
Inspection of Daisy Chain Nursery
Great Hall, High Street, Great Houghton, Northampton NN4 7AG

Inspection date: 23 July 2024

Overall effectiveness Good

The quality of education Good

Behaviour and attitudes Good

Personal development Good

Leadership and management Good

Overall effectiveness at previous 
inspection

Good



What is it like to attend this early years setting?

The provision is good

Children are excited to arrive at this inclusive and welcoming nursery. The nurturing 
staff form close relationships with children. Staff offer gentle reassurance and 
cuddles to a few hesitant children, enabling them to come into nursery with a 
smile. Children demonstrate they feel secure. They speak with confidence to 
visitors to the nursery. Babies raise their arms to be picked up by staff. They gaze 
into their key worker's eyes and giggle as they talk to them. Children show that 
they feel safe and are confident to explore the interesting and exciting environment 
and join in with the fun learning opportunities that staff provide.

Children's interests are central to the curriculum at this nursery. This contributes to 
children being engaged, curious and highly motivated to take part in the activities. 
Children engage for long periods as they explore water in a tray. Staff add lemon 
slices and cucumbers and encourage children to explore their senses through taste, 
touch and smell. Staff talk to children and introduce vocabulary such as splash, 
squish and sour. Children are independent and motivated learners who lead their 
own play. They show their imagination as they transport the lemon water into a 
teapot and pour the visitor a cup of tea.

What does the early years setting do well and what does it 
need to do better?

n The management team has high expectations of the quality of care it wants to 
provide to the children and staff. It effectively uses supervisions to ensure staff 
well-being is high and uses peer observations to reflect on staff practice to 
improve outcomes for children. Staff speak highly of the support they receive. 

n Staff set high expectations for children's behaviour. They are highly skilled in 
supporting children to understand the expected behavioural boundaries. They 
encourage children to share, take turns and talk about how they feel. Staff form 
positive relationships with children and offer lots of praise to boost children's 
self-esteem. This has a positive impact on children's confidence, behaviour and 
attitudes towards learning. 

n The managers and staff provide a broad curriculum for the children and plan a 
wide array of fun and engaging activities with opportunities to learn. However, 
staff are not always consistent in helping children to use numbers and 
mathematical concepts during play activities to support their early mathematics.

n Staff follow children's lead and adapt activities to continue their learning in to 
other areas. For example, after finding worms and slugs in the garden, staff help 
children to create an insect house and talk about how worms live underground. 
This supports children in their understanding of the world. 

n Overall, children's communication and language skills are supported well. Staff 
and children regularly sing nursery rhymes together. Staff sit alongside children 
in areas such as the home corner and continually talk to them as they play. Staff 
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are skilled at supporting children's communication through effective questioning. 
However, staff do not consistently encourage children to respond or repeat 
words back to fully extend their early speaking skills. 

n Staff support children well to develop their independence skills. They encourage 
children to try to do things for themselves. For example, babies learn how to use 
cutlery with confidence to feed themselves. Staff model and help younger 
children to pour water into a cup. Older children confidently wash and dry their 
own hands. This helps children to secure their independence skills.

n The managers and staff are aware of children's individual needs. Children who 
require additional support are quickly identified. The special educational needs 
coordinator liaises closely with parents and other agencies to provide appropriate 
support for children and their families. The managers and staff follow targeted 
plans and use additional funding effectively which help children with special 
educational needs and/or disabilities (SEND) make the best possible progress in 
their learning. Parents of children with SEND value the support their children 
receive at the nursery. 

n Relationships with parents are strong. Parents speak highly of the nursery and 
feel well informed about what their children are doing. The managers and staff 
work well in partnership with parents to discuss children's next steps in their 
learning and how to support these at home. 

Safeguarding

The arrangements for safeguarding are effective.

There is an open and positive culture around safeguarding that puts children's 
interests first.

What does the setting need to do to improve?

To further improve the quality of the early years provision, the provider 
should:

n support staff to allow children enough time to think and respond to further 
extend their early speaking

n support staff to deliver the mathematics curriculum more effectively, to further 
enhance children's understanding of number and mathematical concepts.
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Setting details
Unique reference number EY537955

Local authority West Northamptonshire

Inspection number 10343000

Type of provision Childcare on non-domestic premises

Registers Early Years Register, Compulsory Childcare 
Register

Day care type Full day care

Age range of children at time of 
inspection

0 to 4

Total number of places 52

Number of children on roll 40

Name of registered person Daisy Chain Pre-School Playgroup Committee

Registered person unique 
reference number RP521954

Telephone number 07757807201

Date of previous inspection 10 September 2018

Information about this early years setting

Daisy Chain Nursery registered in 2017. It is located in the village of Great 
Houghton. There are eight members of staff, five of whom hold appropriate early 
years qualifications. This includes the manager who holds early years professional 
status. The nursery offers care Monday to Friday, throughout the year, excluding 
bank holidays. Sessions are from 8am until 6pm. The nursery provides funded early 
education for two-, three- and four-year-old children. 

Information about this inspection

Inspector
Ali Lancaster
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Inspection activities

n The inspector discussed any continued impact of the pandemic with the provider 
and has taken that into account in their evaluation of the provider. 

n The managers and inspector completed a learning walk together of all areas of 
the nursery and discussed the early years curriculum. 

n Children spoke to and communicated with the inspector during the inspection.
n The inspector talked to staff at appropriate times during the inspection and took 

account of their views. 
n The inspector spoke with the managers about the leadership and management 

of the nursery. 
n The inspector spoke with the managers and staff about their safeguarding 

knowledge and responsibilities. 
n The inspector observed the interactions between staff and children. 
n Parents shared their views on the nursery with the inspector. 
n The manager showed the inspector documentation to demonstrate the suitability 

of staff.
n The inspector carried out a joint observation of an activity with the manager. 

We carried out this inspection under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 2006 
on the quality and standards of provision that is registered on the Early Years 
Register. The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the 
statutory framework for children's learning, development and care, known as the 
early years foundation stage.

If you are not happy with the inspection or the report, you can complain to Ofsted.
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The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted) 
regulates and inspects to achieve excellence in the care of children and young 
people, and in education and skills for learners of all ages. It regulates and 
inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children and Family 
Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher 
training, further education and skills, adult and community learning, and education 
and training in prisons and other secure establishments. It assesses council 
children's services, and inspects services for looked after children, safeguarding 
and child protection.

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print 
or Braille, please telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.

You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format 
or medium, under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence, 
visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the 
Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email: 
psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk

This publication is available at https://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/.

Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our monthly newsletter for more 
information and updates: http://eepurl.com/iTrDn.

Piccadilly Gate
Store Street
Manchester
M1 2WD

T: 0300 123 1231
Textphone: 0161 618 8524
E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
W: www.gov.uk/ofsted
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