
Inspection of Littlemonkeys Daycare
58/59 Watson Way, Winklebury, Basingstoke, Hampshire RG23 8AN

Inspection date: 16 July 2024

Overall effectiveness Good

The quality of education Good

Behaviour and attitudes Good

Personal development Good

Leadership and management Good

Overall effectiveness at previous 
inspection

Requires improvement



What is it like to attend this early years setting?

The provision is good

Leaders have addressed the weaknesses raised at the last inspection. Robust 
systems are now in place to ensure the health and hygiene of children is of utmost 
priority. Staff routinely encourage children to look after their personal hygiene. For 
instance, children use tissues to wipe their noses and they wash their hands before 
mealtimes. Older children have learned how to manage certain hygiene tasks 
themselves.

Staff have high expectations of children's learning and development. They know 
what they intend for children to learn during their time at nursery. Children are 
keen learners and confidently share some of the skills they have learned. For 
instance, children know how to keep themselves and others safe as they explore 
the local area.

Children behave well and have good manners. They demonstrate a sense of 
happiness when playing alongside friends or their chosen staff member. Children 
understand the flow and routine of the day and the familiarity of this helps children 
feel settled, particularly children with special educational needs and/or disabilities 
(SEND).

Staff capture children's interests well. Older children show excitement as they laugh 
and sing along to familiar children's songs during their daily dance sessions. 
Children's excitement piques the younger children's interest and they can also be 
seen smiling and bobbing along to the music. Children move their bodies in 
different ways, navigate space around them and develop a love for music. This all 
positively contributes to children's overall well-being.

What does the early years setting do well and what does it 
need to do better?

n Leaders have worked closely with staff to identify areas of their practice that 
could be better, to raise the quality of their teaching. Leaders also take into 
consideration the learning needs of the children in attendance and the 
educational environment. For instance, leaders identify that some children need 
extra support to develop their fine motor skills. Staff attended training and have 
developed their teaching to support children's pre-writing skills. For example, 
children show focus and perseverance as they thread the right number of cubes 
onto numbered string.

n Leaders have a clear vision for what children will learn at the nursery. They 
cascade this through the staff to promote a positive learning experience for 
children. Children enjoy the book of the month about pirates, which is inspiring 
their chosen play. They are keen to follow this learning throughout the day and 
are supported by attentive staff, who understand how to teach children the skills 
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they need. For example, children practise their scissor skills when making pirate 
patches. They visit the local woodland to hunt for treasure and excitedly find 
their pirate swords and measure these to compare sizes.

n Babies develop their physical skills in the well-designed play space. They are 
enthusiastic when climbing, they smile and giggle together when exploring the 
equipment. Babies show good coordination and strength as they pull themselves 
up to standing, crawl, and slide down the slope. 

n Children develop good bonds with their key person. The youngest of children 
snuggle into the caring arms of staff when feeling tired. Staff proactively meet 
children's emerging needs. However, there are times throughout the day when 
staff deployment is not fully considered to meet children's emotional needs.

n Staff work closely with parents to share their children's development milestones 
and regular updates on their day. Parents of children with SEND find this 
particularly helpful. Although parent partnerships are strong, staff do not gain as 
much information about children's home-life before they join the nursery. This 
prevents staff from being able to fully understand children's prior experiences to 
ensure they receive the support they need, from the start.

n Children are motivated learners who communicate well. They are keen to take 
part in decision-making, including voting for which fruit they will have for snack. 
Children thrive on responsibilities and take it in turns to prepare snack for their 
peers. They have good hygiene practices and follow simple instructions when 
using knifes to butter crackers and to cut fruit.

n Leaders engage well with the staff team to ensure their well-being is supported. 
Staff are complimentary about the support they receive for their health, 
workload and professional opportunities. This has a positive impact on staff's 
engagement levels and job satisfaction. 

Safeguarding

The arrangements for safeguarding are effective.

There is an open and positive culture around safeguarding that puts children's 
interests first. 

What does the setting need to do to improve?

To further improve the quality of the early years provision, the provider 
should:

n deploy staff more effectively throughout the day to further enhance the 
relationships between children and key people

n develop strong partnerships with parents and other professionals to gain a 
holistic picture of children's lives to enable staff to fully support children's 
learning and well-being from the start. 
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Setting details
Unique reference number EY501686

Local authority Hampshire

Inspection number 10309173

Type of provision Childcare on non-domestic premises

Registers Early Years Register, Compulsory Childcare 
Register, Voluntary Childcare Register

Day care type Full day care

Age range of children at time of 
inspection

0 to 4

Total number of places 60

Number of children on roll 65

Name of registered person Monkeymoos Daycare Ltd

Registered person unique 
reference number RP535505

Telephone number 01256 898950

Date of previous inspection 15 August 2023

Information about this early years setting

Littlemonkeys Daycare registered in 2016. The nursery is located in Winklebury, in 
Basingstoke, Hampshire. It operates Monday to Friday, from 7am to 6pm, all year 
round. The nursery receives funding to provide free early education for children 
aged two, three and four years. A team of 13 staff work with the children. Of 
these, nine have appropriate early years qualifications at level 2, 3 and 5. 

Information about this inspection

Inspector
Hayley Doncom
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Inspection activities

n The inspector discussed any continued impact of the pandemic with the 
manager and has taken that into account in their evaluation of the provider.

n The inspector and manager carried out a learning walk across all areas of the 
nursery to understand how the early years provision and the curriculum is 
organised. 

n The inspector held discussions with children, staff and parents at appropriate 
times throughout the inspection. 

n The inspector looked at a sample of documentation. This included staff suitability 
checks and safeguarding documentation. 

n A leadership meeting was held with the inspector, manager and regional 
managers. 

We carried out this inspection under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 2006 
on the quality and standards of provision that is registered on the Early Years 
Register. The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the 
statutory framework for children's learning, development and care, known as the 
early years foundation stage.

If you are not happy with the inspection or the report, you can complain to Ofsted.
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The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted) 
regulates and inspects to achieve excellence in the care of children and young 
people, and in education and skills for learners of all ages. It regulates and 
inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children and Family 
Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher 
training, further education and skills, adult and community learning, and education 
and training in prisons and other secure establishments. It assesses council 
children's services, and inspects services for looked after children, safeguarding 
and child protection.

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print 
or Braille, please telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.

You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format 
or medium, under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence, 
visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the 
Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email: 
psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk

This publication is available at https://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/.

Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our monthly newsletter for more 
information and updates: http://eepurl.com/iTrDn.

Piccadilly Gate
Store Street
Manchester
M1 2WD

T: 0300 123 1231
Textphone: 0161 618 8524
E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
W: www.gov.uk/ofsted
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