
Inspection of Kids Planet Bluebell 
Lodge
361 St. Annes Road, BLACKPOOL FY4 2QR

Inspection date: 12 June 2024

Overall effectiveness Outstanding

The quality of education Outstanding

Behaviour and attitudes Outstanding

Personal development Outstanding

Leadership and management Outstanding

Overall effectiveness at previous 
inspection

Not applicable



What is it like to attend this early years setting?

The provision is outstanding

Children thrive in the stimulating setting where leaders strive to continually raise 
the standard of teaching and care. Children settle quickly and develop a sense of 
belonging and self-confidence. They are keen to share their knowledge and talk to 
visitors about their day, demonstrating their feelings of safety and security. Children 
are polite and respectful as they keenly meet the high expectations of staff. 
Children's behaviour is excellent. They work together and follow instructions 
proficiently. Children understand that well-embedded routines help to keep them 
safe. For instance, children line up excitedly while preparing for an outing. They 
know to stay in certain areas as staff talk them through final safety checks before 
setting off. 

Children demonstrate positive attitudes towards their learning as they focus and 
engage particularly well during group activities. Children are inquisitive and staff 
inspire them to love learning. For instance, children express delight as they make 
colourful volcanoes during a science experiment. Children confidently use new 
contextual vocabulary that staff have taught them as they broaden their experience 
and understanding. Children demonstrate excellent progress across the broad and 
exciting curriculum, due to the high standard of teaching throughout the setting. 

What does the early years setting do well and what does it 
need to do better?

n Sport and physical activity are key themes at the setting where skilled sports 
coaches deliver regular sessions to children. Sessions are planned with children's 
key staff, to promote children's specific physical skills that link to their individual 
targets. As a result, children demonstrate well-developed physical skills and a 
mature understanding of how to keep their bodies healthy. Children develop 
good habits for healthy lifestyles and a love of sports. 

n Staff actively promote outdoor learning. They complete rigorous training to 
support their understanding of the benefits to children's learning and overall 
well-being. Outdoor learning and outings are well planned to build on children's 
knowledge and skills. These activities also help children to learn about their own 
and other communities. Children learn about nature and sustainability. For 
instance, they find out how to recycle and reuse different materials. This helps 
to build on their understanding of responsible citizenship. 

n Staff demonstrate a passion to develop their understanding of child 
development. They complete training to support a variety of approaches and 
plan activities to match children's preferred learning styles. This helps all children 
to benefit from individually tailored learning to make the best possible progress. 

n Leaders encourage all staff to develop their skills and knowledge. A wide variety 
of training options are available through the group training academy. This helps 
to continually raise the quality of teaching supporting the best possible outcomes 
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for children. 
n Staff teach children to understand their emotions and to discuss their feelings. 

Children develop their emotional literacy through a well-sequenced curriculum. 
As a result, children demonstrate thoughtful personal skills. For instance, they 
notice when someone else might be hungry or upset. 

n Leaders and staff promote children's language skills as a priority. Staff use 
Makaton signs to support children's early communication. Regular language 
sessions support children in pre-school to gain the knowledge they will need as 
they move on to school. Children are articulate and fluent in their 
communications.

n Staff plan a programme of activities throughout children's pre-school year to 
help them and their parents prepare for the move on to school. They meet 
children from linked nurseries, who will attend the same schools. This helps 
them to build friendships before their move. Children regularly visit their new 
schools in the lead up to their transition. Consequently, children talk excitedly 
about school and confidently look forward to the next stage of their education. 

n Leaders demonstrate a robust understanding of the needs of families in their 
local area. Leaders provide a wide range of additional activities for children to 
try, such as music and dance sessions. Parents are invited to join sessions such 
as baby massage where they learn more about caring for their baby. Additional 
funding is used to ensure that all children and families can access these 
opportunities. This helps to support all families and children to broaden their 
scope of experience and to develop new interests.

n Leaders prioritise communication with parents ensuring that they are an integral 
part of their children's learning. Parents praise staff's open and honest dialogue 
and know that they can approach them for advice and support. This helps to 
build strong relationships with parents, supporting consistency in children's care 
and learning. 

n Children with special educational needs and/or disabilities (SEND) are supported 
very well and additional funding is spent thoughtfully. Staff proficiently identify 
gaps in children's development through meticulous monitoring and assessment 
procedures. They work closely with parents and other professionals to 
implement interventions to close gaps swiftly. This supports all children to 
exceed expected progress from their starting points. 

Safeguarding

The arrangements for safeguarding are effective.

There is an open and positive culture around safeguarding that puts children's 
interests first.
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Setting details
Unique reference number 2669472

Local authority Blackpool

Inspection number 10339464

Type of provision Childcare on non-domestic premises

Registers Early Years Register

Day care type Full day care

Age range of children at time of 
inspection

0 to 4

Total number of places 53

Number of children on roll 100

Name of registered person Kids Planet Day Nurseries Limited

Registered person unique 
reference number RP900964

Telephone number 01253 407172

Date of previous inspection Not applicable

Information about this early years setting

Kids Planet Bluebell Lodge registered in 2022 and is located in Blackpool. The 
nursery operates from 8am to 6pm, Monday to Friday, all year round. The nursery 
employs 29 childcare staff. Of these, 12 hold appropriate qualifications at levels 2 
and 3. The manager and three additional members of staff hold a level 6 
qualification. The nursery offers funded early years education for two-, three-, and 
four-year-old children.

Information about this inspection

Inspector
Amy Johnson
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Inspection activities

n This was the first routine inspection the provider received since the COVID-19 
pandemic began. The inspector discussed the impact of the pandemic with the 
provider and has taken that into account in their evaluation of the provider. 

n The manager joined the inspector on a learning walk and talked to the inspector 
about their curriculum and what they want their children to learn. 

n Children and staff spoke to the inspector during the inspection.
n The inspector spoke with senior leaders about the leadership and management 

of the setting.
n The special educational needs coordinator spoke to the inspector about how 

they support children with SEND.
n The inspector carried out joint observations of group activities with the manager.
n Parents shared their views of the setting with the inspector. 
n The inspector looked at relevant documentation and reviewed evidence of the 

suitability of staff working in the nursery.

We carried out this inspection under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 2006 
on the quality and standards of provision that is registered on the Early Years 
Register. The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the 
statutory framework for children's learning, development and care, known as the 
early years foundation stage.

If you are not happy with the inspection or the report, you can complain to Ofsted.
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The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted) 
regulates and inspects to achieve excellence in the care of children and young 
people, and in education and skills for learners of all ages. It regulates and 
inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children and Family 
Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher 
training, further education and skills, adult and community learning, and education 
and training in prisons and other secure establishments. It assesses council 
children's services, and inspects services for looked after children, safeguarding 
and child protection.

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print 
or Braille, please telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.

You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format 
or medium, under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence, 
visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the 
Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email: 
psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk

This publication is available at https://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/.

Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our monthly newsletter for more 
information and updates: http://eepurl.com/iTrDn.

Piccadilly Gate
Store Street
Manchester
M1 2WD

T: 0300 123 1231
Textphone: 0161 618 8524
E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
W: www.gov.uk/ofsted

© Crown copyright 2024
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