
Inspection of Hollywood Pre-School
Hollywood Primary School, Pickenham Road, BIRMINGHAM B14 4TG

Inspection date: 10 July 2024

Overall effectiveness Outstanding

The quality of education Outstanding

Behaviour and attitudes Outstanding

Personal development Outstanding

Leadership and management Outstanding

Overall effectiveness at previous 
inspection

Outstanding



What is it like to attend this early years setting?

The provision is outstanding

Children in this pre-school are happy, supported, and encouraged to flourish. Staff 
are exceptionally skilled at developing children's passion for communication and 
language. All children excitedly join in their daily rhyme time session with a song 
that they chose to sing at graduation. Exposure to a rich and varied amount of 
vocabulary is built up with trips to the local library, a visit from an author, and high-
quality interactions with staff.

The manager has designed a bespoke, ambitious and flexible curriculum that takes 
into account the children's current interests, abilities and developmental stages, 
which she shares with all staff. Staff provide high-quality teaching in a stimulating 
and well-thought-out environment. Children show exemplary behaviour at all times, 
with high levels of respect for staff and their friends. For instance, they help other 
children to tie up their hair and then sit together in the reading nook and read a 
story together. Children become engrossed in their learning for substantial periods 
of time and have high levels of concentration. As a result, all children, including 
those with special educational needs and/or disabilities (SEND), make outstanding 
progress from their starting points.

What does the early years setting do well and what does it 
need to do better?

n The manager has established an open and highly reflective environment, where 
all staff regularly discuss how to improve their practice. Staff and management 
meticulously create timely assessments that accurately pinpoint children's next 
steps. They use this information to plan specific activities that enhance the 
experiences of all children.

n The extremely experienced special educational needs coordinator works closely 
with other professionals to provide customised support for children with SEND. 
She draws on training to enable her to quickly recognises when children might 
need additional help, and adapts her practice accordingly. As a result, all 
children, including those with SEND and children who speak English as an 
additional language, show remarkable progress.

n Children receive an awe-inspiring array of opportunities from visiting the local 
area. Staff weave learning into these experiences. For example, children enjoy 
an outing to the fire station, a trip to the local wildlife area, a visit to the local 
café to purchase their own toast, or a bus ride to the local pet shop. These early 
experiences enrich children's lives and provide opportunities for further learning 
to take place.

n Children have access to an extremely well-designed outside area that allows 
them to thrive in their physical development. Staff create a football game and 
children run freely. They learn the skills to work as a team, while also raising 
their heart rate. Tools are provided and children independently cut up and peel 
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vegetables, which they pretend to cook in a soup. Staff confidently know when 
to support children with their learning and when to step back, allowing children 
to focus on the skills they need for their next stage of development.

n Children are immensely independent. At the start of the day, they find their 
name, self-register, hang up their belongings and join in with an engaging rhyme 
time activity. Staff encourage children to hold their food tray, eat with a knife 
and fork, scrape their plates after eating, wipe down the table and practise toilet 
and handwashing routines for themselves.

n Children are confident and resilient. For example, they take photos with a 
thermal camera and ask staff to tear off the photo for them. Staff calmly explain 
to children how to take the photo off for themselves. This empowers children 
and boosts their self-esteem.

n Parents remark that the staff go above and beyond for their child. They state 
that their child's progression in all areas is extraordinary. Staff pride themselves 
on their relationships with parents. These exceptionally strong links enable 
parents to feel supported and help to extend their child's learning at home, 
which contributes to their rapid progress.

n Children access a rich range of exciting and innovative activities that support all 
areas of the curriculum. Children delight as they pour water from one container 
to another. They use 'sand hands' to consolidate numbers from one to five, and 
staff model simple addition. Children thoroughly enjoy using their small hand 
muscles to pinch, squeeze, roll and manipulate dough into a ball, which supports 
their early writing.

n Children develop an excellent understanding of the world around them and 
different faiths. For example, they take great delight in explaining that their 
parents come in to read a book to their friends in Urdu. They celebrate festivals 
such as Eid, Easter and the Jewish Passover, allowing children to experience a 
wide range of cultures and try a variety of different foods from around the world.

Safeguarding

The arrangements for safeguarding are effective.

There is an open and positive culture around safeguarding that puts children's 
interests first.
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Setting details
Unique reference number EY357310

Local authority Birmingham

Inspection number 10350018

Type of provision Childcare on non-domestic premises

Registers Early Years Register, Compulsory Childcare 
Register, Voluntary Childcare Register

Day care type Sessional day care

Age range of children at time of 
inspection

3 to 4

Total number of places 24

Number of children on roll 30

Name of registered person
Grendon and Billesley Nursery and Family 
Centre Ltd

Registered person unique 
reference number RP521788

Telephone number 0121 675 4528

Date of previous inspection 12 October 2018

Information about this early years setting

Hollywood Pre-School registered in 2007 and is located in Birmingham. The pre-
school employs five members of childcare staff, all of whom hold appropriate early 
years qualifications at level 3 or above. The pre-school opens from Monday to 
Friday during term time. Sessions are from 8am until 4pm. The pre-school provides 
funded early education for three- and four-year-old children.

Information about this inspection

Inspector
Deborah Croft
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Inspection activities

n This was the first routine inspection the provider received since the COVID-19 
pandemic began. The inspector discussed the impact of the pandemic with the 
provider and has taken that into account in their evaluation of the provider. 

n The manager joined the inspector on a learning walk and talked to the inspector 
about their curriculum and what they want the children to learn. 

n Staff spoke to the inspector during the inspection.
n The inspector spoke to several parents during the inspection and took account of 

their views.
n The inspector observed the quality of education being provided, indoors and 

outdoors, and assessed the impact that this was having on children's learning.

We carried out this inspection under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 2006 
on the quality and standards of provision that is registered on the Early Years 
Register. The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the 
statutory framework for children's learning, development and care, known as the 
early years foundation stage.

If you are not happy with the inspection or the report, you can complain to Ofsted.
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The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted) 
regulates and inspects to achieve excellence in the care of children and young 
people, and in education and skills for learners of all ages. It regulates and 
inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children and Family 
Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher 
training, further education and skills, adult and community learning, and education 
and training in prisons and other secure establishments. It assesses council 
children's services, and inspects services for looked after children, safeguarding 
and child protection.

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print 
or Braille, please telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.

You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format 
or medium, under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence, 
visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the 
Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email: 
psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk

This publication is available at https://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/.

Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our monthly newsletter for more 
information and updates: http://eepurl.com/iTrDn.

Piccadilly Gate
Store Street
Manchester
M1 2WD

T: 0300 123 1231
Textphone: 0161 618 8524
E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
W: www.gov.uk/ofsted
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