
Inspection of Little Giants Nursery, 
Brunel
The Old School House, 1 Hillingdon Road, Uxbridge UB10 0AA

Inspection date: 7 June 2024

Overall effectiveness Good

The quality of education Good

Behaviour and attitudes Good

Personal development Good

Leadership and management Good

Overall effectiveness at previous 
inspection

Requires improvement



What is it like to attend this early years setting?

The provision is good

Children arrive happy and eager to start their day. Staff welcome children with a 
warm and friendly smile. They allow children time to settle before beginning to 
explore the creatively presented activities that they have planned. Children 
maintain their focus as activities are interesting and staff link them to children's 
interests. Staff use their observations and knowledge of their key children to devise 
tailored, individual next steps for children's development. Staff swiftly identify 
children who require additional help or children with special educational needs 
and/or disabilities (SEND) and make referrals for support, with parental consent.  

Children's behaviour is good. Staff say 'please' and 'thank you' and demonstrate 
kind and respectful interactions for children to observe and follow. Staff encourage 
children to be independent. For example, all children serve themselves at snack 
times and mealtimes. Staff support older children to use their knife and fork, and 
show them how to cut the food up into manageable pieces. There is a hum of 
conversation at mealtimes, which are social events where children and staff eat 
together. Younger children benefit from staff narrating and commenting on what 
they are doing. Older children discuss their favourite meals. They share 
experiences from home, such as who cooks, and enjoy talking about the treat they 
may have at the weekend. 

What does the early years setting do well and what does it 
need to do better?

n Senior leaders have actively reflected on the setting's curriculum. They have 
simplified the planning, such as using a familiar story to develop children's 
understanding of growth and change. Children plant seeds and watch how they 
develop. They link this learning to the fruit that caterpillars eat. Staff also plan 
activities that link to all areas of the setting's curriculum. They teach children to 
stay healthy, such as by eating healthily, and plan a visit from a dentist to 
promote children's awareness of oral health. They sequence children's learning 
and build on what children already know. 

n Partnership working is highly effective. Since the last inspection, staff have made 
links with the local authority's early years advisers and SEND support team. 
Additional training has developed staff's confidence and skills. Staff include 
children who need extra support in focused groups and activities and use 
strategies to support their attention and listening skills and communication. This 
ensures that children make good or better progress.  

n Children's emotional well-being is a high priority in this setting. Key persons 
complete forms with parents to get to know them and their child. Children are 
made to feel special. For instance, staff sing children's favourite songs and use 
familiar resources to support them as they settle in. They plan snacks and meals 
to include foods that children like and enjoy. Staff go out of their way to ensure 
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that they provide food that they know children will eat. Children settle quickly 
and build secure relationships with staff. 

n Staff embed routines in the setting. Older children independently prepare for 
outside play by collecting and putting on their shoes. All children wash their 
hands in preparation for meals and snacks. Children use tongs to serve 
themselves, and pour their own drinks. Pre-school children self-register by 
placing their name card onto the registration board. Staff give children lots of 
praise and encouragement to support their self-confidence.

n Partnership with parents is a strength of the nursery. Staff build strong, trusting 
and informative relationships with parents, who speak very positively about the 
setting. Parents say that they enjoy being involved in their children's learning. 
They attend activities, such as afternoon tea for Mother's day. Parents have 
termly discussions with staff about children's progress and work together to 
develop children's skills, such as toilet training. 

n Since the last inspection, leaders have reflected on and reviewed the delivery of 
the curriculum as staff were finding planning complicated and time-consuming. 
Leaders have implemented changes, which have had a positive impact for staff. 
They clearly display individualised next steps in learning for each child. This 
enables staff to plan activities with different aims for children at different stages 
of development. However, leaders acknowledge that they still need time to 
embed the new practice. 

n Leaders are flexible and have tailored the setting to respond to challenges, such 
as the recruitment and retention of staff. They recognise the need to build their 
team, identify staff's strengths, and support them to gain professional 
qualifications. Leaders have a 'promote from within' ethos, and offer staff 
support through mentoring. This has enabled staff to become room leads or to 
join the senior management team. Staff morale and job satisfaction are 
incredibly high as staff feel valued and part of a team. 

Safeguarding

The arrangements for safeguarding are effective.

There is an open and positive culture around safeguarding that puts children's 
interests first. 

What does the setting need to do to improve?

To further improve the quality of the early years provision, the provider 
should:

n monitor the impact of the changes made to planning, and ensure that systems 
are in place for ongoing reflection and continuous improvement of practice.
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Setting details
Unique reference number 2722578

Local authority Hillingdon

Inspection number 10312999

Type of provision Childcare on non-domestic premises

Registers Early Years Register

Day care type Full day care

Age range of children at time of 
inspection

1 to 4

Total number of places 46

Number of children on roll 37

Name of registered person Goldstar Express Ltd

Registered person unique 
reference number 2722579

Telephone number 07984919111

Date of previous inspection 16 August 2023

Information about this early years setting

Little Giants Nursery, Brunel registered in 2023. The setting operates in Uxbridge in 
the London Borough of Hillingdon. It opens each weekday from 7.30am to 6pm, all 
year round. The setting receives funding to offer funded early education for 
children aged two, three and four years. There are seven members of staff who 
work with children. Of these, five staff hold appropriate childcare qualifications 
ranging from level 2 to level 4. The manager holds a recognised childcare 
qualification at level 4.

Information about this inspection

Inspector
Bernie Dunne
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Inspection activities

n The inspector discussed any continued impact of the COVID-19 pandemic with 
the provider and has taken that into account in their evaluation of the provider.

n The manager joined the inspector on a learning walk and talked to the inspector 
about their curriculum and what they want children to learn. 

n The inspector spoke to children to find out about their time at the setting.
n Staff spoke to the inspector during the inspection.
n Parents shared their views of the setting with the inspector. 
n The manager showed the inspector documentation to demonstrate the suitability 

of staff.

We carried out this inspection under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 2006 
on the quality and standards of provision that is registered on the Early Years 
Register. The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the 
statutory framework for children's learning, development and care, known as the 
early years foundation stage.

If you are not happy with the inspection or the report, you can complain to Ofsted.
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http://www.gov.uk/complain-ofsted-report


The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted) 
regulates and inspects to achieve excellence in the care of children and young 
people, and in education and skills for learners of all ages. It regulates and 
inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children and Family 
Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher 
training, further education and skills, adult and community learning, and education 
and training in prisons and other secure establishments. It assesses council 
children's services, and inspects services for looked after children, safeguarding 
and child protection.

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print 
or Braille, please telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.

You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format 
or medium, under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence, 
visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the 
Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email: 
psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk

This publication is available at https://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/.

Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our monthly newsletter for more 
information and updates: http://eepurl.com/iTrDn.

Piccadilly Gate
Store Street
Manchester
M1 2WD

T: 0300 123 1231
Textphone: 0161 618 8524
E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
W: www.gov.uk/ofsted

© Crown copyright 2024
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