend this early years setting?

The provision is good

Staff are caring and provide comfort to children at this nursery. They recognise 
when children are tired and gently settle them to sleep. They develop good 
relationships with children and, as a result, children are happy to attend. 

Children learn to make friends and work cooperatively together. They persevere 
when they encounter problems and help each other to overcome challenges. Staff 
support children to learn about being healthy and keeping themselves safe. They 
provide dedicated space outdoors for children to grow their own potatoes, which 
they then later use in the meals they eat. Staff ensure children have appropriate 
clothing in hot weather. They teach children about the effects of the sun and how 
to prevent sunburn. 

Children are well prepared for their move to school. Staff help them to be 
competent in the skills they need to manage the next stage of their education. 
Children help staff to tidy up and willingly reach for a dustpan and brush to sweep 
the floor following messy activities. Consequently, children become independent 
and gain a sense of responsibility. Younger children transport materials outdoors 
and enthusiastically move water from one container to another. Staff understand 
how to support children's development and provide resources which spark their 
curiosity and interest. All children make progress in their communication 
development as they enjoy sharing stories and singing songs with staff. 

What does the early years setting do well and what does it 
need to do better?

n The curriculum is well embedded across the nursery. Staff plan exciting activities 
for children which motivate them to learn. Children are keen to engage in the 
opportunities on offer. However, at times, when children join in with those who 
are more capable, staff do not differentiate their teaching to allow all children to 
fully benefit from the learning opportunities available to them. 

n Staff interact positively with children. Children are keen for staff to join in play 
with them. However, sometimes, when more children attempt to join in with 
their friends, the organisation of activities does not allow them to do so. 
Additionally, staff do not always respond to this to enable all children to 
participate. 

n Children develop their mathematical skills. Staff integrate counting opportunities 
into daily routines. For example, they count the steps as children transition to 
the outdoor area. Staff help children to use positional language, such as 'in 
front', 'next to', and 'behind'. Children use a variety of resources to learn about 
quantities, as well as the sequencing of numbers. They begin to understand 
what happens when items are added and taken away. This prepares children 
well for their eventual move on to school. 
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n Staff implement consistent routines. Children wash their hands before eating and 
know when it is time for lunch. Staff sit with children and supervise them while 
they eat. However, some staff reach across children when they are eating, which 
restricts their personal space and impacts on their comfort as they sit at the 
table. 

n Children with special educational needs and/or disabilities (SEND) are well 
supported. Staff assess children's development regularly and, as a result, any 
gaps in their development are identified quickly. Staff responsible for liaising with 
external agencies ensure children receive the support they need to make good 
progress. They implement strategies which have been suggested by other 
professionals so that children experience coordinated support.

n Leaders have a good oversight of the nursery. They regularly review the 
experiences offered to children and reflect on the progress children are making. 
They identify where there are gaps in staff's knowledge and use this to inform 
future training plans. This leads to good outcomes for children. 

n Staff have opportunities to develop their own knowledge and skills. They use an 
online platform to complete various training courses associated with the 
development stages of the children they care for. For example, staff who work 
with babies complete training specific to promoting communication development 
in this age group. They receive regular supervision meetings to discuss their 
practice, and feel supported in their role. Consequently, children are cared for by 
skilled staff.   

n Parents are complimentary about the care their children receive. They comment 
that staff are friendly and on the reassurance they receive when children are 
settling in. They have regular conversations with staff and receive information 
about their children's development. In addition, they say they feel listened to 
and are given ideas on how to support children's learning further at home. 

Safeguarding

The arrangements for safeguarding are effective.

There is an open and positive culture around safeguarding that puts children's 
interests first. 

What does the setting need to do to improve?

To further improve the quality of the early years provision, the provider 
should:

n help staff to differentiate their teaching during activities with children of varied 
ages and abilities

n support staff to enhance the organisation of activities so that children are able to 
join others who are already engaged

n support staff to implement care practices that consider children's personal space 
at mealtimes.
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Setting details
Unique reference number 255135

Local authority Sandwell

Inspection number 10360753

Type of provision Childcare on non-domestic premises

Registers Early Years Register, Compulsory Childcare 
Register, Voluntary Childcare Register

Day care type Full day care

Age range of children at time of 
inspection

0 to 4

Total number of places 50

Number of children on roll 40

Name of registered person Buds Limited

Registered person unique 
reference number RP909284

Telephone number 01922 613211

Date of previous inspection 29 September 2022

Information about this early years setting

The Old Station Nursery - Walsall registered under its current ownership in 2023. 
The nursery employs a total of 13 members of childcare staff. Of these, nine hold 
appropriate early years qualifications ranging from level 2 to level 6. The nursery 
opens from Monday to Friday all year round. Sessions are from 7.30am until 6pm. 
The nursery provides funded early education for two-, three- and four-year-old 
children.

Information about this inspection

Inspector
Christine Ward
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Inspection activities

n The inspector discussed any continued impact of the pandemic with the provider 
and has taken that into account in their evaluation of the provider.

n The inspector viewed the provision and discussed the safety and suitability of 
the premises.

n The manager joined the inspector on a learning walk and talked to the inspector 
about their curriculum and what they want their children to learn. 

n The inspector talked to staff at appropriate times during the inspection and took 
account of their views.

n The special educational needs coordinator spoke to the inspector about how 
they support children with SEND.

n The inspector carried out a joint observation of a group activity with the 
manager.

n The inspector spoke to several parents during the inspection and took account of 
their views.

n The manager showed the inspector documentation to demonstrate the suitability 
of staff.

We carried out this inspection under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 2006 
on the quality and standards of provision that is registered on the Early Years 
Register. The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the 
statutory framework for children's learning, development and care, known as the 
early years foundation stage.

If you are not happy with the inspection or the report, you can complain to Ofsted.
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The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted) 
regulates and inspects to achieve excellence in the care of children and young 
people, and in education and skills for learners of all ages. It regulates and 
inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children and Family 
Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher 
training, further education and skills, adult and community learning, and education 
and training in prisons and other secure establishments. It assesses council 
children's services, and inspects services for looked after children, safeguarding 
and child protection.

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print 
or Braille, please telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.

You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format 
or medium, under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence, 
visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the 
Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email: 
psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk

This publication is available at https://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/.

Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our monthly newsletter for more 
information and updates: http://eepurl.com/iTrDn.

Piccadilly Gate
Store Street
Manchester
M1 2WD

T: 0300 123 1231
Textphone: 0161 618 8524
E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
W: www.gov.uk/ofsted

© Crown copyright 2024
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