
Inspection of Little Nippers Preschool
Python Hill Primary School, Kirklington Road, MANSFIELD, Nottinghamshire NG21 
0JZ

Inspection date: 17 June 2024

Overall effectiveness Good

The quality of education Good

Behaviour and attitudes Good

Personal development Good

Leadership and management Good

Overall effectiveness at previous 
inspection

Requires improvement



What is it like to attend this early years setting?

The provision is good

Staff create an enticing environment that children confidently explore. For example, 
pre-school children exclaim they are 'so excited' to take part in a food-tasting 
activity. Staff give children time to consider how to describe the foods they are 
trying. Children confidently say the different foods are delicious, sweet or sour. 
During circle time, children are encouraged to take turns and share news about 
their weekend. Children listen intently, giggling as their friends tell them a story 
about a water slide. Staff gently support children who are less confident by giving 
them more time to think and respond. To this end, children take part in the activity 
at their own pace. Staff praise children for their confident communication and use 
of description words. This sees children beam with pride.

Children thoroughly enjoy outdoor play. They use their muscles and develop their 
coordination skills as staff help them balance on stilts and throw balls into the 
basketball hoop. Staff support toddlers to climb steps to the slide, where they help 
them sit safely before sliding back down. Children are kind to others. They notice 
their friends struggling to ride their car up the small slope. Children readily offer to 
help push their friend's car up the slope, so they can roll their car back down again. 
Staff praise them for helping others.

What does the early years setting do well and what does it 
need to do better?

n Leaders have taken a positive approach to addressing the weaknesses that are 
raised at the previous inspection. They have now shared information with Ofsted 
regarding new committee members. This has enabled Ofsted to complete the 
required suitability checks to ensure that the committee members are suitable 
for their roles.

n Staff are good role models, and they encourage children to take care of 
resources and the surrounding environment. For example, pre-school children 
confidently recite the setting rules of 'choose it, use it and put it away'. Children 
notice when they have accidently spilt water on the floor during their play. Staff 
praise children as they know to clean the water up, so their friends do not slip. 
Children learn to play safely.

n Parents are positive about the care their children receive. They state their 
children are gaining confidence and are developing their language skills. Parents 
appreciate the support that staff have given them to request additional support, 
complete assessments and apply for additional funding. This includes for those 
children with special educational needs and/or disabilities (SEND).    

n Staff aim to develop children's independence skills. For example, at lunchtime, 
children open their own food packets and pour their own drinks, and they are 
encouraged to hold up 'help' cards to request support from staff. However, 
opportunities for children to carry out tasks for themselves are not consistent. 
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Staff are quick to complete tasks that children could do for themselves. This 
includes wiping pre-school children's noses and taking toddlers' shoes and boots 
off for them. 

n Staff provide opportunities for children to develop their small muscles. For 
example, children use a variety of tools, such as cookie cutters and rolling pins, 
to make new shapes in dough. In addition, staff help children to follow picture 
instructions to make structures out of click-together magnetic shapes. This helps 
them practise the skills they need for early writing. Staff also support children to 
identify shapes, sizes and colours as they carefully connect the magnetic pieces 
together. This helps support children's growing mathematical understanding. 

n Staff provide activities to support children's understanding of good dental 
hygiene and making healthy food choices. For example, they provide healthy 
snacks and access to fresh drinking water. However, staff do not yet share ideas 
and information with families about how to make the contents of children's lunch 
boxes as healthy as possible.

n Managers and staff work to enhance children's experiences. They regularly take 
children out within the local community, including making visits to the butchers, 
the fruit and vegetable shop and the local park. In addition, the committee 
works with staff to provide children with opportunities and resources to grow 
their own vegetables and plants in local allotments. These experiences enable 
children to have a wide range of opportunities that they may not yet have had.

Safeguarding

The arrangements for safeguarding are effective.

There is an open and positive culture around safeguarding that puts children's 
interests first. 

What does the setting need to do to improve?

To further improve the quality of the early years provision, the provider 
should:

n support staff in providing consistent opportunities for children to carry out tasks 
for themselves to further promote their independence

n find ways to share information with parents about including even more healthy 
options for children's lunch boxes.
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Setting details
Unique reference number EY335257

Local authority Nottinghamshire County Council

Inspection number 10304353

Type of provision Childcare on non-domestic premises

Registers Early Years Register, Compulsory Childcare 
Register, Voluntary Childcare Register

Day care type Sessional day care

Age range of children at time of 
inspection

2 to 4

Total number of places 40

Number of children on roll 50

Name of registered person Little Nippers Preschool Committee

Registered person unique 
reference number RP911093

Telephone number 01623 464652

Date of previous inspection 30 June 2023

Information about this early years setting

Little Nippers Preschool registered in 2006. It is based in Rainworth, 
Nottinghamshire. The pre-school employs eight members of childcare staff. Of 
these, seven hold an appropriate early years qualification at level 3. The pre-school 
opens from Monday to Friday, term-time only. Sessions are from 7.30am to 3.15pm. 
The pre-school provides funded early education for two-, three- and four-year-old 
children.

Information about this inspection

Inspector
Susan Hyatt
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Inspection activities

n The inspector discussed any continued impact of the pandemic with the provider 
and has taken that into account in their evaluation of the provider.

n The inspector viewed the provision and discussed the safety and suitability of 
the premises.

n The manager joined the inspector on a learning walk and talked to the inspector 
about their curriculum and what they want their children to learn. 

n Children communicated with the inspector during the inspection.
n The inspector talked to staff at appropriate times during the inspection and took 

account of their views.
n The special educational needs coordinator spoke to the inspector about how 

they support children with SEND.
n The inspector observed the quality of education being provided, indoors and 

outdoors, and assessed the impact that this was having on children's learning.
n The inspector observed the interactions between staff and children.
n The inspector carried out a joint observation of a group activity with the 

manager.
n Parents, grandparents and carers shared their views of the setting with the 

inspector. 
n The inspector looked at relevant documentation and reviewed evidence of the 

suitability of staff working in the nursery.

We carried out this inspection under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 2006 
on the quality and standards of provision that is registered on the Early Years 
Register. The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the 
statutory framework for children's learning, development and care, known as the 
early years foundation stage.

If you are not happy with the inspection or the report, you can complain to Ofsted.
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The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted) 
regulates and inspects to achieve excellence in the care of children and young 
people, and in education and skills for learners of all ages. It regulates and 
inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children and Family 
Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher 
training, further education and skills, adult and community learning, and education 
and training in prisons and other secure establishments. It assesses council 
children's services, and inspects services for looked after children, safeguarding 
and child protection.

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print 
or Braille, please telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.

You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format 
or medium, under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence, 
visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the 
Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email: 
psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk

This publication is available at https://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/.

Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our monthly newsletter for more 
information and updates: http://eepurl.com/iTrDn.

Piccadilly Gate
Store Street
Manchester
M1 2WD

T: 0300 123 1231
Textphone: 0161 618 8524
E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
W: www.gov.uk/ofsted
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